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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Most of the reasons which mduced the wise and pious 
counsellors of King Edward the Sixth and Queen 
Elizabeth to advise those sovereigns to issue the Homi- 
lies^ Apply 'vv^ith equal force to their re-publication at 
the present time. 

The Homilies set forth the doctrine, that the Word 
of God is the only food of the soul, and that most ex- 
cellent light that we must walk hy, in this our most 
dangerous pilgrimage; from which men must learn 
their duty towards God, their prince, and their neighs 
hours; by which all corrupt, vicious, and ungodly 
living, as also erroneous and poisoned doctrines, tending 
to superstition and idolatry, are to be repelled ana 
driven away; and through which we may be led into 
all godliness and virtue. 

The Homilies faithfully and clearly expound the 
principal points of Christian Religion; and are there- 
fore well adapted to warn men against the manifold 
enormities which by false doctrine have crept into the 
Church of God, and to move men to honour and wor» 
ship Almighty God, and diligently to serve Sim, every 
one according to their degree, state, and vocation.* 

The Sermons in this volume are reprinted, without 
abridgement (excepting in the case of Homily XXVIII., 
of which part 2 is omitted), from the complete edition 
recently published by the Prayer-book and Homily 
Society. 

* See the Preface of 1562. 



August, 1852. 

0' ' 
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FRUITFUL EXHORTATION TO THE 
READING AND KNOWLEDGE OF 
HOLY SCRIPTURE. 



Unto a christian man there can be no- TheTOaiseof 
thinff either more necessary or profitable than °®^y Scripture. 
the Knowledge of Holy Scripture : forasmuch as in it 
is contained God's true word, setting |orth his glory, and 
also man's duty. And there is no truth nor doctrine 
necessary for our justification, and everlasting The perfection 
sakation, but that is (or may be) drawn out J^^f .""^^ ^"P" 
of that fountain and well of truth. There- The knowiedg* 
fore as many as be desirous to enter into the turels^neceL" 
right and perfect way unto God, must apply s^^y- 
their minds to know Holy Scripture ; without the which 
they can neither sufficiently know God and his will, 
neither their office and duty. And as drink ,j,^ ^^^^ ^^ 
is pleasant to them that be dry, and meat to knowicdj^e of 
them that be hungry ; so is the reading, S^JJeet ma'* 
hearing, searching, and studying of Hofy pleasant. 
Scripture, to them that be desirous to know God, or 
themselves, and to do his will. And their whoheenemiei 
stomachs only do loathe and abhor the hea- to Holy Scrip- 
Tenly knowledge and food of God's word, 
that be so drowned in worldly vanities, that they neither 
savour God, nor any godliness : for that is the cause why 
they desire such vanities, rather than the true knowledge 
of God. As they that are sick of an ague, Anaptsimiu- 
whatsoever they eat and drink, though it be of^olTthe"^ 
never so pleasant, yet it is as bitter to them scriptue is^ab- 
as wormwood ; not for the bitterness of the **®™^- 
meat, but for the corrupt and bitter humour that is in 
their own tongue and mouth : even so is the sweetness of 
God's word bitter, not of itself, but only unto them that 
have their minds corrupted with long custom of sin, and 
love of this world. Therefore forsaking the ^ne^h^rtatio 
corrupt judgment of fleshly men, which care unto the am- 
not but for their carcase, let us reverently hear SS^SSng 
and read Holy Scriptures, which is the food of the Holy 
of the soul (Matt. iv. 4). Let us diligently ^^*™^ 
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An Exhortation to the Reading of Holy Scripture. 

search for the well of life [John iv. 14.] in the books of the 
Old and New Testament, and not run to the stinking 
puddles of men's traditions (devised by man's iraagma- 

The Holy *^^") ^^^ ^^^ justification and salvation. For, 
Scripture is a in Holy Sci'ipture is fullv contained what we 
'^'ioio^ ought to do, and what to eschew, what •to 
MivaUon. believe, what to love, and what to look for 
at God's hands at length. In these books we shall find 
the Father from whom, the Son by whom, and the Holy 

What things Ghost in whom, all things have their being 
the^nJiy^SCTiS ^^^ keeping up ; and these three Persons to be 
tare. but ouc God, and one substance. In these 

books we may learn to know oureelves, how vile and 
miserable we be, and also to loiow God, how good he is 
of himself, and how he maketh us and all creatures par- 
takers of his goodness. We may learn also in these books 
to know God's will and pleasure, as much as, for this 
present time, is convenient for us to know. And, as the 
great clerk and godly preacher, St. John Chrysostom, 
saith, " Whatsoever is required to salvation of man, is fully 
contained in the Scripture of God. He that is ignorant, 
may there learn and have knowledge. He that is hard- 
hearted, and an obstinate sinner, shall there find ever- 
lasting torments, prepared of God's justice, to make him 
afiraid, and to mollify or soften him. He that is oppressed 
with misery in this world shall there find relief in the 
promises of everlasting life, to his great consolation and 
comfort. He that is wounded by the Devil unto death 
shall find there medicine, whereby he may be restored again 
unto health. If it shall be requisite to teach any truth, 
or reprove false doctrine, to rebuke any vice, to commend 
any virtue, to give good counsel, to comfort, to exhort, 
or to do any other thing requisite for our salvation ; all 
those things,'* saith St. Chrysostom, " we may learn plen- 
tifully of the Scripture." " There is," saiih Fulsentius, 
" abundantly enough, both for men to eat, and children 

Holy Scripture ^0 suck. There is whatsoever is meet for all 
ministereth suf- agcs, and for all degrees and sorts of men," 
for*au degrees** Thesc books therefore ought to be much in 
ana ages. ^^^ hftnds, in our eyes, in our ears, in our 

TOOuths, but most of all in our hearts. For the Scripture 

Whatcommo. of God is the heavenly meat of our souls 
il'eknowiSge'* (Matt iv. 4.) J the hearing and keeping of it 
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An Exhortation to the Reading of Holy Scripture* ^ 

maketb us blessed (Luke xi. 28), sanetifieth ofHoiySciip- 
us (John xvii. 17), and maketh us holy ; it *"" »»ring«ta. 
turneth our souls ; it is a light lantern to oar feet [Ps* 
cxix. 105] ; it is a sure, stedfast, and everlasting instru- 
ment of salvation ; it giveth wisdom to the humble and 
lowly hearts ; it comforteth, maketh glad, cheereth, and 
cherisheth our conscience ; it is a more excellent jewel or 
treasure than any gold or precious stone; it is more 
sweet than honey or honey-comb (Ps. xix. 7 — 11); it 19 
called the test part, ss^hxch Mary dia choose, for it hath in 
it everlasting comfort (Luke x. 42). The words of Holy 
Scripture be called words of everlasting life ; for they be 
God s instrument, ordained for the same purpose ( Johit 
vi. 47, 63, 68). They have power to turn through God*8 
promise, and they be effectual through God's assistance, 
and (being received in a faithful heart) they have ever 
an heavenly spiritual working in them : they are lively, 
quick, and mighty in operation, and sharper than any 
two^dged sword, and enter through, even unto the di- 
viding asunder of the soul and the spirit, of the joints 
and the marrow (Heb. iv. 12). Christ calleth him a wise 
builder, that buildeth upon his word, upon his sure and 
substantial foundation (Matt. vii. 24). By this word of 
God we shall be judged : for the word that I speak, saith 
Christ, is it that shall judge in the last day (John xii. 48). 
He that keepeth the word of Christ, is promised the love 
and favour of God, and that he shall be the dwelling- 

?lace or temple of the blessed Trinity (John xiv. 23). 
'his word whosoever is diligent to read, and in his heart 
to print that he readeth, the great affection to the trans- 
itory things of this world shall be minished in him, and 
the great desire of heavenly things (that be therein pro- 
mised of God) shall increase in him. And there is nothing 
that so much strengtheneth our faith and trust in God, 
that so much keepeth up innocency and pureness of the 
heart, and also of outward godly life and conversation, 
as continual reading and recording of God's word. For 
that thing, which (by continual use of reading of Holy 
Scripture, and diligent searching of the same) is deeply 
printed and graven in the heart, at length turneth almost 
mto nature. And moreover, the eflfect and virtue of 
God's word is to illuminate the ignorant, and to give 
more light unto them that faithfully and diligently read 
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it, to comfort their hearts, and to encourage them to per- 
form that which of God is commanded. It teacheth 
patience in all adyersity, in prosperity humbleness ; what 
honour is due unto God, what mercy and charity to our 
neighbour. It giveth good counsel in all doubtful things. 
It sheweth of whom we shall look for aid and help in all 
perils, and that God is the only girer of victory in all 
battles and temptations of our enemies, bodily and ghostly 
(1 Sam. xiv. 6, 12 ; 2 Chron. xx. 6, 15; 1 Cor. xv. 57 ; 
Who profit 1 John V. 4). And in the reading of God's 
most in reading word, he most profitcth not always that is 

God's Word. ^' j«a* ^a1_i_i • •' 

most ready m turumg of the book, or m saying 
of it without the book ; but he that is most turned into it, 
that is most inspired with the Holy Ghost, most in his 
heart and life altered and changed into that thing which 
he readeth ; he that is daily less and less proud, less wrath- 
ful, less covetous, and less desirous of worldly and vain 
pleasures ; he that daily (forsaking his old vicious life) in- 
creaseth in virtue more and more. And to be short, tnere 
is nothing that more maintaineth godliness of the mind, 
and driveth away ungodliness, than doth the continual 
reading or hearing of God's word, if it be joined with a 
godly mind, and a good affection to know and foUow 
What incom- ^^'® "^^^* ^^^ without a single eye, pure 
moditiesthe^l intent, and good mind, nothing is allowed 

w^TriSge^'* ^^^ goo^ ^^o^e ^^- ^^^ ?" the other side, 
nothing more darkeneth Christ and the glory 
of God, nor brinffeth in more blindness and all kinds of 
vices, than doth the ignorance of God's word (Is. v. 24 ; 
. Matt. xxii. 29; 1 Cor. xiv. 37). 



THE SECOND PAET OP THE SEKMON OF THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

In the first part of this sermon, which exhorteth to the 
knowledge of Holy Scripture, was declared wherefore the 
knowledge of the same is necessary and profitable to all 
men ; and that by the true knowledge and understanding 
of Scripture, the most necessary points of our duty towards 
God and our neighbours are also known. Now as con- 
cerning the same matter you shall hear what followeth. 

If we profess Christ, why be we not ashamed to be 
ignorant in his doctiine? Seeing that every man is 
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Jn Exhortation to the Reading of Holy Scripture. 

ashamed to be ignorant in that learning which he pro^ 
fesseth. That man is ashamed to be called a philosopher 
which readeth not the books of philosophj, and to be 
oalled a lawyer, an astronomer, or a physician, that is 
ignorant in the books of law, astronomy, and physic. 
How can any man then say that he professeth Christ and 
his religion, if he will not apply himself (as far forth as 
he can or may conveniently) to read and hear, and so 
to know the books of Chnsfs gospel and doctrine? 
Although other sciences be good, and to be Q^^,g ^^^ 
learned, yet no man can deny but this is the exceueth an 
chief, and passeth all other incomparably. **^^*'- 
What excuse shall we therefore make, at the last day 
before Christ, that delight to read or hear men's fancies 
and inventions, more than his most holy gospel ? and wiU 
find no time to do that, which chiefly, above all things, 
we should do ; and will rather read other things than that, 
for the which we ought rather to leave reading of all 
other things? Let us therefore apt>ly ourselves, as far 
forth as we can have time and leisure, to know God's 
word, by diligent hearing and reading thereof, as many as 
profess God, and have faith and trust in him. But they 
that have no good aflection to God's word (to vain excuses 
colour this their fault) allege commonly two SSk^owfelge" 
vain and feigned excuses. Some go about to of God's worl 
excuse them by their own frailness and fear- '^ *«^ 
fulness, feigninff that they dare not read Holy Scripture, lest 
through their ignorance they should fall into any error. 
Other pretend that the difficulty to under- 
stand it, and the hardness thereof is so great, 
that it is meet to be read only of clerks and learned men. ' 
As touching the first : ignorance of God's word is the 
cause of all error, as Christ himself affirmed to the Sad- 
ducees, sayin?, that they erred because they knew not the 
Scripture (Matt xxii. W). How should they then eschew 
error, that will be still ignorant? And how should they 
come out of ignorance, that will not read nor hear that 
thing which should give them knowledge ? He that now 
hath most knowledge, was at the first ignorant ; yet he 
forbare not to read, for fear he should fall intS error: but 
he diligently read, lest he should remain in ignorance, 
and through ignorance in error. And if you will not know 
the truth of God (a thing most necessary for you) lest 
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I 



on fall into error; by the same reason you may then 

ie Btill| and never go lest (if you go) you fall into the 
mire; nor eat any good meat, lest you take a surfeit ; nor 
sow your com, nor labour in your occupation, nor use 
your merchandise, for fear you lose your se^, your labour, 
your stock ; and so by that reason it should be best for 
yon to liye idly, and never to take in hand to do any 
manner of ^ood thing, lest peradventure some evil thing 

Howmortcom- ^^7 chauce thereof. And if you be afraid to 
inodiousiy. and fall into error by reading of Holy Scripture, 
SIhS^ sSpl^ I shall shew you how you may read it with- 
rMH**^*^ out danger of error. Bead it humbly with a 
meek and lowjy heart, to the intent you may 
glorify God, and not yourself, with the knowledge of it : 
and read it not without daily praying to God, that he 
would direct your reading to good effect; and take upon 
yon to expound it no further than you can plainly under- 
stand it. For, as St. Augustine saith, Uhe- knowledge of 
Holy Scripture is a ereat, large, and a high place ; but the 
door is very low, so that the high and arrogant man cannot 
run in ; but he must stoop low, and humble himself, that 
shall enter into it.' Presumption and arrogancy is the 
mother of all error ; and humility needeth to fear no error. 
For humility will only search to know the truth : it will 
search, and will brine together one place with another ; 
and where it cannot find out the meaning, it will pray, 
it will ask of others that know, and will not presump- 
tuously and rashly define any thing which it knoweth not. 
Therefore the humble man may search any truth boldly 
in the Scripture, without any danger of error. And if he 
be ignorant, he ought the more to read and to search 
Holy Scripture, to bring him out of ignorance. I say\ 
not nay, but a man may prosper with only hearing ; but 
he may much more profit with both hearing and reading. 
This have I said as touching the fear to read, through 
ignorance of the person. 

Scripture In "^"^ conccming the hardness of Scripture ; 
•ome places is he that is SO Weak that he is not able to brook 
IS2^pS^e?hard Strong meat, yet he may suck the sweet and 
tobe uuder- 'tender milk, and defer the rest until he wax 
stronger, and come to more knowledge. For 
God reoeiveth the learned and unlearned, and casteth 
away none, but is indifferent unto all. And the Scripture 
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is full, as well of low valleys, plain ways, and easy for 
every man to use and to walk in ; as also of high hills and 
mountains!, which few men can climb unto. Godieavetb no 
* And whosoever giveth his mind to Holy man untaugbi, 
Scriptures with diligent study and burning ^^^^^m 5) 
desire, it cannot be (saith St. John Chrysos- *"o^ ^ ^o^- 
torn) that he should be left without help. For either God 
Almighty will send him some godly doctor to teach him, 
as he did to instruct the eunuch, a nobleman of Ethiopia , 
and treasurer unto queen Candace, who having a great 
affection to read the Scripture (although he understood it 
not) yet for the desire that he had unto God's word, God 
sent his apostle Philip to declare unto him the true sensfi 
of the Scripture that he read [Acts viii.] ; or else, if we 
lack a learned man to instruct and teach us, yet God 
himself from above will give light unto our minds, and 
teach us thos6 things which are necessary for us, and 
wherein we be ignorant.' And in another How the know- 
place Chrysostom saith, that * man's human }^^f^^^ 
and worldly wisdom or science needeth not to attained unto, 
the understanding of Scripture, but the revelation of the 
Holy Ghost, who in^pireth the true meaning unto them that 
with humility and diligence do search therefor.' He that 
asketk shall have, and he that seeketh shall find, and he 
that hnocketh shall have the door open (Matt. vii. 7, 8). 
*If we read once, twice, or thrice, and understand not, 
let us not cease so, but still continue read- Agoodruu 
ing, praying, asking of other; and so by still J^nSfnc^of*'' 
knocking, at the last the door shall be opened,' •Scripture, 
as St. Augustinp saith Although many things in the 
Scripture be spoken m obscure mysteries, yet there is 
nothing spoken under dark mysteries in one place, but 
the self-same thing in other places is spoken more fami- 
liarly and plainly, to the capacity both of learned and 
unlearned. And those things in the Scripture that be 
plain to understand, and necessary for salva- no man is ex- 
tion, every man's duty is to learn them, to print S^fgd^e^f^ 
them in memory, and effectually to exercise Ood's wm. 
them. And as for the dark mysteries, to be contented to 
be ignorant in them, until such time as it shall please God 
to open those things unto him. In the mean season, if he 
lack either aptness or opportunity, God will not impute 
it to his folly : but yet it behoveth not that such as be e- 
[i] b3 ,^ , 
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should set aside reading, because some other be unapt to 
read : neveptheless, for the hardness of such places, the 
reading of the whole ought not to be set apart. And 
briefly to conclude; as St. Augustine saith," By the Scrip- 
ture all men be amended, weak men be strengthened, and 
What persons strong men be comforted. So that surely 
r^51S*^*iSr iJ^i^ he enemies to the reading of God's word, 

norance to con- . , .11 -^^-i 1 

tinae. but such as either be so ignorant, that they 

know not how wholesome a thing it is ; or else be so sick, 
that they hate the most comfortable medicine that should 
heal them;.'' ov so isngodly, that they wouM wish the 
people still to continue m blindness and ignoranee of God. 
Thus we have briefly touehed some part of the eommo* 
The Ho^ dities of God's holy word,, which is one of 
©ne^S^'l God's chief and principal benefits, given and 
ehief benefits, declared to mankind here in earth. Let us 
thank God heartily for this hio great and special gift, 
beneficial favour, and fatherly providence. Let us be 
glad to revive this precious gi« of our heavenly Father. 
The right read- ^^^ ^^ hear,, read,, and know these holy rules, 
tog;^ti8e,and injunctions, and statutes of our Christian 
inginHoiy^' religion, and upon that we have made pro- 
Scripture* fesslon to God at owr baptism^ Let us with 
fear and reverence lay up, in the chest of our hearts, these 
necessary and fruitful lessons ;. let us night and day muse, 
and have meditation and contempktion ki them (Ps. i. 2). 
Let us ruminate, and, as it were, chew the eud, that we 
may have the sweet juice,, spiritual efFeet, marrow, honey,, 
kernel, tast^,. comfort,, and consolation of them» Let u& 
stay, quiet, and certify our eons€iences> with the most in- 
fallible certainty,, truth,, and perpetual assurance of them.^ 
Let us pray to God (the only Author of these heavenly 
studies) that wo may speak, think,, believe,, live, and 
depart hence, according to the wholesome doctrine and 
verities of them.. And by that means,^ in thi& world we 
shall have God's defence, favour,, and grace^ with the 
unspeakable solace of peace,, and quietness of conscience ; 
and after this miserable life, we shall enjoy the endless 
bliss and glory of heaven : which he grant us all, that 
died for- us all, Jesus Christ t to whom, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost,^ be all honour and glory, both now 
and everlastingly.. Amen, 
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A SERMON OF THE MISERY OF ALL MAN- 

KIND, AND OF HIS CONDEMNATION 

TO DEATH EVERLASTING, 

BY HIS OWN SIN. 



The Holy Ghost, in writing the Holy Scripture, ib m 
nothing more diligent than to pull down, man's vain- 
glory and pride ; which of all vices is most universally 
grafted in all mankind, even from the first infection of 
our first father Adam. And therefore we read m many 
places of Scripture, many notable lessons against this old 
rooted vice, to teach us the most eommendable virtue of 
humility, how to know ourselves, and to remember what 
we be of ourselves. In the book ef Genesis, Almighty 
God giveth us all a title and name m our great grand- 
father Adam, which ought to warn us all to consider 
what we be, whereof we be, from whence we came, and 
whither we shall |go], saying thus. In the sweat of thy 
face shah tk&ti eat thy hread, till thou be turned again 
into the ground ; for out &f it watt thou taken ; inasmuch 
as thou art dusty into dusi shalt thou he turned again 
(Gen. iii. 19). Here (as it were in a glass) we may learn 
to know ourselves to be but ground, earth, and ashes, and 
that to earth and ashes we ^all return. 

Also, the holy patriarch Abraham did well remember 
this name and title, dust, earth, and ashes, appointed and 
assigned by God to all mankind : and therefore he calleth 
bintse^ by that name, when he maketh his earnest prayer 
iot Sodom and Gomorrah. And we read th^t Judith 
and ix.), Esther [iv. 3], Job (xlii. 6), Jeremiah 

. 26 f XXV. 34), with other holy men and women in the- 

i Testament, did use sackcloth, and to cast dust and 
ashes upon their heads, when they bewailed their sinful 
living. They called and cried to God for help and merey^ 
with such a ceremony of sackcloth, dust, ana ashes, that 
thereby they miffht declare to the whole world what an 
bumble and lowly estimation they had of themselves, and 
how well they remembered their name and title aforesaid, 
their vile corrupt frail nature, dust, earth, and ashes. 
The book of Wisdom (vii.) also^ wiHing to pull down 
our proud stomachs, movetb us diligently to remember 
our mcHTtal and earthly generation, which we have all of 
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him that was first made: and that all men^ as well kings 
as subjects, come into this world, and go out of the 
same, in like sort : that is, as of ourselves, full miserable, 
as we may daily see. And Almighty God commanded 
his prophet Isaiah to make a proclamation, and cry to 
the whole world : and Isaiah asking What shall I cry ? 
the Lord answered, Cry, that all flesh is grass, and tliat 
all the glory thereof is but as thefwwer of the field : when 
the grass is fvithered, the flower faXleth away, when the 
wind of the Lord blotoeth upon it. The people surely is 
grass, the which drieth up, and the fUrwer fddeth aumy 
(Isaiah xl. 6—8). And the holy man Job, having in 
himself great experience of the miserable and sinful estate 
of man, doth open the same to the world in these words, 
Man, saith he, that is bom of a woman, living but a short 
time, is full of manifold miseries : he springeth up like a 
flower, and fadeth again ; vanisheth away as it were a 
shadow, and never continueth in one state. And dost thou 
judge it m^et, Lord, to open thine eyes upon such a 
one, and to bring him to judgment with tliee? Who can 
make him, clean, that is conceived of an unclean seed ? 
' (Job xiv. 1 — 4). And all men of their evilness and 
natural proneness be so universally given to sin, that (as 
the Scripture saith) God repented that ever he made man 
(Gen. vi. 5 — ^7). And by sin his indignation was so 
Ynuch provoked against the world, that he drowned all 
the world with Noah's flood, except Noah himself and his 
little household (Gen. vii. 23). It is not without great 
cause that the Scripture of God doth so many times call 
all men here in this world by this word, earth : O thou 
earth, earth, earth, saith Jeremiah, hear the word oftlis 
Lord (Jer. xxii. 29). This our right name, calling, and 
title, earth, earth, earth, pronounced by the prophet, 
eheweth what we be indeed, by whatsoever other style^ 
title, or dignity men do call us. Thus He plainly named 
us, who knoweth best, both what we be, and what we 
ought of right to be called. And thus he setteth us 
forth, speaking by his faithful apostle St. Paul, All men, 
Jews and Gentiles, are under sin : there is none righteous, 
no not one. There is none that under standeth, there is 
none that seeheth after God : they are all gone out of tlie 
way, they are all unprofitable ; there is none that doeth 
good, no not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre, with 
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their tongues they have used craft and deceit, the poison 
of serpents is under their lips ; their mouth is full of 
cursing and bitterness, their feet are swift to sited blood, 
destruction and wretchedness are in their ways^ and the 
way of peace have they not known : there is no fear of 
God brfore their eyes (Rom. iii. 9 — 18). And in another 
place St. Paul writeth thus, God hath wrapped all na- 
tions in unbelief, that he might have mercy on all (Rom. 
xi. 32). The Scripture shutteth up all under sin, that 
the promise by the faith of Jesus Christ should be 
given unto them that believe (Gal. iii. 22). St. Paul in 
many places painteth us out in our colours, calling us 
the children of the wrath of God, when u)e be bom (Ephes. 
ii. 3) : saying also^ that we cannot think a good thought 
of ourselves, much less can we say well, or do well of our- 
selves [2 Cor. iii. 5]. And the wise man saith in the 
book of Proverbs, The just manfalkth seven times a day 
(Prov. xxiv. 16). The most tried and approved man Job 
feared all his works. St. John the Baptist being sancti- 
fied in his mother's womb, and praised before he was 
born, being called an angel, and great before the Lord, 
filled even from his birth with the Holy dfhost, the pre- 
parer of the way for our Saviour Christ, and commended 
of our Saviour Christ to be more than a prophet, and 
the greatest that ever was born of a woman (Luke i. 15; 
[vii. 24 — 28 ; Mai. iii. 1]) : yet he plainly granteth that he 
had need to be waslied of Christ : he worthily extolleth 
and glorifieth his Lord and Master .Christ, and humbleth 
himself as unworthy to unbuckle his shoes, and giveth all 
honour and glory to God (Matt. iii. 11,14; [Mark i. 7]). 
So doth St. Paul both ofl and evidently confess him- 
self, what he was of himself, ever giving (as a most 
faithful servant) all praise to his Master and Saviour 
[e.a. 1 Cor. xv. 10; 1 Tim. i. 15]. So doth blessed St 
John the evangelist, in the name of himself, and of all 
other holy men (be they never so just) make this open 
confession : If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us : if we acknowledge our sins, 
God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us (1 John i. 8 — 10). Wherefore the wise man, in the 
book called Ecclesiastes, maketh this true and eenenu 
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confession, There U not one just man upon the earth, that 
doeth goody and sinneth not (Eccles. yii. 20). And David 
is ashamed of his sin, but not to confess his sin ^Psalm 
li. 3, 4). How oft, how earnestly, and lamentablj doth 
he desire God's-great mercy for his great offences,, and 
that God should not enter into judgment tvUh him ! (Psalm 
cxliii. 2). And again^ how well weighetb this holy man 
hi& sins, when he eonfesseth that they be so many in 
nvmher, and so hidy and hard tev understand, that it is in 
a manner impossible to know,, utter y or number tJiem ! 
Wherefore, he having a true,, earnest, and deep contem. 
plation and consideration of hi& sins,, and yet not coming 
to the bottom of them, he maketh supplication to G^d to 
forgive him his frivy,, secret, Idd sins ; to the knowledge 
of which he cannot attain (Pfeahn xi«* 12 ; [xl.l2]). He 
weigheth rightly hk^ sins- £*om» the original root and 
spring-head ;. perceiving inclinations,, provocations^ stir- 
rings^ stingings> buds, branches,, dregs, infections, tastes, 
feelings,, and scents of thein to continue in him still. 
Wherefore he saith^. Mark and behoMyl um» eoneeived tw 
sins (Psalm li^ ^) - ^ saith not sin^ but ia the plural 
number,^ sins ;, foraemuch as out of one,, as a fountain, 
spring all the rest. Our Saviour Christ saith, There is 
none good but God ; and that,. We ean do nothing that is 
good without him, and No man ean come to the FatJier 
but by him (Mark x. 1&; Luke^ xviiiv 19^;; John xv. 5; 
[John xiv. o])^ He commandeth us also to say, that we 
be unprofitable servants, w^ien we huve done all that we 
can do (Luke xvii.. 10)v He preferreth the penitent 
publican before the proud,, holy,, and glorious Pharisee 
(Luke xviiL 14)v He calleth himself a Physician^ but 
not to them that be whohy but to them that be sick, and 
have need of his^ salve for their sore (Matt. ix. 12). He 
teacheth us ia our prayers- to acknowledge ourselves 
sinners, and to ask righteousness and deliverance from 
all evils,, a* eu^ heavemy Father's hand. He declareth 
that the sins^ of our own liearts do defile our own selves^ 
He teacheth that ant evil word or thought deserveth con- 
demnation, affirming, that we shall give account for every 
idle word (Matt. xii. 36).. He saith. Me eame not to save 
but the sheep tliut were utlerk/ lost and cast away (Matt. 
XV. 24)* Therefore few of the proud, just, learned^ wise, 
perfect and holy Pharisees wece saved l^ him^ because 
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they justified themsdves by their comrterfeit holiness he- 
fore men. Wherefore, good people^ let us beware of 
such hypocrisy^ vain-glory^ and justifying of ourselves. 



THE SECOND FART OF THE SBRliOR OV 7BE MISBttY 
OV MAN. 

FoBASMiTCB as the true knowledge of ourselves k very 
necessary to come to the right Imowledge of God j ye 
have heard in the last readings how Immbly all godJv 
men always have thought of tl^noselves ; and so to think 
and judge of themselves,, are taught of God their Creator, 
by his^ly word. For of ourselves we be crab-trees, that 
can bring forth no apples. We be of ourselves of such 
earth, as can bring forth but weeds,, nettles, brambles, briers, 
cockle, and darnel. Our fruits be declared in the fifth 
chapter to the Gkilatiansv We have neither faith, charity^ 
hope, patience, chastity, nor any thing else that good is, 
but of God f and therefore these virtues be eall^ there 
the fruits of the Moly^ Qhosty and not the fkiits of man 
(Gal. V. 19^23). Let us therefore acknowledge our- 
selves before God (as we be indeed) miserable and 
wretched sinners. And let us earnestly repent, and hum- 
ble ourselves heartily, and cry to God for mercy. Let 
us all confess with mouth and heart, that we be full of 
imperfections. Let us know our own works, of what 
imperfection they be, and then we shall not stand foolishly 
and arrogantly in our own conceits, nor challenge any 
part of justification by our merits or worksv For truly 
there be imperfections i» our best works : we do not love 
God so much as we are bound to do, with all our heart, 
mind, and power r we do not fear God so much as we 
ought todo : we do not pray to God, but with ereat and 
many imperfections : we give, forgive, beMeve^ live, and 
hope imperfectly t we speak, think, and do imperfectly : 
we fight against the devil, the world, and the flesh im- 
perfectly. Let us therefore not be ashamed to confess , 
plainly our state of imperfections yea;, let ns not be 
ashamed to confess hnperfection, even in all our best 
works. Let none of us be ashamed to say wkh holy 
St. Peter, I am a sinful man (Luke v. 8). Let us all 
say with the holy prophet David, We have sinned with 
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our fathers ; we have done amiss, and dealt wickedly 
(Psalm cvi. 6). Let us all make open confession with the 
prodigal son to our Father, and say with him, We have 
sinned against heaven, and before thee, Father : we 
are not worthy to be called thy sons (Luke xv. 18, 19). 
Let us all say with holy Baruch, " O Lord our God, to 
US is worthily ascribed shame and confiision, and to thee 
righteousness : we have sinned, we have done wickedly, 
we have behaved ourselves ungodly in all thy righteous- 
ness" (Baruch ii.). Let us all say with the holy pro. 
phet Baniel, O Lord, righteousness belongeth to thee, tinto 
us belongeth confusion* We have sinned, we have been 
naughty, we have offended, we have fled jfrom thee, we 
have gone back from all thy precepts and judgments 
(Dan. ix. 5 — 8). So we learn of all good men in Holy 
Scriptures, to humble ourselves, and to exalt, extol, 
praise, magnify, and glorify God. 

Thus we have heard how evil we be of ourselves : how 
of ourselves, and by ourselves, we have no goodness, 
help, nor salvation ; but contrariwise, sin, damnation, and 
death everlasting : which if we deeply weigh and consider, 
we shall the better understand the great mercy of God, 
and how our salvation cometh only by Christ. For in 
ourselves (as of ourselves) we find nothing whereby we 
may be delivered from this miserable captivity, into the 
which we were cast, through the envy of the devil, by 
breaking of God's commandment, in our first parent 
Adam (2 Cor. iii. 5). We are all become unclean ; but 
we all are not able to cleanse ourselves, nor to make one 
another of us clean (Psalm xlix. 7). We are by nature 
the children of God's toi'ath (Ephes. ii. 3) ; but we are 
not able to make ourselves the children and inheritors of 
God's glory. We aie sheep that run astray (1 Pet. ii. 
25) ; but we cannot of our own power come again to the 
sheepfold, so great is our imperfection and weakness. In 
ourselves therefore may we not glory, which (of ourselves) 
are nothing but skiful : neither may we rejoice in any 
works that we do, which all be so imperfect and impure, 
that they are not able to stand before the righteous judg- 
ment-seat of God ,• as the holy prophet David saith. Enter 
not into judgment with thy servant, O Lord; for no man 
that liveth shall be found righteous in thy sight (Psalm 
cxliii. 2). To God therefore must we fiee^ or else shall 
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we never findpeace, rest, and quietness of conscience, in 
our hearts. For he is the Father pfmerciesj and God of 
all consolation (2 Cor. i. 3). He is the Lord, with whom 
is plenteous redemption : he is the God, which of his own 
mercy saveth us, aifd setteth out his charity and exceeding 
love towards us, in that of his own yoluntarj goodnesa 
when we were perished, he saved us, and provided an 
everlasting kingdom for us (Psalm cxxx. 7; [Titus iii.5; 
Rom v. 8]). And all these heavenly treasures are given 
us, not fi>r our own deserts, merits, or good deeds (which 
of ourselves we have none) but of his mere mercy freely. 
And for whose sake ? Truly for Jesus Christ's sake, that 
pure and undefiled Lamb of God. He is that dearly 
beloved Son, for whose sake G^ is fully pacified, satis- 
fied, and set at one with man. He is the Lamb of God, 
which taheth atoay the sins ofilte world : of whom only • 
it may be truly spoken, that he did all things well, and in 
his mouth was found no craft nor suhtilty (John i. 29, 
[Mark vii. 37], 1 Pet. ii. 22). None but he alone may 
say. The prince of the world came, and in me he hath 
nothing [John xiv. 30]. And he alone may also say, 
Which of you shall reprove me of any fault ? (John viii. 
46). He is the high and everlasting Priest, which Kath 
offered himself once for all upon the altar of the cross, and 
with that one oblation hath made perfect for evermore 
them tlmt are sanctified (Heb. vii. 27; [x. 14]). He is 
the alone Mediator hetvyeen God and man, which paid 
our ransom to God with his own blood, and with that 
hath he cleansed us from all sin [1 Tim. ii. 5, 6 ; 1 John 
i. 7]. He is the Physician, which healeth all our dis- 
eases. He is that Saviour, which saveth his people from 
all their sins (Matt. i. 21). To be short, he is that flow- 
ing and most plenteous fountain, of whose fulness all toe 
have received. For in him alone are all the treasures of 
the wisdom and hnowledge of God hidden [John i. 16 ; 
Col. ii. 3]. And in him, and by him, have we from God 
the Father all good things, pertaining either to the body 
or to the soul. O how much are we bound to this our 
heavenly Father for his great mercies, which he hath so 
plenteously declared unto us in Christ Jesus our Lord 
and Saviour ! What thanks worthy and sufficient can 
we give to him ? Let us all with one accord buret out 
with joyful voice, ever praising and magnifying this Lord 
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of mercy, for his tender kindness shewed unto ns in his 
dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Hitherto haye we heard what we are of ourselyess 
very sinful, wretehed, and damnable. Again, we have 
heard how that of ourselres and by ourselves, we are 
not able either to think a good thought, or work a sood 
deed, so that we can find in ourselves no hope of sal- 
vation, but rather whatsoever maketh unto our destruc- 
tion. Again, we have heard the tender-kindness and 
great mercy of God the Father towards us^ and how 
beneficial he is to us for Christ's sake, without our merits 
or deserts, even of his own mere mercy and tender good- 
ness. Now, how these exceeding great mercies of God, 
set abroad in Christ Jesus for us, be obtained, ai\d how 
we be delivered from the captivity of sin, deaths and hell, 
9 it shall more at large (with God's help) be declared in 
the next sermon. In the mean season, yea, and at all 
times, let us learn to know ourselves, our frailty and 
weakness, without any cracking or boasting of our own 
good deeds and merits. Let us also acknowledge the 
exceeding mercy of God towards us, and confess, that as 
of ourselves cometh all evil and damnation, so likewise 
of him Cometh all goodness and salvation, as God himself 
saith by the prophet Hosea^ O Israel^ thy destruction 
cometh of thyself y but ifi me only is thy help and comfort 
(Hosea xiiL 9). If we thus humbly submit ourselves in 
the sight of God, we may be sure that in the time of his 
visitation, he will lifl us up unto the kingdom of his 
dearly beloved Son Christ Jesus our Lord : to whom, 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and 
glory for ever. Amen. 
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A SERMON OF THE SALVATION OF MAN- 

KIND, BY ONLY CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR, 

FROM SIN AND DEATH EVERLASTING. 



Because all men be sinners and offenders against God, 
and breakers of bis law and commandments, tkerefore 
can no man by his own acts, works, and deeds (seem thej 
never so good) be justified, and made righteous before 
God : but ever 7 man of necessity is constrained to seek 
for another righteousness or justification, to be received 
at God's own hands, that is to say, the forsiveness of his 
sins and trespasses, in such things as he hath offended. 
And this justification or righteousness, which we so re- 
ceive of God's mercy and Christ's merits, embraced by 
faith, is taken, accepted, and allowed of God, for our 
perfect and full justification. For the more full under- 
standing hereof, it is our parts and duties ever to remem- 
ber the great mercy of God, how that (all the world being 
wrapped in sin by breaking of the law) God sent his only 
Son our Saviour Christ into this world, to fulfil the law 
for us, and by shedding of his most precious blood, to 
make a sacrifice and satisfaction^ or (as it may be»called) 
amends to his Father for our sins, to assuage his wrath 
and indignation conceived against us for the same* 

Insomuch that infants, being baptized and dying in 
their infancy, are by this sacrifice washed from ^^ ^^^^^ 
their sins, brougnt to God's favour, and Christ's paswon 
made his children, and inheritors of bis "*^ ^^^^**"- 
kingdom of heaven. And they, which in act or deed do 
sin after their baptism, when they turn again to God 
unfeignedly, they are likewise washed by this sacrifice 
from their sins, in such sort, that there Tcmaineth not 
any spot of sin, that shall be imputed to their damnation. 
This is that justification or righteousness which St. Paul 
speaketh of, when he saith. No man is justified hy tJts 
works of the law, hut freely hy faith in Jesus Christ. 
And again he saith, We helieve in Jesus Christ, that we 
be justified freely by the faith of Christ, and not hy the 
works of the law, because that no man shall be justified by 
[iii] 19 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A Sermon of the Salvation of Mankind. 

tJie works of the law (Gal. ii. 16). And although this 
justification be free unto us, yet it cometh not so freely 
unto us, that there is no ransom paid therefor at all. 
But here may man*s reason be astonied, reasoning after 

this fashion. If a ransom be paid for our 
jecUon. jg^jenQption, then is it not given us freely. 
For a prisoner that payeth his ransom is not let go freely; 
for if ne go freely, then he goeth without ransom : for 
what is it ebe to go freely,, than to be set at liberty with- 
out psijrment of ransom ? This reason is satisfied by the 
^^ great wisdom of God in this mystery of our 

redemption, who hath so tempered his justice 
and mercy together, that he would neither by his justice 
condemn us unto the everlasting captivity of the devil, 
and his prison of hell, remediless for ever without mercy, 
nor by his mercy deliver us clearly, without justice, or 
payment of a just ransom : but with his endless mercy he 
joined his most upright and equal justice. His great 
mercy he shewed unto us in delivering us from our former 
oaptivity, without requiring of any ransom to be paid, oi: 
amends to be made upon our parts, which thing by us 
had been impossible to be done. And whereas it lay not 
in us that to do, he provided a ransom for us, that was, 
the most precious body and blood of his own most dear and 
best beloved Son Jesus Christ, who, besides this ransom, 
fulfiUej^ the law for us perfectly. And so the justice of 
God and his mercy did embrace together, and fulfilled the 
mystery of our redemption [Ps. Ixxxv. 10]. And of this 
justice and mercy of God* knit together, speaketh St. 
Paul in the third chapter to the Romans [vv, 23—25], 
All have offended, and have need of the glory of God ; 
but are justified freely by his grace, by redemption which 
is in Jesus Christ, whom God hath set forth to us for a 
reconciler and peace-maker, through faith in his blood, to 
shew his righteousness. And in the tenth chapter [v. 4], 
Christ is the end of the law unto righteousness, to every 
man that believeth. And in the eighth chapter \yv. 3, 4], 
That which was impossible by the law, inasmuch as it was 
weak by the flesh, God sending his own Son in the simi' 
litude of sinful flesh, by sin condemned sin in the fleshy 
that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
which walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, 
In these foresaid places^ the apostle toucheth speciallv 
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three things, which must eo together in our Tbree thingi 
justification. Upon God^s part, his g»;eat°^°«*8?,^g^' 
mercy and grace : upon Christ's part, justice, tion. 
that is, the satisfaction of God's justice, or the price of our 
redemption, by the offering of his body, and shedding of 
his blood, with fulfilling of the law perfectly and throughly: 
and upon our part, true and lively faith in the merits of 
Jesus Christ, which yet is not ours, but by God's work- 
ing in us : so that in our justification, is not only God's 
mercy and grace, but also his justice, which the apostle 
calleth the justice of God, and it consisteth in paying our 
ransom and fulfilling of th#law: and so the grace of God 
doth not shut out the justice of God in our justification, 
but only shutteth out the justice of man, that is to say, 
the justice of our works, as to be merits of deserving our 
justification. And therefore St. Paul declareth here no- 
thing upon the behalf of man, concerning his justification, 
but only a true and lively faith, which nevertheless is the 
gift of Qody and not man's only work, without God 
[Eph. ii. 8]. And yet that faith doth not shut How it u to be 
out repentance, hope, love, dread, and the SJfh jus^aiS** 
fear of God, to be joined with faith in every without work*, 
man that is justified ; but it shutteth them out from the 
office of justifying. So that although they be all present 
together in him that is justified, yet they justify not alto- 
gether. Neither doth faith shut out the justice of our 
good works, necessarily to be done afterwards, of duty 
towards God, (for we are most bounden to serve God, in 
doing good deeds, commanded by him in his Holy Scrip* 
ture, all the days of our life) but it excludeth them, so 
that we may not do them to this intent, to be made just 
by doing ot them. For all the good works that we can 
do be imperfect, and therefore not able to deserve our 
justification : but our justification doth come freely by the 
mere mercy of God, and of so great and free mercy, that, 
whereas all the world was not able of themselves to pay 
any part toward^ their ransom, it pleased our heavenly 
Father of his infinite mercy, without any our desert or 
deserving, to prepare for us the most precious jewels of 
Christ's body and blood, whereby our ransom might be 
fully paid, the law fulfilled, and his justice fully satisfied. 
So that Christ is now the righteousness of all them that 
truly da believe in him. He for them paid their ransom 
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by his death. He for them fulfilled the law in his life. 
So that now in him, and by him, every true Christian 
man may be called a fulfiUer of die law, forasmuch as 
that which their infirmity lacked^ Christ's justice hath 
supplied. 



THE Sl^COND PART OF THE SERMON OF SALVATION. 

Ye have heard, of whom all men ought to seek their ju?- 
tification and righteousness, and how also this righteous- 
ness cometh unto men by Christ's death and merits. Ye 
heard also, how that three filings are required to the 
obtaining of our righteousness, that is, God's mercy, 
Christ's justice, and a -true and a lively faith, out of the 
which faith springeth good works. Also before was 
declared at large, that no man can be justified by his 
own good works, because that no man fulfiUeth the law, 
according to the strict rigour of the law. 

And St. Paul in his epistle to the Galatians proveth 
the same, saying thus. If there had been any law given^ 
which could havejustifiedf verily righteousness should have 
been by the law (Gal. iii. 21). And again he saith. If 
righteousness be by the law, then Christ died in vain 
[Gal. ii. 21]. And again he saith, You that are justified 
by the law are fallen away from grace [Gal. v. 4]. And 
furthermore he writeth to the Epnesians on this wise, By 
grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of your^ 
selves, for it is the gift of God, and not oftowks, lest any 
man should glory (Ephes. ii. 8, 9). And to be short, the 
sum of all Paul's aisputation is tnis; that if justice come 
ofworhs, then it cometh 7iot of grace ; and if it come of 
grace, then it cometh not ofworhs [Rom. xi. 6]. And to 
this end tend all the prophets, as St. Peter saith in the 
tenth of the Acts (v. 43), Of Christ all the Prophets 
(saith St. Peter) do witness, that through his name, all 
they that believe in him shall receive the remission of sins. 
And after this wise, to be justified only by this true and 

•Faith only Hvcly faith in Christ, speak all the old and 
i^n^i/'ow* »^c^«o* authors, both Greeks and Latins. Of 
doctors. whom I will specially rehearse three, Hilary, 

Basil, and Ambrose. St. Hilary saith these words plainly 
in the ninth canon upon Matthew, " Faith only justifieth.^' 
And St. Basil, a Greek author, writeth thus, " This is a 
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perfect and whole rejoicing in God, when a man ad- 
vanceth not himself for his own righteousness, but 
acknowledgeth himself to lack true justice and righteous- 
ness, and to be justified by the only faith in Christ. And 
Paul (saith he) doth glory in the contempt of his own 
righteousness, and that he looketh for the righteousness of 
God by faith " (Philip, iii. 8, 9). These be tne very words 
of St. BasiL And St. Ambrose, a Latin author, saith 
these words, ** This is the ordinance of God, that they 
which believe in Christ, should be saved without works, 
by faith only, freely receiving remission of their sins." 
Consider diligently these words, * without works, by faith 
only, freely' we receive remission of our sins. What can 
be spoken more plainly, than to say, that freely, without 
works, by faith only, we obtain remission of our sins ? 
These and other like sentences, that we be justified by 
faith only, freely, and without works, we do read ofttimes 
in the best and ancient writers. As beside Hilary, Basil, 
and St. Ambrose, before rehearsed, we read the same in 
Origen, St. Chrjrsostom, St. Cyprian, St. Augustine, Pro- 
sper, (Ecumenius, Phocius, Bemardus, Anselm, and 
many other authors, Greek and Latin. Nevertheless, 
this sentence, that we be justified by faith only, is not so 
meant of them, that the said justifying faith is alone in man, 
without true repentance, hope, cnarity, dread, and the fear 
of God, at any time and season. And when p^ith alone, 
they say, that we be justified freely, they mean ^**T^*{!^^ 
not that we should or might afterward be idle, ^ " 
and that nothing should be required on our parts after- 
ward : neither mean they that we are so to oe justified 
without good works, that we should do no good works 
at all, like as shall be more expressed at large hereafter. 
But this saying, that we be justified by faith only, freely 
and without works, is spoken for to taxe away clearly all 
merit of our works, as oeing unable to deserve our justi- 
fication at God's hands, and thereby most plainly to 
express the weakness of man, and the goodness of God \ 
the great infirmity of ourselves, and the might and power 
of God; the imperfectness of our own works, and the 
most abundant grace of our Saviour Christ ; and there- 
fore wholly to ascribe the merit and deserving of our 
justification unto Christ only, and his most precious blood- 
•hedding. This faith the Holy Scripture teacheth us; 
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The profit of this is the strong rock and foundation of 
^i^oniy jSL Christian religion ; this doctrine all old and 
tifieUu' ancient authors of Christ's church do approve ; 

this doctrine advanceth and setteth forth the true glory 
of Christ, and heateth down the vain glory of man ; this 

wbattheybe whosoGvcr denieth, is not to be accounted for 
d^triySS* ^ Christian man, nor for a setter-forth of 
only justifieth.' Christ's glory ; but for an adversary to Christ 
and his gospel, and for a setter-forth of men's vain- glory. 
And although this doctrine be never so true (as it is most 
true indeed) that we be justified freely, without all merit 
of our own good works (as St. Paul doth express it), and 
freely, by this lively and perfect faith in Christ only (as 
the ancient authors use to speak it) yet this true doctrine 
must be also truly understood, and most plainly declared, 
lest carnal men should take unjustly occasion thereby to 
live carnally, after the appetite and will of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. And because no man should err by 

A declaration mistaking of this doctrine, I will plainly and 
i^LwiTwittfouT' shortly so declare the right understanding of 
works justifieth.' the Same, that no man shall justly think that 
he may thereby take any occasion of carnal liberty, to 
follow the desires of the flesh, or that thereby any kind of 
sin shall be committed, or any imgodly living the more 
used. 

First, you shall understand, that in our justification by 
Christ, it is not all one thing, the office of God unto man, 
and the office of man unto Qod. Justification is not the 
office of man, but of God ; for man cannot make himselt 
righteous by his own works, neither in part, nor in the 
whole; for that were the greatest arrogancy and pre- 
sumption of man, that antichrist could set up against 
God, to affirm that a man might by his own works take 
away and purge his own sins, and so justify himself. But 

Jartificationi8J"8^fic*ti<>'^ ^^ the office of God only, and is 
the office of God not a thing which we render unto him, but 
*" ^* which we receive of him ; not which we give 

to him, but which we take of him, by his free mercy, and 
by the only merits of his most dearly beloved Son, our 
only Redeemer, Saviour, and Justifier, Jesus Christ. So 
that the true understanding of this doctrme, * We be 
justified freely by faith without works,' or that *we be 
justified by faith in Christ only/ is not, that this our own 
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act to believe in Christ, or this our faith in Christ, which 
is within us, doth justify us^ and deserve our justification 
unto us, (for that were to count ourselves to be justified 
by some act or virtue that is within ourselves) but the 
true understanding and meaning thereof is, that although 
we hear God's word, and believe it ; although we have 
faith, hope, charity, repentance, dread, and fear of God 
within us, and do never so many works thereunto ; yet we 
must renounce the merit of all our said virtues, of faith, 
hope, charity, and all other virtues and good deeds, which 
we either have done, shall do, or can do, as things that be 
far too weak and insufficient, and imperfect, to deserve re- 
mission of our sins, and our justification ; and therefore 
we must trust only in God's mercy, and that sacrifice 
which our High Priest and Saviour Christ Jesus, the Soi. 
of God, once offered for us upon the cross, to obtain 
thereby God's grace, and remission, as well of our original 
sin in baptism, as of all actual sin committed by us a^er 
our baptism, if we truly repent, and turn unfeignedly to 
him again. So that, as St. John Baptist, although he 
were never so virtuous and godly a man, yet in this 
matter of forgiving of sin, he did put the people from him, 
and appointed them unto Christ, saying thus unto them, 
Bekolcty yonder is the Lamb of God, which taheth away 
the dns of the world (John i. 29) : even so, as great and 
as godly a virtue as the lively faith is, yet it putteth us 
from itself, and remitteth or appointeth us unto Christ, 
for to have only by him remission of our sins, or justifica- 
tion. So that our faith in Christ (as it were) saith unto 
us thus. It is not I that take away your sins, but it is 
Christ only ; and to him only I send you for that purpose, 
forsaking therein all your good virtues, words, thoughts, 
and works, and only putting your trust in Christ. 



THE THIBD PART OF THE SEBMON OF SALVATION. 

It hath been manifestly declared unto you, that no man 
can fulfil the law of God, and therefore by the law all 
men are condemned : whereupon it foUoweth necessal'ily , 
that some other thing should be required for our salvation 
than the law ; and that is, a true and a lively faith in 
Christ, bringing foith good works, and a life according to 
[ill] c 25 
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God's commandments. And also you heard the ancient 
authors' mmds of this saying, * Faith in Christ only justi- 
fieth man/ so plainly declared, that you see, that the very 
true meaning of this proposition or saying, * We be justi- 
fied by faith in Christ only,' (according to the meaning 
of the old ancient authors) is this : We put our faith in 
Christ, that we be justified by him only, that we be jus- 
tified by God's free mercy, and the merits of our Saviour 
Christ only, and by no virtue or good works of our own, 
that is in us, or that we can be able to have, or to do, for 
to deserve the same ; Christ himself only being the cause 
meritorious thereof. 

Here you perceive many words to be used, to avoid 
contention in words with them that delight to brawl about 
words, and also to shew the true meaning, to avoid evil 
taking and misunderstanding 5 and yet peradventure all 
will not serve with them that be contentions ; but con- 
tenders will ever forge matters of contention, even when 
they have none occasion thereto. Notwithstanding, such 
be the less to be passed upon, so that the rest may profit, 
which will be more desirous to know the truth, than (when 
it is plain enough) to contend about it, and with con- 
tentious and captious cavillation, to obscure and darken it. 
Truth it is, that our own works do not justify us, to speak 
properly of our justification 5 that is to say, our works do 
not merit or deserve remission of our sins, and make us, 
of unjust, just before God : but God of his njere mercy, 
through the only merits and deservings of his Son Jesus 
Christ, doth justify us. Nevertheless, because faith doth 
directly send us to Christ for remission of our sins ; and 
that by faith given us of God, we embrace the promise of 
God's mercy, and of the remission of our sins, (which 
thing none other of our virtues or works properly doth,) 
therefore the Scripture useth to say, that faith without 
works dothjustify. And foi*asmuch as it is all one sen- 
tence in effect, to say, * faith without works,' and ' only 
faith,' doth justify us ; therefore the old ancient fathers of 
the church, from time to time, have uttered our justifica- 
tion with this speech, 'Only faith justifieth us:' meaning 
none other thing than St. Paul meant, when he sai^ 
Faith without ivorks justifieth us [Gal. ii. 16]. And be- 
cause all this is brought to pass through the only merits 
and deservings of our Saviour Christ, and not through 
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our merits, or through the merit of any virtue that we 
have within us, or of any work that cometh from us ; 
therefore, in that respect of merit and deserving, we for- 
sake, as it were, altogether again, faith, works, and all 
other virtues. For our own imperfection is so great, 
through the corruption of original sin, that all is imperfect 
that is within us, faith, charity, hope, dread, thoughts, 
words, and works, and therefore not apt to merit and 
deserve any part of our justification for us. And this 
form of speaking use we, in the humbling of ourselves 
to God, and to rive all the glory to our Saviour Christ, 
who is best worthy to have it 

Here you have heard the office of Gk)d in our justifica- 
tion, and how we receive it of him fi-eely, by his mercy, 
without our deserts, through true and lively faith. Now 
you shall hear the office and duty of a Christian man unto 
God, what we ought on our part to render unto God 
agun, for his great mercy and goodness. Our y^^^ ^^^ 
office is, not to pass the time of this present preach 'faith 
life unfruitfully and idly, after that we are S^Ji'^jSSh^' 
baptized or justified, not carine how few good J*^*^^*^'*^* 
works we do, to the glory of God, and profit Soufd do no 
of our neighbours: much less is it our office, s^x^^o'^fc 
after that we be once made Christ's members, to live con- 
traiyto the same; making ourselves members of the devil, 
walxing after his enticements, and after ^he suggestions of 
the world and the flesh, whereby we know that we do 
serve the world and the devil, and not God. For that 
faith which hringeth forth (without repentance) either evil 
works, or no good works, is not a rignt, pure, and lively 
faith, but a deady devilish, counterfeit, and fei^ed/atVA, as 
St. Paul and St. James call it [1 Cor. xiii. 2 ; James ii. 17]. 
For even the devils know and believe that Thedeviu 
Christ was bom of a virgin ; that he fasted nJJ^t^^JJii'^* 
forty days and forty nights without meat and fwth. 
drink; that he wrought all kind of miracles, declaring 
himself very God. They "believe also, that Christ for our 
Bakes suffered most painful death, to redeem us from 
everlasting death, and that he rose again from death, the 
third day : they believe that he ascended into heaven and 
that he sitteth on the right hand of the Father, and at the 
last end of this world shall come a^ain, and judge both 
the quick and the dead. These articles of our faith the 
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devils believe, and so they believe all things that be written 
in the New and Old Testament to be true: and yet for 
all this faith they be but devils, remaining still in their 
damnable estate, lacking the very true Christian faith. 
For the right and true Christian faith is, not what it the 
only to believe that Holy Scripture, and all true and justify- 
the' foresaid articles of our faith are true, but *°*^*^* 
also to have a sure trust and confidence in God's merciful 
promises, to be saved from everlasting damnation by 
Christ: whereof doth follow a loving heart to obey his 
commandments. And this true Christian faith neither 
any devil hath, nor yet any man, which in the outward 
. profession of his mouth, and in his outward receiving of 
the sacraments, in coming to the church, and in all other 
uutward appearances, seemeth to be a Christian man, and 
yet in his living and deeds sheweth the contrary. For 
how can a man nave this true faith, this sure They that con- 
trust and confidence in God, that by the ^^ *JJ^^^ 
merits of Christ his sins be forgiven, and he traefai£*°^ 
reconciled to the favour of God, and to be partaker of 
the kingdom of heaven by Christ, when he liveth un- 
godly, and denieth Christ in his deeds ? Surely no such 
ungodly man can have this faith and trust in God. For 
as they know Christ to be the only Saviour of the world, 
so they know also that wicked men shall not enjoy the 
kingdom of God. They know that Ood hateth unrighte- 
ovmess ; that he will destroy all those that speak untruly 
rPsalm V. 4 — 6) ; that those which have done good works 
(which cannot be done without a lively faith in Christ) 
shall come forth into the resurrection of life, and those 
that have done evil shall come unto the resurrection of 
judgment. Very well they know also, that to them that 
be contentious^ and to them that will not he obedient unto 
the truth, but will obey unrighteousness, shall come indig- 
nation, wrath, and affliction, &c. [Rom. ii. 8, 9]. There- 
fore to conclude, considering the infinite benefits of God, 
shewed and given unto us mercifully without our deserts, 
who hath not only created us of nothing, and from a piece 
of vile clay, of his infinite goodness, hath exalted us (as 
touching our soul) unto his own similitude and likeness } 
but also, whereas we were condemned to hell and death 
everlasting, hath given his own natural Son, being God 
etei-nal, immortal, and equal unto himself in power and 
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glory, to be incarnated, and to take oar moxtal nature 
upon him, with the infirmities of the same, and in the 
same nature to suffer most shameful and painful death for 
our offences, to the intent to justify us, and to restore us 
to life everlasting : so making us also his dear children, 
brethren unto his only Son our Saviour Christ, and inhe- 
ritors for ever with him of his eternal kingdom of heaven. 
These great and merciful benefits of God, if they be 
well considered, do neither minister unto us occasion to be 
idle, and to live without doing any good works, neither 
yet stir us up by any means to do evil thmgs : but con- 
trariwise, if we be not desperate persons, and our hearts 
harder than stones, they move us to render ourselves unto 
God wholly, with all our will, hearts, might, and power, 
to serve him in all good deeds, obeying his command- 
ments during our lives ; to seek in all things his 



and honour, not our sensual pleasures and vain-glory; 
evermore dreading willingly to offend such a merciful 
God and loving Kedeemer, in word, thought, or deed. 
And the said benefits of God, deeply considered, move us 
for his sake also to be ever ready to give ourselves to our 
neighbours, and as much as lieth in us, to study with all 
our endeavour to do good t?> every man. These be the 
fruits of true faith ; to do ^ool as much as lieth in us to 
every man, and above all things, and in all things, to 
advance the glory of God, of whom only we have our 
sanctification, justification, salvation, and redemption. 
To whom be all glory, pr^se, and honour, world 
without end. Amen. 

^ ♦ » 
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A SHORT DECLARATION OF THE TRUE, 
LIVELY, AND CHRISTIAN FAITH. 



The first coming unto God, good Christian ^^ 
people, is through faith, Twherehy as it is 
declared in the last sermon) we he justified hefore God. 
And lest any man should he deceived, for lack of right 
understanding thereof, it is diligently to he noted, that 
faith is taken in the Scripture two manner of ways. 
There is one faith, which in Scripture is called ^ ^^^ ^^ 
a dead faith, which bringeth forth no good 
works, but is idle, barren, and unfruitful. And this faith, 
by the holy apostle St. James, is compared to the faith 
ojdevUsy which believe God to be true and just, and tremble 
toT fear, yet they do nothing well, but all evil TJames ii. 19). 
And such a manner of faith have the wickea and naughty 
Christian people, which confess Ood, as St. Paul saith, in 
their mouth, but deny him in their deeds, being abomi' 
noble, and without the right faith, and to all good works 
reprovable (Titus i. 16). And this faith is a persuasion 
and belief in man's heart, whereby he knoweth that there 
is a God, and agreeth unto all truth of God's most holy 
word, contained in Holy Scripture. So that it consisteth 
only in believing the word of God, that it is true. And 
this is not properly called faith. But as he that readeth 
Caesar's Commentaries, believing the same to be true, 
hath thereby a knowledge of Caesar's life and notable acts, 
because he believeth the history of Caesar ; yet it is not 
properly said, that he believeth in Caesar, of whom he 
looketh for no help nor benefit. Even so, he that be- 
lieveth that all that is spoken of God in the Bible is true, 
and yet liveth so ungodly, that he cannot look to enjoy 
the promises and benefits of God ; although it may be 
saidy that such a man hath a faith and belief to the words 
of God ; yet it is not properly said that he believeth in 
God, or hath such a raith and trust in God, whereby he 
may surely look for grace, mercy, and everlasting life at 
God's hand, but rather for indignation and punishment, 
accordiiig to the merits of his wicked life. For as it is 
written in a book, intituled to be of Didymus Alexandrinus, 
^' Forasmuch as faith without works is dead^ it is not now 
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^th, as a dead man is not a man/^ This dead faith there- 
fore is not the sure and substantial faith, which saveth 
A UtcI feith. s^"®'"^* Another faith there is in Scripture^ 
^^^ which is not (as the foresaid faith) idle, un- 
fruitful, and dead, but worheth by charity (as St. Paul 
declareth, Gal. v. 6) ; which as Uie other yain faith is 
called a dead faith, so may this be called a quick or 
lively faith. And this is not only the common belief of 
the articles of our faith, but it is also a true trust and con- 
fidence of the mercy of God through our Lord Jesus 
Christy and a stedfast hope of all good things to be 
received at God's hand : and that although we, throuj^h 
infirmity, or temptation of our ghostly enemy, do fell 
from him by sin, yet if we return again unto him by true 
repentance, that he will forgive and forget our offences 
for his Son's sake, our Saviour Jesus Christ, and will 
make us inheritors with him of his everlasting kingdom ; 
and that in the mean time, until that kingdom come, he 
will be our protector and defender in all perils and dan- 

fers, whatsoever do chance : and that though sometime 
e doth send us sharp adversity, yet that evermore he 
will be a loving Father unto us, correcting us for our sin, 
but not withdrawing his mercy finally from us, if we trust 
in him, and commit ourselves wholly unto him, hang only 
upon him, and call upon him, ready to obey and serve 
him. This is the true, lively, and unfeigned Christian 
faith, and is not in the mouth and outward profession only, 
but it liveth, and stirreth inwardly in the heart* And this 
faith is not without hope and trust in God, nor without 
the love of God and of our neighbours, nor ^thout the 
fear of God, nor without the desire to hear God's word, 
and to follow the same in eschewing evil, and doing gladly 
all good works. 

^VA faith (as St. Paul describeth it) is the sure ground 
and foundation of the benefits which we ought to look for, 
and trust to receive of God, a certificate and sure looking 
for them, although they yet sensibly appear not unto us 
(Heb. xi. 1). And afier he saith, He that cometh to God 
must believe, both that he is, and that he is a merciful re- 
warder of v)elUdoers [Heb. xi. 6]. And nothing com- 
mendeth good men unto God so much as this assured 
faith and trust in him. Of this faith three things are 
specially to be noted. 31 
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First, tbat this faith doth not lie dead in the heart, bat 
is lively and fruitful in bringing forth good Three thin • 
works. Secondly, that without it can no good arc tobe no& 
works be done, that shall be acceptable and ^^^^ 
pleasant to God. Thirdly, what manner of good works 
they be that this faith dotn bring forth. 

For the first : as the light cannot be hid, but will shew 
forth itself at one place or other; so a true faith j^^ j^ ^^^^ ^^ 
cannot be kept secret, but when occasion is good works, 
offered, it will break out, and shew itself by good works. 
And as the living body of a man ever exerciseth such 
things as belong to a natural and living body, for nourish- 
ment and preservation of the same, as it hath need, oppor- 
tunity, and occasion ; even so the soul 4hat hath a lively 
feith in it will be doing alway some good work,'whicn 
shall declare that it is living, and will not be unoccupied. 
Therefore when men hear in the Scriptures so high com- 
mendations of faith, that it maketh us to please God, to 
live with God, and to be the children of God ; if tiien 
they fancy that they be set at liberty from doing all good 
works, and may live as they list, they trifle with God, and 
deceive themselves. And it is a manifest token that they 
be far from having the true and lively faith, and also far 
from knowledge what true faith meaneth. For the veir 
sure and lively Christian faith is, not only to believe all 
things of God which are contained in Holy Scripture, but 
also to have an earnest trust and confidence in God, that 
he doth regard us, and that he is careful over us, as the 
ather is over the child whom he doth love, and that he 
will be merciful unto us for his only Son's sake, and that 
ve have our Saviour Christ our perpetual Advocate, and 
Priest, in whose only merits, oblation, and sufiering, we 
do trust that our offences be continually washed and 
purged, whensoever we, repenting truly, do return to him 
with our whole heart, stedfastly determining with our- 
selves, through his grace, to obey and serve him in keep- 
ing his commandments, and never to turn back again to 
sin. Such is the true faith that the Scripture doth so 
much commend, the which, when it seeth and considereth 
what God hath done for us, is also moved, through con- 
tinual assistance of the Spirit of God, to serve and please 
him, to keep his favour, to fear his displeasure, to continue 
his obedient children shewing thankfulness again by ob- 
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eervtng and keeping his commandments, and tbat freely, 
for true love chiefly, and not for dread of punishment, or 
love of temporal reward, considering how clearly, withoat 
deservings, we have received his mercy and pardon freely- 
This true faith will shew forth itself, and cannot long 
be idle : for as it is written, Thejtist man doth live by his 
faith (Habak. ii. 4). He neither sleepeth^ nor is idle, 
when he should wake and be well occupied. And God 
by his prophet Jeremiah saith, that he is a happy and 
blessed man, which hath faith and confidence in God. 
For he is like a tree set by the water-side, that spreadeth 
his roots abroad toward the moisture, andfeareth not heat 
when it cometh 5 his leaf will be green, and will not ceoM 
to bring forth his fruit (Jer. xvii. 7, 8; [Psal. i. 3]) : even 
so, faithful men, putting away all fear of adversity, will 
shew forth the fruit of their good "^ works, as occasion is 
offered to do them. 



THE SECOND PABT OF THE SERMON OF FAITH 

Ye have heard in the first part of this sermon, that there 
be two kinds of faith, a dead and an unfruitful faith, and 
a faith lively, that worketh by charity : the first to be 
unprofitable ; the second necessary for the obtaining of our 
salvation: the which faith hath charity always joined 
unto it, and is fruitful, bringing forth all good works. 
Now as concerning the same matter, you shall hear what 
foUowelh. The wise man saith, " He that belie veth in 
God will hearken unto his commandments" (Ecclus. 
xxxii.). 'For if we do not shew ourselves faithful in our 
conversation, the faith which we pretend to have is but a 
feigned faith : because the true Christian faith is manifestly 
shewed by good living, and not by words only, as St. 
Augustine saith, " Good living cannot be sepai*ated from 
true faith, which worketh by love." And St. Chrysostom 
saith, * Faith of itself is full of good works : as soon as 
a man doth believe, he shall be garnished with them.' 
How plentiful this faith is of gocMl works, and how it 
maketh the work of one man more acceptable to God 
than of another, St. Paul teacheth at large in the eleventh 
chapter to the Hebrews, saying, ihsX faith made the obla- 
tion of Abel better than the oblation of Cain (Heb. 3d. 4 5 
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Gen. iv. 4, 5). This made Noah to build the arh (Gen. 
vi. 14y 22; [Heb. xi. 7]). This made Abraham to for' 
sake his country, and all his friends, and to go into a far 
country, there to dwell among strangers (Gen. xi. 31 ; 
[xii. 1 & seq.] ; Ecelus. xliv.). So did also Isaac and 
Jacob, depending or hanging only of the help and trust 
that they had m God. ^d when they came to the 
country which God promised them, they would build no 
cities, towns, nor houses; but lived like strangers in tents, 
that might every day be removed. Their trust was so 
much in God, that they set but little by any worldly thing ; 
for that God had prepared for them better dwelling- 
places in heaven, of his own foundation and building 
[Heb. xi. 8—10, 13—16]. This faith made Abraham 
ready at God's commandment to offer his ozm son and 
heir Isaac, whom he loved so toell, and by whom he was 
promised to have innumerable issue ; among the which. 
One should be horn, in whom all nations should be blessed, 
trusting so much in God, that though he were slain, yet 
t/tat God was able by his omnipotent power to raise him 
from death, and perform his promise (Gen, xxii. 2—10, 
15—18; [Heb. xi. 17— 19]). He mistrusted not the 
promise of God, although unto his reason B^erj thing 
seemed contrary. He believed verily that God would 
not forsake htm in dearth and famine that was m the 
country. And in all other dangers that he was brought 
unto, he trusted ever that God would be his God, and nis 

Protector and defender, whatsoever he saw to the contrary, 
'his faith wrought so in the heart of Moses, that he re- 
fused to be taken for king Pharaoh^ s daughter's son, and 
to have great inheritance in Egypt, thinking it better 
with the people qfOod to have affliction and sorrow, than 
with nau{fhty men in sin to live pleasantly for a time. 
By faith he cared not for the threatening of king Pha- 
raoh : for his trust was so in God, that he passed not of 
the felicity of this world, but looked for the reward to 
come in heaven ; setting his heart upon the invisible God, 
as if he had seen him ever present before his eyes (Exod. 
ii. 11, 15; [Heb. xi.24r-27]). By faith the children of 
Israel passed through the Red Sea (Exod. xiv. 22, 29 ; 
[Heb. xi. 29]). By faith the walls of Jericho fell down 
mthout stroke; and many other wonderful miracles have 
been wrought (Josh. vi. 20 ; [Heb. xi. 30]). In all good 
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men that heretofore have been, faith hath brought forth 
their good works, and obtained the promises of God. 
Faith hath stopped the Horn* mouths (Dan. yi. 22, 23) : 
faith hath quenched the force of fire (Dan iii. 16—25, 28) : 
faith hath escaped the sworas edges: faith hath given 
weak men strength, victory in battle, overthrown the 
armies of infidels, raised the dead to life: faith hath 
made good men to take adversity in good part; some 
have Seen mocked and whipped, hound and cast in 
prison; some have lost all their goods, and lived in great 
poverty; some have wandered in mountabis, hiUs, and 
wilderness ; some have been racked, some slain, som£ 
stoned, some sawn, some rent in pieces, some beheaded, 
some burnt without Tnercy, and would not be delivered^ 
because they looked to rise again to a better state (Heb. 
xi. 33—38). 

All these fathers, martyrs, and other holy men (whom 
St. Paul spake of) had their faith surely fixed in 
God, when all the world was against them* They did 
not only know God to be the Lord, Maker, and Governor 
of all men in the world ; but also they had a special con:, 
fidence and trust that he was and would be their God, 
their comforter, aider, helper, maintainer, and defender. 
This is the Christian faith, which these holy men had, 
and we also ought to have. And although they were 
not named Christian men, yet was it a Christian faith that 
they had ; for they looked for all benefits of God the 
Father, through the merits oi his Son Jesus Christ, as we 
now do. This difierence is between them and us, that 
they looked when Christ should come, and we be in the 
time when he is come. Therefore saith St. Augustine, 
"the time is altered and changed, but not the faith." 
For we have both one faith in one Christ. The same 
Holy Ghost also that u)e have, had they, saith St. Paul 
(2 Cor. iv. 13). For as the Holy Ghost doth teach us to 
trust in God, and to call upon him as our Father ; so did 
he teach them to say, as it is written. Thou Lord art our 
Father and Redeemer, and thy Nam£ is without begin- 
ning, and everlasting (Isai. Ixiii. 16). God gave them 
then grace to be his children, as he doth us now. But 
now, by the coming of our Saviour Christ, we have re- 
ceived more abundantly the Spirit of God in our hearts ; 
whereby we may conceive a greater faith, and a surer 
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trusty tban many of them had. Bat in effect they and 
we be all one : we have the same faith that they had in 
God, and they the same that we have. And St. Paul so 
much extoUeth their faith, because we should no less, but 
rather more, give ourselves wholly unto Clirist, both in 
profession and living, now when Christ is come, than the 
old fathers did before his coming. And by all the decla- 
ration of St. Paul, it is evident, that the true, lively, and 
Christian faith is no dead, vain, or unfruitful thing, but a 
thing of perfect virtue, of wonderful operation or working, 
and strength, bringing forth all good motions and good 
works. 

All- Holy Scripture agreeably beareth witness, that a 
true lively faith in Christ doth bring forth good works ; 
and therefore every man must examine and try himself 
diligently, to know whether he have the same true lively 
faith in his heart imfeignedly, or not; which he shall 
know by the fruits thereof. Many that professed the 
faith of Christ were in this error, that they thought they 
knew God, and believed in him, when in their life they 
declared the contrary : which error St. John in his first 
'epistle confuting, writeth in this wise. Hereby we are 
certified that we know God, if we observe his command- 
ments. He that saith he knoweth God, and obse9*veth 
not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him (1 John ii. 3, 4). And again he saith. Whosoever 
sinneth doth not see God, nor' know Mm. Let no man 
deceive you, weU-beloved children (1 John iii. 6, 7). And 
moreover he saith, Hereby we know that we be of the 
truthi and so we shall persuade our hearts b^ore him. 
For if our oum hearts reprove us, God i^ above our 
hearts, and knoweth all things, Wellbeloved, if our 
hearts reprove us not, then Juzve we confidence in God, 
and shall have of him whatsoever we ask, becatise we keep 
his commandments, and do those things that please him 
(1 John iii. 19—22). And yet further he saith. Every 
man tliat believeth that Jesus is Christ, is bom of God ; 
and we hwio that whosoever is bom of God doth not sin : 
but he that is begotten of God purgeth himself, and the 
devil doth not touch him (\ John v. 1, 18). And finally 
he concludeth, and shewetn the cause why he wrote this 
epistle, saying. For this cause have I thus written unto 
you, that you ma^ know that you have evei'lristijig 
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life, which do believe in the Son of God (1 John y. 13). 
And in his third epistle he confirmeth the whole 
matter of faith and works in few words, saying, He 
that doth well is of God, and he that doth evil 
hnoweth not God (3 John 11). And as St. John 
saith, that the lively knowledge and faith of God 
bringeth forth good works ; so saith he likewise of hope 
and charity, that they cannot stand with evil living. Of 
hope he writeth thus, We know that when God sliall 
appear, we shall be like unto him, for we shall see him 
even as he is: and whosoever hath this hope in him doth 
purify himself, like as God is pure (1 J ohn iii. 2, 3),^ 
And of charity he saith these words, Me that doth keep 
God's word and commandment, in him is truly the per- 
fect love of God (1 John ii. 5). And a^ain he saith. 
This Is the love of God, that we should keep his com- 
ma7id7nents (1 John v. 3). And St. John wrote not this 
as a subtile saying, devised of his own fancy, but as a 
most certain and necessary truth, taught unto him by 
Christ himself, the eternal and infallible Verity, who in 
many places doth most clearly affirm, that faith, hope, and 
charity, cannot consist or stand without good and godly 
works. Of faith he saith, I£e that believeth in the Son 
hath everlasting life; but he tliat believeth not in the Son 
shall not see that life, but the tvrath of God remaineth 
upon him (John iii. 36). And the same he confirmeth with 
a double oath, saying, Verily, verily, I say unto you. He 
that believeth in me hath everlasting life (John vi. 47). 
Now forasmuch as he that believeth in Christ hath ever- 
lasting life, it must needs consequently follow, that he 
that hath this faith must have also good works, and be 
studious to observe God's commandments obediently. 
For to them that have evil works, and lead their life in 
disobedience and transgression, or breaking of God's 
commandments, without repentance, pertaineth not ever- 
lasting life, but everlasting death, as Christ himself saith. 
They that do well shall go into life eternal; but they that 
do evil sihall go into everlasting fire (Matt. xxv. 46). And 
again he saith, I am the first letter and the last, the be- 
ginning and the ending: to him that is athirst, I will 
give oftlie well of the water of life freely : he that hath 
the victory shall Jiave all things, and I will be his God, 
and he shall be my son ; but they that be fearful, miS' 
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trusting God, and lacking faith, they that he cursed 
people, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their portion in 
the lake that bumeth with fire and Irrimstone, which is 
the second death (Rev. xxi. 6—8). And as Christ un- 
doubtedly affirmetn, that true faith bringeth forth good 
works, so doth he say likewise of charity, ^jj^^^^ ^^^j^^^^ 
Whosoever hath My commandments and eth forth good 
heepeth them, that i^ lie that loveth me. And ^^"'^ 
after he saith. He that loveth me will keep my word, and 
he that loveth me not keepeth not my words TJohn xiv. 
Jl\, 23, 24). And as the love of God is tried by good 
works, so is the fear of God also, as the wise man saith, 
" The dread of God putteth away sin " ^Ecclus i.). And 
also he saith, « He that feareth God will do good works" 
(Ecclus, XV.) 



THB THIRD PART OF THE SERMON OV FAITH. 

You have beard in the second part of this sermon, that 
no Bkan sbwild think that be hath that lively faith which 
Scripture eommandeth, when he liveth not obediently to 
God's laws ^ for all good works spring out of that faith. 
And also it hath been declared unto you by examples, 
that faith maketh men stedfast, quiet, and patient in all 
affliction. Now as concerning the same matter, you shall 
bear what foUoweth. 

A man may soon deceive himself, and think in his own 
fancy that he by ^ith knoweth God, loveth him, feareth 
him, and belongeth to him, when in very deed he doth 
nothing less. For the trial of all these things is a very 
godly and Christian life. He that feeletb his heart set to 
seek God's honour, and studieth to know the will and 
commandments of God, and to frame himself thereunto, 
and leadeth not his life after the desire of his own flesh, 
to serve the devil by sin, but setteth his mind to serve 
God for His own sake, and for his sake also to love all 
his neighbours, whether they be friends or adversaries, 
doing good to every man, as opportunity serveth, and 
willingly hurting no man : such a man may well rejoice 
in God, perceiving by the trade of his life,* that he un- 
feiiifnedly hath the right knowledge of God, a lively faith^ 
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a stedfast hope, a trae and unfeigned love and fear of God. 
But he that casteth away the yoke of God's command- 
ments f^rom hia neck, and giveth himsdf to live without 
true repentance, after his own sensual mind and pleasure, 
not regarding to know God's word, and much less to live 
accormng thereunto ; such a man cleariy deceiveth him- 
self, and seeth not his own heart, if he thinketh that he 
either knoweth God, loveth him, feareth him, or trusteth 
in him. Some peradventure fancy in themselves that 
they helong to God, although they live in sin, and so they 
come to the church, and shew themselves as God's dear 
children. But St. John saith plainly. If we say that toe. 
have any company with God, and toalk in darkness, we 
do lie (I John i. 6). Other do vainly think that they 
know and love God, although they pass not of his com- 
mandments. But St John saith clearly. He that saith, 
I know Qod, and keepeth not his commandments, he is a 
liar (I John ii. 4). Some falsely persuade themselves, 
that tney love God, when they h^ their neighbours. 
But St. John saith nkaniiestly. If any man say^ I love 
God, and yet hateth his brother, he is a liar CI John iv. 
20). He that saith that he is in the light, and hateth his 
brother, he is still in darkness. He that loveth his bro- 
ther dwelleth in the light ; but he that hateth his brother 
is in darkness, and vmlketh in darkness, and knotoeth not 
wMtkei* he goeth : for darkness hath bUnded his eyes 
(1 John ii. 9 — 11). And moreover he saith. Hereby we 
manifestly know the children of God from the children of 
the aevih He that doeth not righteously is not the child 
of God, nor he that hateth his brother (I John iii. 10). 

Deceive not yourselves therefore, thinking that you 
have faith in God, or that you love God, or do trust in 
him, or do fear him, when you live in sin : for then your 
ungodly and sinful life declareth the contrary, whatsoever 
voct say or think. It pertaineth to a Christian man to 
have thb true Christian &ith, and to try himself whether 
he bath it or no, and to know what belongeth to it, and 
how it doth work in him. It is not the world that we 
can trust to; the world, and all that is therein, is but 
vanity. It is God that must be our defence and protec- 
tion against all temptation <^ wickedness and sin, errors, 
superstition, idolatry, and all evil. If all the world were 
on our ^e, and God against us, what could the world 
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ayail us ? Therefore let us set. our whole faith and trust 
in God^ and neither the world, the devil, nor all the 
power of them, shall prevail against us. Let us therefore, 
good Christian people, tr7 and examine our faith, what it 
is : let us not flatter ourselves, hut look upon our works, 
and so judge of our faith what it is. Christ himself 
speaketh of this matter, and saith, The tree is known by 
the fruit (Luke vi. 44). Therefore let us do good works^ 
and thereby declare our faith to be the lively Christian 
faith. Let us, by such virtues as ought to spring out of 
faith, shew our election to be sure and stable, as St. Peter 
teacheth, Endeavour yourselves to make your calling and 
election certain by good works (2 Peter i. 10). And also 
he saith. Minister or declare in your faith virtue, in 
virtue knowledge, in knowledge temperance, in temperance 
patience, in patience godliness, in godliness brotherly 
charity, in brotherly charity love [2 Peter i. 5 — 7] : so 
shall we shew indeed that we have the very lively Chris- 
tian faith, and may so both certify our conscience the 
better that we be in the right faith, and also by these 
means confirm other men. If these fruits do not follow, 
we do but mock with God, deceive ourselves, and also 
other men. Well may we bear the name of Christian 
men, but we do lack the true faith that doth belong there- 
unto: for true faith doth ever bring forth good works, 
as St. James saith. Shew me thy faith by thy deeds (James 
ii. 18). Thy deeds and works must be an open testi- 
monial of thy faith: otherwise thv faith, being without 
good works, is but the devils' faith, the faith of the 
wicked, a fantasy of faith, and not a true Christian faith. 
And like as the devils and evil people be nothing the 
better for their counterfeit faith, but it is unto them the 
more cause of damnation : so they that be christened 
and have received .knowledge of God and of Christ's 
merits, and yet of a set purpose do live idly, without 
good works, thinking the name of a naked faith to be 
either sufficient for them, or else setting their minds upon 
vain pleasures of this world, do live in sin without re- 
pentance, not uttering the fruits that do belong to such an 
hish profession ; upon such presumptuous persons, and 
wilful sinners, must needs remain the great vengeance of 
God, and eternal punishment in hell, prepared for the 
unjust and wicked livers. Therefore as you profess the 
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name of Christy good Christian people, let no such fantasy 
and imagination of faith at any time beguile you ; but be 
sure of your faith, try it by your living, look upon the 
fruits that come of it, mark the increase of love and charity 
by it towards God and your neighbour, and so shall you 
perceive it to be a true lively faith. If you feel and j5er- 
ceive such a faith in you, rejoice in it ; and be diligent to 
maintain it, and keep it still in you ; let it be daily in- 
creasing, and more and more be well working, and so 
shall you be sure that you shall please God by this faith ; 
and at the length, as other faithful men have done before, 
so shall you, when his will is, come to him, and receive 
the end and Jinal reward of your faiths as St. Peter 
nameth it, the salvation of your souls (1 Pet. i. 9) : the 
which God grant us, that hath promised the .same mito 
his faithful : to whom be all honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 

< ♦ » 
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A SERMON HOW DANGEROUS A THING 
IT IS TO FALL FROM GOD. 



Op our going from God, the wise man saith that 
pride was the first beginning : for by it man's heart was 
turned from God his Maker. ^ For pride (saith he) is the 
fountain of all sin : he that hath it shall be full of cursings, 
and at the end it shall overthrow him ' (Ecclus. x). And 
as by pride and sin we go from God, so shall God and all 
goodness with him go from us. And the prophet Hosea 
doth plainly affirm, that they which go away still from 
God by vicious living, and yet would go about to pacify 
him otherwise by sacrifice, and entertain him thereby, 
they labour in vain. For, notwithstanding all their sacri- 
fice, yet he goeth still away from them. JForsomtich, saith 
the prophet, as they do not apply their minds to return 
to Uodf although they go about with whole flocks and 
herds to seek the Lord, yet they shall not find him : for he 
is gone away from them (Hosea v. 4—6. [vi. 6]). But as 
touching our turning to God, or from God, you shall 
understand that it may be done divers ways. Sometimes 
directly by idolatry, as Israel and Judah then did : some- 
times men go from God by lack of faith, and mistrusting 
of God ; whereof Isaiah speaketh on this wise. Woe to 
them that go dovm into Egypt to seek for help, trusting in 
horses, and having confidence in the number of chariots, and 
puissance or power of horsemen. They have no confidence 
in the holy God of Israel, nor seek for the Lord. But what 
followeth ? The Lord shall let his hand fall upon them, and 
down shall come both the helper and he that is holpen ; they 
shall be destroyed all together (Isaiah xxxi. 1, 3). Some- 
time men go from God by the neglecting of his command- 
ments concerning their neighbours, which command them 
to express hearty love towards every man, as Zechariah said 
unto the people in God's behalf. Give true judgment, shew 
mercy and compassion every one to his brother, imagine no 
deceit towards widows, or children fatherless and mother' 
less, toward strangers, or the poor ; let no man forge evil 
in his heart against his brother (Zech. vii. 9, 10). But 
42 [viU] 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A Sermon of Falling from God. 

these things they passed not of, they turned their hacks, 
and went their way, they stopped their ears that they 
might not hear, they hardened their hearts as an adamant 
stone, that they might not listen to the law, and the words 
that the Lord had sent thronffh his Holy Spirit, hy his 
ancient prophets. Wherefore tne Lord shewed his great 
indignation npon them. It came to pass, saith the pro- 
phet, even as I told them : as they would not hear, so when 
they cried, they were not heard, but were scattered into 
all kingdoms which they never knew, and their land was 
made desolate {Zech. vii. 13, 14). And to be short, all 
they that may not abide the word of God, bat following 
the persuasions and stubbornness of their own hearts, eo 
backward and not forward, as it is said in Jeremiah, They 
go and turn away from God TJer. vii. 24). Insomuch 
that Driven saith, ** He that witn mind, with study, with 
deeds, with thought and care, applieth and giveth himself 
to God's word, and thinketh upon his laws day and night, 
giveth himself wholly to God, and in his precepts and 
commandments is exercised ; this is he that is turned to 
God." And on the other part he saith, " Whosoever is 
occupied with fables and tales, when the word of God is 
rehearsed, he is turned from God. Whosoever in time of 
reading God's word is careful in hb mind of worldly 
business, of money, or of lucre, he is turned from Goa. 
Whosoever is entangled with the cares of possessions, filled 
with covetousness of riches, whosoever studieth for the 
glory and honour of this world, he is turned from God." 
So that after his mind, whosoever hath not a special mind to 
that thing that is commanded or taught of God, he that doth 
not listen unto it, embrace, and print it in his heart, to the 
intent that he may duly fashion his life thereafter, he is 
plainly turned from God, although he do other things of 
nis own devotion and mind, which to him seem better, 
and more to God's honour. 

Which thing to be true, we be taught and admonished 
in the Holy Scripture, by the example of king Saul, who 
being commanded of God by Samuel, that he should kill 
all the Amalekites, and destroy them clearly with their 
goods and cattle ; yet he being moved partly with pity, 
and partly (as he thought) with devotion unto God, saved 
Agag the king,' and all the chief of their cattle, therewith 
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to make sacrifice unto Ood. Wherewithal! God being 
displeased highly , said unto the prophet Samuel^ I repent 
that ever I made Saul king, for he hath forsaken me, and 
not followed my words, and so he commanded Samuel to 
shew him ; and when Samuel asked wherefore (contrary 
to God's word) he had saved the cattle, he excused the 
matter partly by fear, saying, he durst do none other, for 
that the people would have it so ; partly, for that they 
were goodly beasts, he thought God would be content, 
seeing it was done of a good intent and devotion, to honour 
God with the sacrifice of them. But Samuel, reproving 
all such intents and devotions, (seem they never so much 
to God's honour, if they stand not with his word, whereby 
we may be assured of his pleasure) said in this wise. 
Would Ood have sacrifices and offerings, or rather that 
his word should be obeyed 7 To obey him is better than 
offerings, and to listen to him is better than to offer the 
fat of rams : yea, to repugn against his voice is as evil as 
tlie sin of soothsaying : and not to agree to it is like ahomi' 
noble idolatry. And nofw, forasmuch as thou hast cast 
away the word of the Lord, he hath cast away thee, that 
thoushouldest not be king (1 Sam. xv. 3—26). 

By all these examples of Holy Scripture, we may 
The turning ot^^^^f ^^^t as wc forsake God, so shall he 
God from man. ever forsake us. And what miserable state 
doth consequently and necessarily follow thereupon, a 
man may easily consider by the terrible threatenings of 
God. And although he consider not all the said misery 
to the uttermost, bemg so great that it paeeeth any man s 
capacity in this life sufficiently to consider the same ; yet 
he shall soon perceive so much thereof, that if his heart 
be not more than stony, or harder than the adamant, he 
shall fear, tremble, and quake, to call the same to his 
remembrance. 

First, the displeasure of God towards us is com- 
monly expressed in. the Scripture by these two things ; by 
shewing nis fearful countenance upon us, and by turning 
his face, or hiding it from us. By shewing his dreadful 
countenance is signified his great wrath ; but by turning 
his face or hiding thereof is many times more signified, 
that is to. say, that he clearly forsaketh us, and giveth us 
over. The which significations be taken of the properties of 
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men's manners. For men towards them whom they favour 
commonly bear a good, a cheerful, and a loving counte- 
nance \ so that by the face or countenance of a man, it doth 
commonly appear what will or mind he beareth towards 
other. So when God doth shew his dreadful countenance 
towards us, tha is to say, doth send dreadful plagues of 
sword, famine, or pestilence upon us, it appeareth that he 
is greatly wroth with us. But when he withdraweth 
from us his word, the right doctrine of Christ, his gra- 
cious assistance and aid, (which is ever joined to his word) 
and leaveth us to our own wit, our own will and strength ; 
he declareth then, that he beginneth to forsake us. For 
whereas God hath shewed to all them that truly believe 
his gospel, his face of mercy in Jesus Christ, which doth 
so lighten their hearts, that they (if they behold it as they 
ought to do) be transformed to nis image, be made par- 
takers of the heavenly light, and of his Holy Spirit, and 
be fashioned to him in all goodness requisite to the chil- 
dren of God : so, if they after do neglect the same, if they 
be unthankful unto him, if they order not their lives 
according to his example and doctrine, and to the setting 
forth of his glory, he will take away from them his king* 
dom, his holy word, whereby he should reign in them, 
because they bring not forth the fruit thereof that he 
looketh for. Nevertheless, he is so merciful, and of so . 
long-sufferance, that he doth not shew upon us that great 
wrath suddenly. But when we begin to shrink from his 
word, not believing it, or not expressing it in our livings; 
first he doth send his messengers, the true preachers of his 
word, to admonish and warn us of our duty : that as he 
for his part, for the great love he bare unto us, delivered 
his own Son to suffer death, that we by his death might 
be delivered from death, and be restored to the life ever- 
lasting, evermore to dwell with him, and to be partakers 
and inheritors with him of his everlasting glory and king- 
dom of heaven; so again, that we for our parts should 
walk in a godly life, as becometh his children to do. 
And if this will not serve, but still we remain disobedient 
to his word and will, not knowing him, nor loving him, 
not fearing him, not putting our whole trust and confi- 
dence in him ; and, on the other side, to our neighbours 
behaving ourselves uncharitably, by disdain, envy, malice, 
or by committing murder, robbery, adultery, gluttony, 
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deceit^ lying, swearing, or other like detestable works, 
and ungodly behaviour, then he threateneth us by terri- 
ble comminations^ swearing in great anger ^ that whosoever 
doth these works, shaU never enter into his rest, which is 
the kingdom of heaven^ (Psal. xcv. 11 j 1 Cor. vi. 9 ; 
Heb. iii. 11.) 



THE SECOND PART OF THE SERMON OP FALLING FROBf 
GOD. 

In the former part of this sermon ye have learned how 
many manner of ways men fall from God : some by ido- 
latry, some for lack of faith, some by neglecting of their 
neighbours, some by riot hearing of God's word, some 
by the pleasure they take in the vanities of worldly things. 
xe have also learned in what misery that man is, which 
is gone from God : and how that God yet of his infinite 
goodness, to call again man from that his misery, useth 
nrst gentle admonitions by his preachers, after he la^eth 
on terrible threatenings. Now if this gentle monition 
and threatening together do not serve, then God will shew 
his terrible countenance upon us, he will pour intolerable 
plagues upon our heads, and afler he will take away from 
us all his aid and assistance, wherewith before he did 
defend us from all such manner of calamity. As the 
evangelical prophet Isaiah, agrfeeing with Christ's parable, 
doth teach us, saying, that &od had made a goodly vine- 
yard for his beloved children ; he hedged it, he walled it 
round about, he planted it with chosen vines, and made a 
turret in the midst thereof, and therein also a wine-press. 
And when he looked that it should bring him forth good 
arapes, it brought forth wild grapes. And after it fol- 
loweth, Now shall I shew you, saith God, what I wiU do 
with my vineyard : I will pluck down the hedges, that it 
mxiy perish : I will break doum the walls, that it may be 
trodden underfoot : J will let it lie waste, it shall not be 
cut, it shall not be digged, but briers and thorns shall 
overgrow it, and I shall command the clouds that they 
shall no more rain upon it (Isaiah v. 1, 2, 5, 6 ; Matt, 
xxi. 33). 

B;^ these threatenings we are monished and warned, 
that if we, which are the chosen vineyard of God, bring 
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not forth good grapes, that is to say, good works, that 
may be delectable and pleasant in his sight, when he 
looketh for them, when he sendeth his messengers to call 
upon us for them, but rather bring forth wild grapes, that 
is to say, sour works, unsweet, unsavoury, and unfruitfal ; 
then will he pluck away all defence, and suffer grievous 
plagues of famine, battle, dearth, and death, to light upon 
us. Finally, if these serve not, he will let us lie waste, he 
will give us over, he will turn away from us, he will dig 
and delve no more about us, he will let us alone, and suffer 
us to bring forth even such fruit as we will, to bring forth 
brambles, briers, and thorns, all naughtiness, all vice, and 
that so abundantly, that they shall clean overgrow us, 
choke, strangle, and utterly destroy us. But they that in 
this world live not after God, but after their own carnal 
liberty, perceive not this great wrath of God towards 
them, that he will not dig nor delve any more about them, 
that he doth let them alone even to themselves. But they 
take this for a great benefit of God, to have all their own 
liberty ; and so they live, as if carnal liberty were the 
true liberty of the Gospel. But God forbid (good peo- 
ple) that ever we should desire such liberty. For although 
God suffer sometimes the wicked to have their pleasure 
in this world, yet the end of ungodly living: is at length 
endless destruction. The murmuring Israelites had that 
they longed for ; they had quails enough, yea till they 
were weary of them. But wKat was the end thereof ? 
Their sweet meat had sour sauce : even whiles the meat 
was in their mouths, the plagtie ofOod lighted upon them^ 
and suddenly they died (Num. xi. 4 — 6, 31 — 33 j. So, if 
we live ungodly, and God suffereth us to follow our own 
wills, to have our own delights and pleasures, and correct- 
eth us not with some plague; it is no doubt but he is almost 
utterly displeased with us. And although he be long ere he 
strike, yet many times when he striketh such persons, he 
striketh them at once for ever. So that when he doth 
not strike us, when he oeaseth to afflict us, to punish or 
beat us, and suffereth us to run headlong into all ungodli- 
ness and pleasures of this world that we delight in, with- 
out punishment and adversity, it is a dreadful token that 
he loveth us no longer, that he careth no longer for us, 
but hath given us over to our own selves. As long as a 
man doth prune his vines, doth dig at the roots, and doth 
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lay fresh earth to them , he hath a mind to them, he par- 
cel veth some token of fruitfulness^ that may be recovered 
in them ; but ^hen he will bestow no more such cost and 
labour about them, then it is a sign that he thinketh they 
will never be good. And the father, as long as he loveth 
his child, he looketh angerly, he correcteth him when he 
doth amiss ; but when that serveth not, and upon that he 
ceaseth from correction of him, and sufferetn him to do 
what he list himself, it is a sign that he intendeth to dis- 
inherit him, and to cast him away for ever. So surely 
nothing should pierce our heart so sore, and put us in 
such horrible fear, as when we know in our conscience, 
that we have grievously offended God, and do so continue, 
and that yet he striketh not, but quietly sufiereth us in the 
naughtiness that we have delight in. Then specially it 
is time to cry, and to cry again, as David did. Cast me 
not away from thy face^ and take not away thy Holy 
Spirit from me. jLordj turn not away thy face from me^ 
cast not thy servant away in displeasure. Hide not thy 
face from me, lest I he like unto them that go down to hell 
(Psal. li. 11 ; Psal. xxvii. 9; Psal. cxliii. 7). The which 
lamentable prayers of him, as they do certify us what 
hoiTible danger they be in, from whom God tumeth his 
face (for the time, and as long as he so doth) so should 
they move and stir us to cry upon God with all our heart, 
that we may not be brought into that state, which doubt- 
less is so sorrowful, so miserable, and so dreadful, as no 
tongue can sufficientlv express, nor any heart can think. 
For what deadly grief may a man suppose it is to be under 
the wrath of God, to be forsaken of him, to have his 
Holy Spirit the author of all goodness to be taken from 
_ him, to be brought to so vile a condition, that he shall be 
left meet for no better purpose, than to be for ever con- 
demned in hell ? For not only such places of David do 
shew, that upon the turning of God's face from any per- 
sons, they snail be left bare from all goodness, and far 
from hope of remedy j but also the place rehearsed last 
before of Isaiah doth mean the same, which sheweth that 
God at length doth so forsake his unfruitful vineyard, that 
he will not only suffer it to bring forth weeds, briers, and 
thorns, but also, further to punish the unfriiitfulness of it, 
he saith he will not cut it, he will not delve it, and he will 
command the clouds that they shall not rain upon it: 
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whereby is signified the teaching of his holy word, which 
St. Paul, after a like manner, expressed by* planting and 
watering, meaning that he will take that away from them, 
so that they shall be no longer of his kingdom, they shall 
he no longer governed by his Holy Spirit, they shall be 
put from the ^ace and benefits that they had, and ever 
might have enjoyed through Christ, they shall be deprived 
of the heavenly light and life, which they had in Christ, 
whilst they abode in him ; they shall be (as they were 
once) as men without God in this world, or rather in 
worse takin&c. And to be short, they shall be given into 
the power ol the devil, which beareth the rule in all them 
that be cast away from God, as he did in Saul and Judas, 
and generally in all such as work after their own wills, 
the cnildren of mistrust and unbelief. (1 Sam. xv. 23, 
[xvi. 14, John xiii. 27]). 

Let us beware therefore, good Chiistian people, lest 
that we, rejecting or casting away God's Word, by the 
which we obtain and retain true faith in God, be not at 
length cast off so far, that we become as the children of 
unbelief, which be of two sorts, far diverse, yea almost 
clean contrary, and yet both be very far from returning to 
God. The one sort, only weighing their sinful and detest- 
able living, with the right judgment and straitness of 
God's righteousness, be so without counsel, and be so 
comfortless (as they all must needs be, from whom the 
Spirit of counsel and comfort is gone) that they will not 
be persuaded in their hearts, but that either God cannot, 
or else that he will not, take them again to his favour and 
mercy. The other, hearing the loving and large promises 
of God's mercy, and so not conceiving a right faith thereof, 
make those promises larger than ever God did ; trusting, 
that although they continue in their sinful and detestable 
living never so long, yet that God, at the end of their life, 
will shew his mercy upon them, and that then they will 
return. And both these two sorts of men be in a damna- 
ble state, and yet nevertheless, God (who toiUetk not the 
death of the wicked) hath shewed means, whereby both 
the same (if they take heed . in season) may escape 
(Ezek. xviii. 23, 32; xxxiii. 11). 

The first as they do dread God's rightful justice ia 
punishing sinners, (whereby they should be Against despe- 
dismayed, and should despair indeed, as touch- ^^^^^ 
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iAg any hope that may be in themselves) so if they would 
constantiy or stedfastly believe, that God's mercy is the 
remedy appointed against despair and distrust, not only 
for them, but generally for all that be sorry and truly 
repentant, and will therewithal stick to God's mercy, they 
may be sure they shall obtain mercy, and enter into the 
port or haven of safeguard, into the which whosoever 
doth come, be they beforetime never so wicked, they shall 
be out of danger of everlasting damnation, as God by 
Ezekiel saith, What time soever a sinner doth return, and 
take earnest and true repentance, I will forget all his 
toickedness (Ezek. xxxiii. 14 — 16, 19). 

The other, as they be ready to believe God's promises, 

Against pre- 80 they should be as ready to believe the 
sumption. threatenings of God : as well as they should 

believe the law, as the gospel : as well that there is an 
hell and everlasting fire, as that there is an heaven and 
everlasting joy : as well they should believe damnation to 
be threatened to the wicked and evil-doers, as salvation 
to be promised to the faithful in word and works ; as well 
they should believe God to be true in the one, as in the 
other. And the sinners, that continue in their wicked liv- 
ing, ought to think that the promises of God's meroy, 
and the gospel, pertain not unto them being in that state, 
but only the law, and those Scriptures which contain the 
wrath and indignation of God, and his threatenings, which 
should certify them, that as they do over-boldly presume 
of God's mercy, and live dissolutely ; so doth God still 
more and more withdraw his mercy from them, and he is 
so provoked thereby to wrath at length, that he destroy eth 
such presumers many times suddenly. For of such St. 
Paul said thus, JVfien they shall sag, It is peace, there is 
no danger, then shall sudden destruction come upon them 
(1 Thess. V. 3). Let us beware therefore of such naughty 
boldness to sin. For God, which hath promised his mercy 
to them that be truly repentant, (although it be at the 
latter end) hath not promised to the presumptuous sinnery 
either that he shall have long life, or that he shall have 
true repentance at the last end. But for that purpose 
hath he made every man's death uncertain, that he should 
not put his hope in the end, and in the mean season (to 
God s high displeasure) live ungodly. Wherefore, let us 
follow the counsel of the wise man, " let us make no tarry- 
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iDg to turn unto the Lord : let us not put off from day to 
daj^ for suddenly shall his wrath come, and in time of 
vengeance he will destroy the wicked." Let us therefore 
turn hetimesy and when we turn let us pray to God, as 
Hosea teacheth, saying, Forgive all our sins, receive us 
graciously (Hosea xiv. 2). And if we turn to him "with 
an humble and a very penitent heart, he will receive us to 
his favour and grace for his holy name's sake, for his 
promise sake, for his truth and mercies' sake, promised to 
all faithful believers in Jesus Christ, his only natural Son : 
to whom the only Saviour of the world, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour, glory, and power, 
world without end. Amen, 

# ♦ » — 
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It is not to be marvelled that worldly men do fear to die. 
For death depriveth them of all worldly honours, riches, 
and possessions, in the fruition whereof the worldly man 
counteth himself happy, so long as he may enjoy them at 
his own pleasure : and otherwise, if he be dispossessed of 
the same, without hope of recovery, then he can none 
othwwise think of himself, but that he is unhappy, because 
he hath lost his worldly joy and pleasure. Alas, thinketh 
this carnal man, shall 1 now depart for ever from all 
my honours, all my treasure, from my country, friends, 
riches, possessions, and worldly pleasures, which are my 
joy and heart's delight? Alas that ever that day 
shall come, when all these I must bid farewell at once, 
and never enjoy any of them after. Wherefore it is not 
without great cause spoken of the wise man, " O death, 
how bitter and sour is the remembrance of thee to a man 
that liveth in peace and prosperity in his substance, to a 
man living at ease, leading his life after his own mind 
without trouble, and is therewithal well pampered and 
fed ! " (Ecclus. xli.) There bC other men, whom this 
world doth not so greatly laugh upon, but rather vex and 
oppress with poverty, sickness, or some other advereity ; 
yet they do fear death, partly because the flesh abhorreth 
naturally his own sorrowful dissolution, which death doth 
threaten unto them, and partly by reason of sicknesses 
and painful diseases, which be most strong pangs and 
agonies in the flesh, and use commonly to come to sick 
men before death, or at the least accompany death, when- 
soever it Cometh. 

Although these two causes seem great and weighty to a 
worldly man, whereupon he is moved to fear death, yet 
there is another cause much greater than any of these 
afore rehearsed, for which indeed he hath just cause to 
fear death ; and that is the state and condition whereunto 
at the last end death bringeth all them that have their 
hearts fixed upon this world, without repentance and 
amendment. This state and condition is called the second 
death, which unto all such shall ensue after this bodily 
Jeath [Rev. xx, 6, 14; xxi. 81. And this is that death, 
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which indeed ought to he dread and feared : for it is an ^yer-^ 
lasting: loss without remedy of the grace and favour of God, 
and of evedasting joy, pleasure, and felicity. And it is not 
only the loss for ever of all these eternal pleasures, but also it 
is the condemnation both of body and soul (without either 
appellation, or hope of redemption,) unto everlasting pains 
in hell. Unto this state death sent the unmerciful and un-' 
jodly rich man, that Luke speaketh of in his Gospel; who 
lying in all wealth and pleasure in this world, and cherish- 
ing himself daily with dainty fare, and gorgeous apparel, 
despised poor Lazarus, that lay pitifully at his gate, misera- 
bly plagued and full of sores, and also grievously pined 
with hunger. Both these two were arrested of death> which 
sent Lazarus, the poor miserable man, by angels anon iinto 
Abraham's bosom \ a place of rest, pleasure, and consola- 
tion : but the unmerciful rich man desceiicfed down into hell, 
and being in torments, he cried for comfort, complaining 
of the intolerable pain that he suffered in that flame of fire, 
but it was too late (Luke xvi. 19--26V So unto this 

Elace bodily death sendeth all them tnat in this world 
ave their joy and felicity, all them that in this world be 
Unfaithful unto God, and uncharitable unto their neigh- 
bours, so d3dng without repentance and hope of God's 
mercy. Wherefore it is no marvel^ that the worldly man 
feareth death; for he hath much more cause so to do, 
than he himself doth consider. Thus we see three causes 
why worldly men fear death. One, because they shall 

The flrrt. losc thereby their worldly )ionours, riches,, 
possessions, and all their heart's desires : another, because 

Second. of the painful diseases, and bitter pangs, whicii 
commonly men suffer, either before or at the time of 
death : but the chief cause above all other, is the dread of 

Third. the miserable state of eternal damnation both 

of body and soul, which they fear shall follow, after their 
departing from the worldly pleasures of this present life. 

For these causes be all mortal men (which be given 
to the love of Uiis world) both in fear, and state of death, 
through sin (as the holy apostle saith^ so long as they live 
here in this world (Heb* ii. 15). But (everlasting thanks be 
to Almighty God for ever) there is never a one of all these 
causes, no nor yet they all together, that can niake a true 
Christian man afraid to die, (who is the very member of 
Christ, the temple of the Holy Ohost (1 Cor. iii. 16; [vi. 19])^ 
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the son of God, and the veiy inheritor of the everlasting 
kingdom of heaven) but plainly contrary, he conceiveth 
great and many causes, undoubtedly grounded upon the 
inMible and everlasting truth of the word of God, 
which moveth him, not only to put away the fear of bodily- 
death, but also for the manifold benqfits and singular com- 
modities, which ensue unto every faithful person by reason 
of the same, to wish, desire, and long heartily for it For 
death shall be to him no death at all, but a very deliver* 
anoe from death, from all pains, cares, and sorrows, 
miseries and wretchedness of this world, and the very 
entry into rest, and a beginning of everlasting joy, a tast- 
ing of heavenly pleasures, so great, that neither tongue is 
able to express, neither eye to see, nor ear to hear them ; 
no, nor any earthly man's heart to conceive them. So 
exceeding great benefits they be, which God our heavenly 
Father by his mere mercy, and for the love of his Son 
Jesus Christ,^ hath laid up in store, and prepared for them 
that humbly submit themselves to God's will, and ever-* 
more unfeignedly love him from the bottom of their hearts« 
And we ought to believe that death, being slain by Christ 
[2 Tim. i. 10], cannot keep any man that stedfastly trusteth 
in Christ, under his perpetual tyranny and subjection : but 
that he shall rise from death again unto glory at the last day, 
appointed by Almighty God, like as Christ our Head did 
nse again, according to God^s appointment, the third day. 
For St. Augustine saith, **the nead going before, the 
members trust to follow and come after." And St. Paul 
saith. If Christ be risen from the dead, we shall rise also 
from the sarnie [1 Cor. xv. 20]* And to comfort all Chris- 
tian persons herein. Holy Scripture calleth this bodily 
death a sleep, wherein man's senses be Tas it were) taken 
from him for a season, and yet when ne awaketn, he is 
more fresh than he was when he went to bed. So, al- 
though we have our souls separated from our bodies for a 
season, yet at the general resurrection we shall be more 
fresh, beautiful, and perfect than we be now. For now 
we be mortal, then shall we be immortal : now infected 
with divers infirmities, then clearly void of all mortal in- 
firmities : now we be subject to all carnal desires, then we 
shall be all spiritual, desiring nothing but God's glory, 
and things eternal. Thus is this bodily death a door or 
entering unto life, and therefore not so much dreadful (if 
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it be rightly considered) as it is comfortable ; not a mis- 
chief, bat a remedy for all mischief; no enemy, but a 
friend ; not a cruel tyrant, but a eentle guide, leading us 
not to mortality, but to immortsdity, not to sorrow and 
pain, but to joy and pleasure, and that to endure for ever, 
if it be thankfully taken and accepted as God's messenger^ 
and patiently borne of us for Christ's love, that suffered 
most painful death for our love, to redeem us from death 
eternal. According hereunto St. Paul aaith. Our life t« 
hid with Christ in Ood: but when our life shall appear^ 
then shall toe also appear toith him in ghry (Col. iii, 3, 4), 
Why then shall we fear to die, considering the manifold 
and comfortable promises of the gospel, and of Holy Scrip- 
tures ? Qod the Father hath given us everlasting life (saith 
St. John), and this life is in his Son, He that hath the 
Son hath Me; and he that hath not the Son hath not life. 
And this I write (saith St. John) to you that believe in the 
nanie of the Son of Ood^ that you may know that you 
have everlasting tifej and that you do believe upon the name 
of the Son of God (1 John v. 11 — 13). And our Saviour 
Christ saith, He that believeth in me hath life everlasting^ 
and I will raise him from death to life at the last day 
(John vi. 40). St. Paul also saith, that Christ is ordained 
and made of God our righteousness^ our holiness and re*- 
demption, to the intent that he which will glory should 
glojy in the Lord (1 Cor. i. 30, 31). St. Paul did con- 
temn and set little by all other things^ esteeming them ae 
dung, which before he had in very great price, that hd 
might be found in Christ, to have everlasting life, true 
holiness, righteousness, and redemption (Phil. iii. 8, 9)« 
Finally, St. Paul maketh a plain argument in this wise; 
H our heavenly Father would not spare his own naturcd 
Son, but did give him to death for us : how can it be that 
with him he should not give us aU things? (Rom. viii. 32). 
Therefore if we have Christ, then have we with him and 
by him, all good things whatsoever we can in our hearts 
-wish or desire, as victory over death, sin, and hell : we 
have the favour of God, peace with him, holiness, wisdom, 
justice, power, life, and redemption ; we have by him pei'- 
petual health, wealth, joy, and bliss everlasting. 



5» 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



An Exhortation against the Fear of Death, 

THE SECOND PART OF THB SERMON AGAINST THE FEAR 
OF DEATH. 

It hath been heretofore shewed you, that there be three 
causes wherefore men do commonly fear death. First, 
the sorrowful departing from worldly goods and pleasures. 
The second^ the fear of the pangs and pains that come 
with death. [The] last and principal cause is, the horrible 
fear of extreme misery, and perpetual damnation in time 
to come. And yet none of these three causes troubleth 
good men, because they stay themselves by true faith, 
perfect charity, and sure hope of the endless joy and bliss 
everlasting. 

All those therefore have great cause to be full of joy 
that be jomed to Christ with true faith, stedfast hope, and 
perfect charity, and not to fear death, nor everlasting 
damnation. For death cannot deprive them of Jesus 
Christ, nor any sin can condemn them that are graffed 
surely in him, which is their only joy, treasure, and life 
[Rom. viii. 38, 39]. Let us repent [of] our sins, amend 
our lives, trust in his mercy and satisfaction, and death 
can neither take him from us, nor us from him. For then 
(as St. Paul saith) whether we live or die we be the LoriTs 
own. And again he saith, Christ did die, and rose again, 
because he should be Lord both of the dead and quick 
[Rom. xiv. 8, 9]. Then if we be the Lord's own when 
we be dead, it must needs follow that such temporal death 
not only cannot harm us, but -also that it shall be much to 
our profit, and join us unto God more perfectly. And 
therefore the Christian heart may surely be certified by 
the infallible or undeceivable truth of Holy Scripture. 
Jt is Ood (saith St. Paul) which hath prepared us u7ito 
immortality j and the same is he which hath given us an 
earnest of the Spirit. Therefore let us be always of good 
comfort, for we know that so long as we be in the body, 
we be as it were far from Ood in a strange country, sub- 
ject to many perils, walking without perfect sight and 
knowledge of Almighty God, only seeing him by faith 
in Holy Scriptures. But we have a courage and desire 
rather to be at home with Ood and our Saviour Christ, 
far from tlie body, where we may behold his Godhead as 
he is, face to face, to our everlasting comfort [2 Cor. 
V. 5—8]. These be St. Paul's words in effect, whereby 
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■we may perceive, tl^at the life in this world is resembled 
and likened to a pilgrimage in a strange country, far from 
God, and that death, delivering us from our bodies, doth 
send us straight home into our own country, and maketh 
us to dwell presently with God for ever, in everlasting rest 
and quietness : so that to die is no loss, but projlt and 
winning to all true Christian people [Phil. i. 21]. What 
lost the thief, that hanged on the cross with Christ, by his 
bodily death ? Yea, how much did he gain by it ! Did 
not our Saviour say unto him, This day thou ehalt he 
with me in Paradise? [Luke xxiii. 43]. And Lazarus 
that pitiful person, that lay before the rich man's gate^ 
pained with sores, and pined with hunger, did not death 
nighly profit and promote him, which by the ministry of 
angels sent him unto Abraham's bosom, a place of rest, 
joy, and heavenly consolation ? (Luke xvi. 20, 22). Let 
us think none other (good Chnstian people) but Christ 
hath prepared and made ready before, the same joy and 
felicity for us, that he prepared for Lazarus and the thief* 
Wherefore, let us stick- unto his salvation and gracious 
redemption, and believe his word, serve him from our 
hearts, love and obey him ; and whatsoever we have done 
heretofore contrary to his most holy will, now let us re- 
pent in time, and hereafter study to correct our life : and 
doubt not, but we shall find him as merciful unto us, as 
he Was either to Lazarus, or to the thief> whose examples 
are written in Holy Scripture for the comfort of them that 
be sinners, and subject to sorrows, miseries, and calami- 
ties in this world, that they should not despair in God's 
mercy, but ever trust thereby to have forgiveness of their 
sins, and life everlasting, as Lazarus and the thief had. 
Thus I trust eveiy Christian man perbeiveth by the infalli- 
ble or undeceivable lyord of God, that bodily death cannot 
harm nor hinder them that truly believe in Christ, but 
dontrarily shall profit and promote the Christian souls, 
which being truly penitent for their offences, depart hence 
in perfect charity, and in sure trust that God is merciful 
to them, forgiving their sins, for the merits of Jesus Chiist 
his only natural Son. 

The second cause why some do fear death, is sore sick- 

Th« second ^^®^ *°^ gricvous paius, which partly come 
tfatse ^hy some before death, and partly accompany or come 
do feax death, ^j^j^ death, whensoever it cometh. * This few 
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k the fear of the frail flesh, and a natural passion belong* 
ing unto the nature of a mortal man. But true faith m 
God's promises, and regard of the pains and pangs which 
Christ upon the cross suffered for us miserable sinners, 
with consideration of the joy and everlasting life to come in 
heaven, will mitigate and assuage those pains, and mode* 
rate this fear, that it shall never be able to overthrow the 
hearty desire and gladness, that the Christian soul hath to 
be separated from this corrupt body, that it may come 
to the gracious presence of our Saviour Jesus Christ. If 
we believe stedfastly the word of God, we shall perceive 
that such bodily sickness, pangs of death, or whatsoever 
dolorous pangs we suffer, either before or with death, be 
nothing else in Christian men but the rod of our heavenly 
and loving Father, wherewith he mercifully correcteth us, 
either to tiy and declare the faith of his patient children, 
that they may be found laudable, glorious, and honourable 
in his sight, when Jesus Christ shall be openly shewed to 
be the Judge of all the world, or else to chastise and amend 
in them whatsoever offendeth his fatherly and gracious 

foodness, lest they should perish everlastingly. And this 
is correcting rod is common to all them that be truly his. 
Therefore let us cast away the burden of sin that lieth too 
heavy in our necks, and return unto God by true repen- 
tance and amendment of our lives, let us with patience run 
this course that is appointed, suffering (for his sake that 
died for our salvation) all sorrows and pangs of death, and . 
death itself joyfully, when God sendeth it to us, having 
our eyes fixed and set fast ever upon the Head and Cap- 
tain of our faith, Jesus Christ : who (considering the joy 
that he should come unto) cared neither for the shame 
nor pain of death, but willingly conforming and framing 
his will to his Father's will, most patiently suffered the 
most shameful and painful death of the cross, being innocent 
and harmless [Heb, xii. 1, 2J. And now therefore he is 
exalted in heaven, and everlastingly si tteth on the right hand 
of the throne of God the Father (Phil. ii. 8—11). Let us 
call to our remembrance therefore the lifeand jovs of heaven, 
that are kept for all them that patienthr do suffer here with 
Christ, and consider that Christ surored all his painful 
passion by sinners, and for sinners : and then we shall 
with patience, and the more easily, suffer such sorrows 
and pains when they come. Let us not set at li&^ht the 
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chastising of the Lord ; nor grudge at hina, nor fall from 
him, when of him we be corrected : for the Lord loveth 
whom he doth correct, and beateth every one whom he 
taketh to [be] his child [Prov. iii. 11, 12]. What child 
is that (saith St. Paul) whorA, the Father loveth, and doth 
not chastise 7 If ye he without God's correction (which 
all his TveU'beloved and true children have) then he you 
hut bastards, smally regarded of Grod, and not his true 
children. Therefore seeing that when we have in earth 
our carnal fathers to he our correctors^ we do fear them^ 
and reverently take their correction ; shall we not much 
more be in subjection to Ood our spiritual Father, by 
whom we shall have everlasting life? And our carnal 
fatJiers sometime correct us, even as it pleaseth them, with- 
out cause : but this Father justly correcteth us, either for 
our sin, to tfie intent we should amend, or for our com- 
modity and wealth, to make us thereby partakers cfhis 
holiness. Furthermore, all correction which Oodsendeth 
us in this present time seemeth to have no joy and comfort ^ 
but sorrow and pain, yet it hringeth with it a taste of 
Gods mercy and goodness toumrds them that be so cor* 
reeled, and a sure hope of God's everlasting consolation in 
heaven (Heb. xii. 5—11). If then these sorrows, diseases, 
and sicknesses, and also death itself, be nothing else but 
our heavenly Father's rod, whereby he certifieth us of his 
love and gracious favour, whereby he trieth and purifieth 
us, whereby he giveth unto us holiness, and certifieth us 
that we be his children, and he our merciful Father ; shall 
not we then with all humility, as obedient and loving 
children, joyfully kiss our heavenly Father's rod, and 
ever say in our heart, with our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Father, if this anguish and sorrow which I feel, and death 
which I see approach may not pass, hut that thy wHlis that 
I must suffer them. Thy willbe done ? (Matt. xxvi. 39, 42). 



THE THIRD Pi^RT OF THE SERMON AGAINST THE FEAR 
OF D£ATH. 

In this sermon against the fear of death, two causes were 
declared, which commonly move worldly men to be in 
much fear to die ; and yet the same do nothing trouble 
the faithful and good livers when death cometh, but rather 
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give them occasion greatly to rejoicCi considering that 
they shall be delivered from the sorrow and misery of this 
world, and be brought to the great joy and felicity of the 
life to come. 

Now the third and special cause, why death indeed is 
to be feared, is the miserable state of the f^^^ ^^^^ 
worldly and ungodly people after their death: cause why death 
but this is no cause at all, why the godly and "*** ^ ^^^"^ 
faithful people should fear death, but rather contrariwise, 
their godly conversation in this life, and belief in Christ, 
cleaving continually to his merits, should make them to 
long sore after that life, that remaineth for them undoubt- 
edly after this bodily death. Of this immortal state, after 
this transitory life, where we shall live evermore in the 
presence of God, in joy and rest, after victory over all sick- 
ness, sorrows, sin, and death, there be many plain places of 
Holy Scripture, which confirm the weak conscience against 
the fear of all such dolors, sicknesses, sin, and bodily death, 
to assuage such trembling and ungodly fear, and to en- 
courage us with comfort and hope of a blessed state after 
this life. St. Paul wisheth unto the Ephesians, 2%a< Ood 
the Father of glory would give unto them the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation, that the eyes of their hearts might 
have light to hnow him, and to perceive how great things 
Tie had called them unto, and how rich inheritance he hath 
prepared after this life for them that pertain unto him 
rEphes. i. 17, 18). And St. Paul himself declareth the 
desire of his heart, ^vhich was to be dissolved and loosed 
from his body, and to be with Christ, which (as he said) 
was much better for him, although to them it was more 
necessary that he should live, which he reftised not for 
their sakes (Phil. i. 23, 24). Even like as St. Martin 
said, " Good Lord, if I be necessary for thy people to do 
good unto them, I will refuse no labour : but else for 
mine own self, I beseech thee to take my soul." 

Now the holy fathers of the old law, and all faithful and 
righteous men which departed before our Saviour Christ's 
ascension into heaven, did by death depart from troubles 
unto rest, from the hands of their enemies into the hands 
of God, from sorrows and sicknesses unto joyful refresh- 
ing in Abraham's bosom, a place of all comfort and con- 
solation, as the Scriptures do plainly by manifest words 
testify. The book of Wisdom saith, that " The righteous 
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men's souls be in the hand of God^ and no torment shall 
touch them. They seemed to the eyes of foolish men to 
die, and their death was counted miserable, and their 
departing out of this world wretched; but they be in 
rest." And another place saith, that "The righteous 
shall live for ever, and their reward is with the Lord, and 
their minds be with God, who is above all: therefore 
they shall receive a glorious kingdom, and a beautiful 
crown at the Lord's hand." And in another place the 
same book saith, " The righteous, though he be prevented 
with sudden death, nevertheless he shall be there, where 
he shall be refreshed " (Wisd. iii. iv. v.). Of Abraham's 
bosom Christ's words be so plain, that a Christian man 
needeth no more proof of it. Now then if this were the 
state of the holy fathers and righteous men, before the , 
coming of our Saviour, and before he was glorified, how 
much more then ought all we to have a stedfast faith, and 
a sure hope of this blessed state and condition, after our 
death ? seeing that our Saviour now hath performed the 
whole work of our redemption, and is gloriously ascended 
into heaven, to prepare our dwelling-places with him, and 
said unto his Father, Father^ I imU that where I am^ my 
servants shall be with me (John xvii. 24). And we know, 
that whatsoever Christ will,* his Father will the same; 
wherefore it cannot be, but if we be his faithful servants, 
our souls shall be with him, after our departure out of this 
present life. St. Stephen, when he was stoned to death, 
even in the midst of his torments, what was his mind 
most upon ? When he was^wW of the Holy Ghost, saith 
Holy Scripture, having his eyes lifted up into heaven, he 
saw the glory of God, and Jestis standing on the right 
Jiand of God, The which truth, after he had confessed 
boldly before the enemies of Christ, they drew him out of the 
city, and iYiere they stoned him, who cried unto God, say^ 
ing, Lord Jesus Christ take my spirit (Acts vii. 55---59). 
And doth not our Saviour say plainly in St. John's Gospel, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent m^e, hath everlasting life, 
and Cometh not into judgment, but shall pass from death 
to life ? (John v. 24). Shall we not then think that death 
to be precious, by the which we pass unto life ? 

Therefore it is a true saying of the prophet. The death 
of the holy and righteous men is precious in the Lords 
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sight (Ps. cxvi. 15). Holy Simeon, after that he had his 
heart's desire in seeing our Saviour, that he ever longed 
for in his life, he embraced and took him in his arms, and 
said, Now, Lord, let me depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have beholden that Saviour which thou hast prepared for 
all nations (Luke ii. 25 — 31). 

It is truth therefore, that the death of the righteous is 
called peace> and the benefit of the Lord, as the Church 
saith, in the name of the righteous departed out of this 
world. My soul turn thee to thy rest, for the Lord hath 
been good to tJtee, and rewarded thee (Psalm cxvi. 7). And 
we see by Holy Scripture, and other ancient histories of 
martyrs, that the holy, faithful, and righteous, ever since 
Christ's ascension, or going up, in their death did not 
doubt, but that they went to Christ in spirit, which is our 
life, health, wealth, and salvation. John in his holy Reve- 
lation saw an hundred forty and four thousand virgins 
and innocents, of whom he said. These follow the Lamb 
Jems Christ wheresoever he goeth. And shortly after in 
the same place he saith, / heard a voice from heaven say^ 
ing unto Tne, Write, happy and blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord: fronn henceforth (surely saith the Spirit) 
they shall rest from their pains and labours, for their 
works dofoUow them : so that then they shall reap with 
joy and comfort, that which they sowed with labours and 
pains (Rev. xiv. 1, 4, 13). 

They that sow in the Spitnt, of the Spirit shall reap 
everlasting life. Let us therefore never be weary of well* 
doing, for when Ike time of reaping or reward cometh, we 
shall reap without any weariness everlasting joy. There- 
fore while we have time (as St. Paul exhorteth us) let us 
do good to all men, and not lay up our treasures in earth, 
where rttst and moths corrupt it, which rust (as St. James 
saith) shall bear witness against us at the great day, con-* 
demn us, and shuU (Hke most burning fire) torment our 
flesh (G^al. vi. 8—10; Matt. vi. 19; James v. 3\^ Let us 
bewai*e therefore (as we tender our own wealth) that we 
be not in the number of those miserable, covetous, and 
wretched men, which St. James biddeth mourn and lament 
for their greedy gathering and ungodly keeping of goods 
(James v. 1). Let us be wise in time, and learn to foU 
low the wise example of the wicked steward. Let us so 
wisely order our goods and possessions, committed unto 
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us here by God for a Beason, that we may truly hear and 
obey this commaiidinent of our Saviour Christ : I say 
unto you (saith he) make you friends of the uAcked mamr 
mon, that they may receive you into everlasting tabernacles 
or dwellings (Luke xvi. 9\ Riches be called wicked, be- 
cause the world abuseth them unto all wickedness, which 
are otherwise the good gifts of God, and the instruments 
whereby God's servants do truly serve him in using of 
the same. He commanded them not to make them rich 
friends, to get high dignities and worldly promotions, to 
give great gifts to rich men that have no need thereof, 
but to make them friends of poor and miserable men, 
unto whom whatsoever they give, Christ taketh it as given 
to himselfl And to these friends Christ in his gospel 
giveth so great honour and pre-eminence, that he saith, 
they Ishall receive them that do ^od unto them into ever« 
lasting houses : not that men shall be our rewarders for 
our well-doing, but that Christ will reward us, and take 
it to be done unto himself, whatsoever is done to such 
friends. 

Thus making poor wretches our friends, we make our 
Saviour Christ our friend, whose members they are: 
whose misery as he taketh for his own misery, so their 
relief, succour, and help, he taketh for his succour, relief, 
and help ; and will as much thank us and reward us for 
our goodness shewed to them, as if he himself had received 
like benefit at our hands, as he witnesseth in the Gospel, 
saying. Whatsoever ye have done to any of these simple 
persons, which do believe in me, that have ye done to my* 
self (Matt. XXV. 40). Therefore let us diligently fore- 
gee, that our faith and hope, which we have conceived in 
Almighty God, and in our Saviour Christ, wax not faint, 
and that the love, which we bear in hand to bear to him, 
wax not cold ; but let us study daily and diligently to shew 
ourselves to be the true honourers and lovers of God, by 
keeping of his commandments, by doing of good deeds 
unto our needy neighbours, relieving by all means that 
we can their poverty with our abundance and plenty, their 
ignorance with our wisdom and learning, and comfort 
their weakness with our strength and authority, calling 
all men back from evil-doing by godly counsel and good 
example, persevering still in weli-doin^, so long as we 
live : so shall we not need to fear death for any of those 
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three causes afore-mentioned, nor yet for, any other cause 
that can be imagined: but contraril;^, considering the 
manifold sicknesses, troubles, and sorrows of this present 
life, the dangers of this perilous pilgrimage, and tbe 
great encumbrance which our spirit hath by this sinful 
nesh and frail body subject to death : considering also 
the manifold sorrows and dangerous deceits of this world 
on every side, the intolerable pride, covetousness, and 
lechery, in time of prosperity ; the impatient murmuring 
of them that be worldly, in time of adversity, which cease 
not to withdraw and pluck us from God, our Saviour 
Christ, from our life, wealth, or everlasting joy and salva- 
tion : considering also the innumerable assaults of our 
ghostly enemy the devil, with all his fiery darts of ambi- 
tion, pride, lechery, vain-glory, envy, malice, detraction, 
or backbiting, with other his innumerable deceits, engines, 
and snares, whereby he goeth busilg about to catch all 
men under his dominion, ever like a roaring lion, by 
all means searching whom he may devour (1 Pet, v. 8). 
The faithful Christian man which considereth all these 
miseries, perils, and in commodities, (whereunto he is sub- 
ject so long as he here liveth upon earth,) and on the 
other part considereth that blessed and comfortable state 
of the heavenly life to come, and the sweet condition of 
them that depart in the Lord; how they are delivered 
from the continual encumbrances of their mortal and 
sinful body, from all the malice, crafts, and deceits of 
this world, from all the assaults of their ghostly enemy 
the devil, to live in peace, rest, and endless quietness^ to 
live in the fellowship of innumerable angels, and with the 
congregation of perfect just men, as patriarchs, prophets, 
martyrs, and confessors, and finally unto the presence of 
Almighty God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ. He that 
doth consider all these things, and believeth them assu- 
redly, as they are to be believed, even from the bottom of 
his heart, being established in God in this true faith, hav- 
ing a quiet conscience in Christ, a firm hope and assured 
trust in God's mercy, through the merits of Jesus Christ 
to obtain this quietness, rest and everlasting joy, shall 
not only be without fear of bodily death, when it cometh, 
but certainly, as St. Paul did, so shall he gladly (accord- 
ing to God's willj and when it pleaseth God to call him 
out of this life) greatly desire in his heart (Phil. i. 23), 
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that he may he rid from all these occasions of evily 
and live ever to God's pleasure, in perfect obedience 
of his wiU, with our SaViour Jesus Christ; to whose 
gracious presence the Lord of his infinite mercj and ^oe 
bring us, to reign with him in life everlasting : to whom, 
with our heavenly Father, and the Holy Ghost, be glory 
in worlds without end. Amen. 
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AN EXHOKTATION CONCERNING GOOD 

ORDER; AND OBEDIENCE TO RULERS 

AND MAGISTRATES. 



^ 



Almighty God hath created and appointed all things in 
heaven, earth, and waters, in a most excellent and perfect 
order. In heaven he hath appointed distinct and several 
orders and states of archangels and angels. In earth he 
hath assigned and appointed kings, princes, with other 
governors under them, in all good and necessary order. 
The water above is kept, and raineth down in due time 
and season. The sun, moon, stars, rainbow, thunder, 
lightning, clouds, and all birds of the air, do keep their 
order. The earth, trees, seeds, plants, herbs, corn, grass, 
and all manner of beasts, keep themselves in order ; all 
the parts of the whole year, as winter, summer, months, 
nights and days, continue in their order : all kinds of 
fishes in the sea, rivers and waters, with all fountains, 
springs, yea, the seas themselves, keep their comely course 
and order : and man himself also hath all his parts both 
within and without, as soul, heart, mind, memory^ under- 
standing, reason, speech, with all and singular corporal 
members of his body, in a profitable, necessary, and 
pleasant order : every degree of people in their vocation, 
calling and office, hath appointed to them their duty and 
order : some are in high degree, some in low, some kings 
and princes, some inferiors and subjects, priests and lay- 
men, masters and servants, fathers and children, husbands 
and wives, rich and poor, and every one hath need of 
other ; so that in all tnings is to be lauded and praised 
the goodly order of God, without the which no house, no 
city, no commonwealth, can continue and endure, or last, 
("or where there is no right order, there reigneth all abufee, 
carnal liberty, enormity, sin, and Babylonical confusion. 
Take away kings, princes, rulers, magistrates, judges, and 
such estates of God's order, no man shall ride or go by 
the highway un robbed, no man shall sleep in his own 
house or bed unkilled, no man shall keep his wife, chil- 
dren, and possessions in quietness, all things shall be 
common, and there must needs follow all mischief and 
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xXiet desti*action both of souls, bodies, goods, and com* 
mon wealths. But blessed be God, that we in this realm 
of England feel not the homl3le calamities, miseries, and 
wretchedness, which lUl thej undoubtedly feel and sufrer, 
that lack this godly order : and praised be God that we 
know the great excellent benefit of God shewed towards 
us in this behalf. Gt>d hath sent us his high gift, our 
most dear sovereign Lady Queen [Victoria,] with a godly, 
wise, and honourable council, with other superiors and 
inferior^, in a beautiful order, and godly. Wherefore, let 
us subjects do our bounden duties, giving hearty thanks 
to God, and praying for the preservation of this godly 
order. Let us all obey, even from the bottom of our 
hearts, all their godly proceedings, laws, statutes, pro- 
clamations, and injunctions, with all other godly orders^ 
Let us consider the Scriptures of the Holy Ghost, which 
persuade and command us all obediently to be subject, 
first and chiefly to the queen's majesty, supreme governor 
over all, and next to her honourable council, and to all 
other noblemen, magistrates, and officers, which by God's 
l^oodness be placed and ordered. For Almighty God is 
the only author and provider for thi» forenamed state and 
order, as it is written of God in the book of the Proverbs, 
Through me kings do reign, through me counsellors mxike 
just laws, through me do princes bear rule, and all judges 
of the earth execute judgment ; 1 am loving to them that 
love me (Prov. viiL 15 — 17). Here let us mark well, and 
remember, that the high power and authority of kings, 
with their making of laws, judgments, and offices, are the 
ordinances not of man but of God t and therefore is this 
word. Through me, so many times repeated. Here is also 
well to be considered and remembered, that this ffood 
order is appointed by God's wisdom, favour, and love^ 
especially tor them that love Gk>d ; and therefore he saith, 
I love them that love me. Also in the book of Wisdom 
we may evidently learn, that a king's power, authority, 
and strength, is a great benefit of God, given of his great 
mercy, to the comfort of our great misery. For thus we 
read there spoken to kings, "Hear, O ye kings, and 
understand ; learn ye that be judges of the ends of the 
earth ; give ear ye that rule the multitudes ; for the power 
[is] given you of the Lord, and the strength from the High- 
est" (Wisd. vi). Let us learn also here by the infalli- 
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ble and undeceivable word of God, that kings, and other 
supreme and higher ofBcers, are ordained of God, who is 
most highest: and therefore they are here taught dili- 
gently to apply and give themselves to knowledge and 
wisdom, necessary for the ordering of God's people to 

" their governance committed, or whom to govern they 
are charged of God. And Uiey be here also taught by 
Almighty God^ that they should acknowledge themselves 
to have all their power and strength, not from Rome, but 
immediately of God most highest. We read in the book 
of Deuteronomy, that all punishment pertaineth to God, 
by this sentence, Vengeance is mine, and I wiU reward 
(Qeut. xxxii. 35). But this sentence we must understand 
to pertain also unto the magistrates, which do exercise 
God's room in judgment^ and punishing by good and 
godly laws, here in earth. And the places of Scripture, 
which seem to remove from among all Christian men, 
judgment, punishment, or killing, ought to be understood, 
that no man (of his own private authority) may be judge 
over other, may punish, or may kill. But we must re^r 
fdl judgment to God, to kings and rulers, and judges under 
them, which be God's officers to execute justice, and by 
plain words of Scripture have their authority and use of 
the sword granted from God ; as we are taught by St. 
Paul, that dear and chosen apostle of our Saviour Christ, 
whom we ought diligently to obey, even as we would 
obey our Saviour Christ, if he were present. Thus St. 
Paul writeth to the Romans, Let every soul submit him* 
self unto the authority of the higher powers, for there is 
no power hut of God. The powers that he, he ordained of 
God. Whosoever therefore tvithstandeth the power, with' 
standeth the ordinance of God: hut they that resist, or 
(ire against it, shall receive to them>selves damnation. For 
rulers are not fearful to them that do good, hut to them 
that do evil. WUt thou he without fiar of the potver ? 
Do well then, and so shuU thou be praised of the same ; 

Jirt" he is the minister of God for thy wealth. But and if 
thou do that which is evil, then fear, for lie beareth not the 
sword for naught, for he is the minister of God, to take 
vengeance on him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must 
needs obey, not only for fear of vengeance, hut also because 
of conscience ; and even for this cause pay ye tribute, for 
they are God^s ministers, serving for the sams purpose 
(Rom. xiii. 1—6). [x J 
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Here let us all learn of St. Paul, the chosen vessel of 
Godf that all persons having souls ('' he excepteth none, 
nor exempteth none, neither priest, apostle, nor prophet," 
saith St. Chrysostom) do owe of bounden duty, and even 
in conscience, obedience, submission, and subjection to the 
high powers which be set in authority by God ; foras- 
much as they be God's lieutenants, God's presidents, 
God's officers, God's commissioners, God's judges, or- 
dained of God himself, of whpm only they have all their 
power, and all their authority. And the same St. Paul 
threateneth no less pain than everlasting damnation to all 
disobedient persons, to all resisters against this general and 
common authority, forasmuch as they resist not man, but 
God ; not man's device and invention, but God's wisdom, 
God's order, power, and authority. 



THE SECOND PABT OF THE SERMON OF OBEDIENCE. 

Forasmuch as God hath created and disposed all things 
in a comely order, we have been taught, in the first part 
of the sermon concerning good order and obedience, that 
we also ought in all commonwealths to observe and keep 
a due order, and to be obedient to the powers, their 
ordinances and laws ; and that ab rulers are appointed 
of God, for a goodly order to be kept in the world ; and 
also how the magistrates ought to learn how to rule and 
govern according to God's laws : and that all subjects are 
bound to obey them as God's ministers, yea, although 
they be evil, not only for fear, but also for conscience 
sake. And here, good people, let us mark diligently, 
that it is not lawful for inferiors and subjects, in any case, 
to resist and stand against the superior powers : for St. 
Paul's words be plain, that whosoever withstandeth shall 
get to themselves damnation ; for whosoever loithstandethy 
withstandeth the ordinance of God, Our Saviour Christ 
himself, and his apostles, received many and divers inju- 
ries of the unfaithful and wicked men in authority : yet 
we never read that they, or any of them, caused anv sedi- 
tion or rebellion against authority. We read on, that 
they patiently suffered all troubles, vexations, slanders, 
pangs, and pains, and death itself, obediently, without 
tumult or resistance. Thev committed their cause to Him 
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that judgeth righteously, and prayed for their enemies 
heartily and earnestly. They knew that the aathority of 
the powers was God's ordinance, and therefore, both in 
their words and deeds, they taught ever obedience to it, 
and never taught nor did the contrary. The wicked judge 
Pilate said to Christ, Knowest thou not that I have 
power to crucify thee, and have power also to loose thee ? 
Jesus an&veredy Thou couldest have no power at all 
against nie^ except it were given thee from above [John 
xix. 10, 11]. Whereby Christ taught us plainly, that 
even the wicked rulers have their power and authority 
from God, and therefore it is not lawful for their subjects 
to withstand them, although they abuse their power : 
much less then is it lawful lor subjects to withstand their 
godly and Christian princes, which do not abuse their 
authority, but use the same to God's glory, and to the 
profit and commodity of God's people. The holy apo- 
stle Peter commandeth servants to be obedient to their 
masters^ not only if they be good and gentle, but also if 
they be evil and froward: affirming that the vocation 
and calling of God's people is to be patient, and of the 
suffering side. And there he bringeth in the patience of 
our Saviour Christ, to persuade obedience to governors, 
yea, although they be wicked and wrong-doers. But let us 
now hear St, Peter himself speak, for his words certify best 
our conscience. Thus he uttered them in his first epistle, 
Servants, obey your masters with fear, not only if they be 
good and gentle, but also if they be froward. For it is- 
thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward 6od endur* 
eth grief, and suffer wrong undeserved : for tvhat praise 
is it, when ye be beaten for your faults, if ye take it 
patiently ? But when ye do well, if you then suffer wrong, 
and take it patiently, then is there cause to hape thank of 
God; for hereunto verily were ye called : for so did Christ 
suffer for us, leaving us an example, that we should follow 
his steps (1 Pet. ii. 18—21). All these be the very words 
of St. Peter. Holy David also teacheth us a good lesson 
in this behalf, who was many times most cruelly and 
wrongfully persecuted of king Saul, and many times also 
»ut in jeopardy and danger of his life by king Saul and 
lis people; yet he neither withstood, neither used any 
force or violence against king Saul, his mortal and deadly 
enemy ; but did eve?" to his liege lord and master, king 
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Bauly most true, most diligent, and most faithfal service 
(1 Sam. xviii. 11 — 14; xix. 10, 11 ; xx. 33). Insomuch 
that when the Lord God had given king Saul into David's - 
hands in his own cave, he would not hurt him, when lie 
might, without all bodily peril, easily have slain him : no, 
he would not suffer any of his servants once to lay their 
hand upon king Saul, but prayed to God in this wise, 
Lord, keep me from doing that thing unto my master, the 
Lord!s anointed; keep me that I lay not my hand upon 
him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lord : for as truly 
as the Lord liveth (except the Lord smite him, or except 
his day come, or that he go down to war, and perish in 
battle) the Lord be merciful unto me^ that I lay not my 
hand upon the Lordls anointed* And that David might 
have killed his enemy king Saul, it is evidently proved in 
the first book of the Kings, both by the cutting off the lap 
of Saul's garment, and also by plain confession of king Saul 
[1 Sam. xxiv. 3, ^r seq^. Also another time, as is men- 
tioned in the same book, when the most unmerciful and 
most unkind king Saul did persecute poor David, God 
did again gjve king Saul into David's nands, by casting 
of king Saul and his whole army iijto a dead sleep ; so 
that David and one Abishai with him came in the night 
into Saul's host, where Saul lay sleeping, and bis spear 
stuck in the ground at his head. Then said Abishai unto 
David, Qod hath delivered thine enemy into thy hands at 
this time : now therefore let me smite him once with my 
spear to the earth, and I unll not smite him again the 
second time; meaning thereby to have killed him with 
one stroke, and to have made him sure for ever. And 
David answered and said to Abishai, Destroy him not ; 
for who can lay his hands on th^ Lord^s anointed, and 
be guiltless 7 And David said furthermore, As sure as 
the Lord liveth, the Lord shall smite him, or his day shall 
come to die, or he shall descend or go down into battle, 
and there peiHsh : the Lord keep me from laying my 
hands upon the Lord's anointed. Bat take thou now 
the spear that is at his head, and the cruse of water, 
and let us go : and so he did [1 Sam. xxvi. 5—12], Here 
is evidently proved, that we may not withstand nor in 
any wise hurt an anointed king, which is God's lieute- 
nant, vicegerent, and highest minister in that country where 
he is king. But peJadventure some here An objection. 
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would say, that David in his own defence might have 
killed king Saul lawfully, and with a safe conscience. 

An answer "^^^ ^^^ David did know that he might in 
no wise withstand, hurt, or kill his sovereign 
lord and king ; he did know that he was but king Saul's 
subject, though he were in gi*eat favour with God, and his 
enemy king Saul out of God's favour. Therefore though 
he were never so much provoked, yet he refused utteny 
to hurt the Lord's anointed. He durst not, for offending 
God and his own conscience, (although he had occasion 
and opportunity) once lay his hands upon God's high 
officer the king, whom he did know to be a person 
reserved and kept (for his office sake) only to God's 
punishment and judgment : therefore he prayeth so oft 
and so earnestly, that he lay not his hands upon the Lord's 
anointed. And by these two examples, David (being named 
in Scripture a man after God's own heart [1 Sam. xiii. 14]) 
giveth a general rule and lesson to all subjects in the world, 
not to withstand their liege lord and king ; not to take a 
sword by their private authority against their king, God's 
anointed, who only beareth the sword by God's authority, 
for the maintenance of the good, and for the punishment 
of the evil ; whp only by God's law hath the use of the 
sword at his command, and also hath all power, jurisdic- 
tion, regiment, correction and punishment, as supreme 
governor of all his realms and dominions, and that even 
by the authority of God, and by God's ordinances. 

Yet another notable story and doctrine is in the second 
book of the Kings, that maketh also for this purpose. 
When an Amalekite, by king Saul's own consent and 
•commaiidmept, had killed king Saul, he went to David, 
supposing to have had great thanks for his message, that 
he had killed David's deadly enemy ; and therefore he 
made great haste to tell to David the chance, bringing 
with him king Saul's crown that was upon his head, and 
his bracelet that was upon his arm, to persuade his tidings 
to hie true. But godly David was so far from rejoicing 
at this news, that immediately and forthwith he rent his 
clothes off his back, he mourned and wept, and said to 
the messenger. How is it that thou wast not afraid to lay 
thy hands on the Lord's anointed to destroy him ? And 
by and by David made one of his servants to kill the 
messenger, saying. Thy blood b$ on thine own head, for 
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thine oicn mouth hath testified and \oitnessed against thee, 
granting that thou hast slain the Lord's anointed (2 Sam. 
i.6— 16). 

These examples being so manifest and evident, it is an 
intolerable i^orance, madness, and wickedness, for sub- 
jects to make any murmuring, rebellion, resistance, or 
withstanding, commotion, or insurrection, against their 
most dear and most dread sovereign lord and king, or- 
dained and appointed of God's goodness for their commo- 
dity, peace, and quietness. Yet let us believe undoubtedly, 
good Christian people, that we may not obey kings, ma- 
gistrates, or any other (though they be our own fathers), 
if they would commana us to do any thing contrary to 
God's commandments. In such a case we ought to say 
with the apostles. We must rather ohey God than man 
(Acts V. 29). But nevertheless, in that case we may not 
in any wise withstand violently, or rebel against rulers, or 
make any insurrection, sedition, or tumults, either by force 
of arms, or otherwise, against the anointed of the Lord, 
or any of his appointed officers : but we must in such 
case patiently suffer all wrongs and injuries, referring the 
judgment of our cause only to God. Let us fear the ter- 
rible punishment of Almighty God against traitors and 
rebellious persons, by the example of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram; who repined and grudged against God's 
magistrates and officers, and therefore the earth opened, 
and swallowed them up alive. Other, for their wicked 
murmuring and rebellion, were by a sudden fire sent of 
God, utterly consumed : other, for their froward beha- 
viour to their rulers and governors, God's ministers, were 
suddenly stricken with a foul leprosy : other were stinged 
to death, with wonderful strange fiery serpents: other 
were sore plagued, so that there were killed in one day 
the number of fourteen thousand smd seven hundred, for 
rebellion against them whom God had appointed to be in 
authority [Numbers xvi]. Absalom also, rebelling against 
his father king David, was punished with a strange and 
notable death (2 Sam. xviii. 9 — 15). 



THE THIRD PART OF THE SERMON OF OBEDJENGE. 

Ye have heard before, in this sermon of good order and 
obedience^ manifestly proved both by the Scriptures and 
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examples^ that all Bubjects are bound to obey their magb^ 
trates, and for no cause to resist, or withstand, or rebel, of 
make any sedition against them, yea, although they be 
wicked men. And let no man think that he can escape 
unpunished, tiiat committeth treasoo, conspirapy, or re-^ 
hellion against his soyereign lord the king, though he 
commit the same never so secretly, ^ther in thought, 
word, or deed, never so privily, in his privy chamber by 
himself, or openly communicating and consulting with 
others. For treason will not be bid, treason will out at 
length : God will have that most detestable vice both 
opened and punbhed, for that it is so directly against his 
ordinance, and against his high principal judge and 
anointed in earth. The violence and ii^ury that is com« 
mitted against authority is committed against God, the 
commonwealth, and the whole realm, which God will 
have known, and condignly or worthily punished one way 
or other. For it is notably written ot the wise man in 
Scripture, in the book called Ecclesiastes, Wish the 
king no evil in thy thought^ nor epeah no hurt qf him in 
thy prwy chamber: for the bird of the air shall betray 
thy voice f and with her feathers shall bewray thy words 

iEcdes. X. 20). These lessons and examples are written 
or our learning. Therefore let us all fear the most detes- 
table vice of rebellion, ever knowing and remembering, 
that he that resisteth or withstandeth common authority, 
reMsteth or withstandeth God and his ordinance; as it 
may be proved by many other places of Holy Scripture. 
And here let us take heed, that we understand not these 
or such other like places (which so straitly command 
obedience to superiors, and so straitly punished rebelUon 
and disobedience to the same) to be meant in any condi- 
tion of the jwetenced or coloured power of the bishop of 
Rome. For truly the Scripture of God alloweth no such 
^usurped power, full of enormities, ahusions, and blasphe- 
mies. But &e true meaning of these and such places be 
to extol and set forth God's true ordinance, and the 
authority of God's anointed kings, and of their officers ap- 
pointed under them. And concerning the usurped power 
of the bishop of Rome, which he most wrongfully chal- 
lengeth as the successor of Christ and Peter j we may 
easny perceive how false, feigned, and forged it is, not only 
hi that it hath no sufficient ground in Holy Scripture, but 
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also by the fruits and doctrine thereof. For our Savlou? 
Christ and St Peter teach most earnestly and agreeably 
obedience to kings, as to the chief and supreme rulers in 
this world, next under God: but the bishop of Rome 
teacheth, that they that are under him are free uom all bur* 
dens and charges of the oonmionwealth, and obedience 
toward theur prince, most dearly ajzainst Christ's doctrine 
and St. Peters. He ought thereu^re rather to be called 
Antichrist, and the successor of the scribes and phaiisees^ 
than Christ's ricar, or St. Peti^s successor; seeing that 
not only in this point, but also in other weighty matters of 
Christian religion, in matters of remission and forgiyeness 
of sins, and of salvation, he teacheth so directly against 
both St. Peter, and against our Saviour Christ, who not 
only taught obedience to kings> but also practised obedi* 
ence in their conversation and living: for we read that 
they both paid tribute to the king (Matt. xvii. 24— 27)» 
And also we read that the holy virgin Mary, mother to 
our Saviour Christ, and Joseph, who was taken for his 
father, at the emperor's commandment, went to the cUy 
of Dccoid named Sethlekem, to be taxed among other, and 
to declare then* obedience to the magistrates, for God's 
ordinance's sake (Luke ii. 4, 6), And here let us not 
forget the blessed virgin Mary's obedience : for although 
she was highly in God's favour, and Christ's natural mo- 
ther, and was also great with child at the same time, and 
so nigh her travail, that she was delivered in her journey, 
yet she gladly without any excuse or grudging (for con- 
science sake) did take that c<^ and foul winter journey, 
being in the mean season so poor that she lay in a stably 
and there she was delivered of Christ. And according to 
the same, lo, how St. Peter agreeth, writing by expi-ess 
words in his first epistle. Submit yourselves, and be subject, 
saith he, unto kings, as unto the chief heads, and imta 
rulers, as unto them that are sent of him for the punish^ 
ment of evil doers, andfor the praise d^them that do well; 
for so is the will of God (1 Pet. ii. 13—15). I need not 
to expound these words, they be so plain of themselves. 
St. Peter doth not say, Submit yourselves unto me as 
supreme head of the church : neither saith he. Submit, 
yourselves from time to time to my successors in Rome : 
but he saith, Submit yourselves unto your king, your 
supreme head, and unto those that he appointeth io 
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tlttthority under him ; for that jou shall so shew your 
obedience, it is the will of God* God will that you be in 
subjection to jour head and king. This is God's ordi- 
nance, God's commandment^ ana God's holy will, that 
the whole body of every realm, and all the members and 
parts of the same, shsdl be subject to their head, their 
king, and that, fas St. Peter writeth) For the Lord! 9 sake; 
and (as St Paul writeth). For conscience sake^ and not for 
fear only (1 Pet. ii. 13; Rom. xiii. 5). 

Thus we learn by the word of God to yield to our king 
that is due to our king ; that b, honour, obedience, pay- 
ments of due taxes, customs, tributes, subsidies, love, 
and fear (Matt. xxii. 21 ; Rom. xiii. 7). Thus we know 
partly our bounden duties to common authority, now let 
us learn to accomplish the same. And let us most in- 
stantly and heartily pray to God, the only author of all 
authority, for all them tnat be in authority, according as 
St. Paul willeth, writing thus to Timothy in his first 
epistle, I exhort therefore^ that above all things, prayers, 
supplications, intercessions, and giving of thanks be done 
for aU men; for kings, and for all that be in authority ; 
that toe may live a quiet and a peaceable life, with all 
godliness and honesty; for that is good and accepted or 
dUotvable in the sight of God our Saviour (1 Tim. iL 
1 — 3). Here St. Paul maketh an earnest and especial 
exhortation, concerning giving of thanks, and prayer for 
kings and rulers, saying. Above all things, as he might 
say, in any wise principally and chiefly, let prayer be 
made for kings. Let us heartily thank Gk)d for his great 
and excellent benefit and providence concerning the state 
of kings. Let us pray tor them, that they may have 
God's favour and God's protection. Let us pray that 
they may ever in all things have God before their e^es. 
Let us pray that they may have wisdom, strength, justice, 
clemency, and zeal to God's glory, to God's verity, to 
-Christian souls, and to the commonwealth. Let us pray 
that they may rightly use their sword and authority, for 
the maintenance and defence of the catholic faith contained 
in Holy Scripture, and of their good and honest subjecti^ 
for the fear and punishment of the evil and vicious people. 
Let us pray that they may most faithfully follow the most 
faithful kings and captains in the Bible, David, Hezekiah, 
Josiah, and Moses, with such other. And let us pray 
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for ourselves^ that we may live godlily in holy and Chris* 
tian conversation : so shall we have Uod on our side, and 
then let us not fear what man can do against us : so we 
shall live in true obedience, both to our most merciful King 
in heaven, and to our most Christian king in earth : so 
shall we please God, and have the exceeding benefit, 
peace of conscience, rest and quietness here in this world, 
and after this life we shall enjoy a better life, rest, peace, 
and the everlasting bliss of neaven ; which he grant us 
all, that was obedient for us all, even to the deam of the 
cross, Jesus Christ : To whom, vrith the Father, and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, both now and ever. 
Amen. 

— ♦■^♦-i — 
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Tberb is nothing in all man's life Twell-beloyed in our 
Saviour Christ) so needful to be spoken of, and dailj to 
be called upon, as hearty, zealouSy and devout prayer, the 
necessity whereof is so great, that without it no^ng^may 
be well obtained at God's band* For as the apostle 
James saith, Everu good and perfect gift camethfrom 
above f and proceeaeth from the Father of lights (jfaraes 
i. 17) 5 who is also said to be rich and liberal towards 
all them that call upon him^ not because he either will not 
or cannot give without asking, but because he hath ap- 
pointed prayer as an ordinary means between him and us 
(Rom. X. 12). There is no doubt but he always hnoweth 
what we have need of and is always most ready to give 
abundance of those things that we lack (Matt. vi. 32). 

Yet to the intent we might acknowledge him to be the 
giver of all good things, and behave ourselves thankfully 
towards him in that l^half, loving, fearing, and worship, 
ping him sincerely and truly, as we ought to do, he hath 
prontably and wisely ordained, that in time of necessity 
we should humble ourselves in his sight, pour out the 
secrets of our heart before him, and crave help at his 
hands, with continual, earnest, and devout prayer. By 
the mouth of his holy prophet David, he saith on this 
wise. Call upon me in the days of thy trouble, and I will 
deliver thee (Psal. 1. 15). Likewise in the gospel, by the 
mouth of his well-beloved Son Christ, he saith. Ask, and 
it shall be given you; hnoch, and it shall be opened: for 
whosoever as?teth, receiveth; whosoever seeketh, findeth ; 
and to him that knocheth, it shall be opened (Matt. vii. 
7, 8). St. Paul also, most agreeably consenting here- 
unto, wUleth wjen to pray every where, and to continue 
therein vnth thanksgiving (1 Tim. ii. 8; Phil. iv. 6; 
Col. iv. 2). Neither doth me blessed apostle St. James 
in this point any thing dissent, but earnestly exhorting all 
men to diligent prayer, saith. If any man lack wisdom, let 
him ask it of God, which giveth liberally to aU men, and 
reproacheth no man (James i. 5). Also in another plaoe^ 
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*Pray one for another ^ saith he, that ye may he healed': 
for the righteous m>an^ sprayer availeth much, if it be fer- 
vent (James v. 16\ What other thing are we taught by 
these and such otner places, but only this, that Almighty 
God, notwithstanding ms hearenly wisdom and foretnow- 
ledge, will be prayed anto, that he will be called upon^ 
tHat he will havje ns no less willing on our part to ask^ 
^an he <»i his part is willing to give ? Therefore most 
fond and foolish is the opinion and reason of those men, 
which therefore think all prayer to be superfluous and 
yam, because God searcheth the heart and the reins, and 
knoweth the meaning of the Spirit befbre we ask (Rom. 
viii. 27). For if tlus fleshly and carnal reason were suffl- 
ci^it to disannul prayer, then why did our Saviour Christ 
80 ofl^ ciy to his disciples, Wateh and pray ([Mark 
^v. 38] ; Luke xxi. 86) 7 Why did he prescribe tnem a 
form of prayer, sajring, When ye pray, pray after this 
sort: Our JFhther, which art in heaven, ^c, (Matt, vi, 
9 — 13)? Why did he pray so often and so earnestly 
himself befbre his passion ? I^lnally, why did the apostle^, 
immediatdy after his ascension, gather themselves toge- 
ther into one several place, and there continue a long 
time in prayer (Acts i. 14) ? Either they must condemn 
Christ and his apostles of extreme Mly, or else they must 
' needs grant, that piOTer is a thing most necessary for aQ 
men, at ail times, and m all places. Sure it is, that there 
is nothing more expedient or needful for mankind, in all 
the world than prayer. Pray always, spith St^ Paul, 
^Dtth aU mamner of prayer and supplication, and ipatch 
thereto with aU diligence (Ephes. vi. 18). Also in another 
place, he willeth us to pray continually, without any in* 
temUssi/m or ceasing; meaning thereby that we ought 
never to slack or fkint in prayer, but to continue therein 
to our lives* end (1 Thess. v. 17). A number of other 
such placed might here be alleged of like eflect, I mean, 
to declare the great necessity aud use of prayer: but what 
need many proofs in a plain matter ? seeing there is no 
man so ignorant but he knoweth, no man so mind but he 
seeth, that prayer is a thing most needfhl in all estates and 
degrees of men. For onfy by the help hereof we attain 
to those heavenly and everlasting treasures, which God 
our heavenly Father hath reserved and laid up for his 
children, in his dear and well-beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
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with Ais covenant and promise most assuredly confirmed 
and sealed unto us, that if we ask, we shall receive ([ Joha 
xiv. 13, 14] ; John xvi. 23—27). 

Now the great necessity of prayer being sufficiently; 
known, that our minds and hearts may be the more pro- 
voked and stirred thereunto, let us briefly consider what 
wonderful strength and power it hath to bring strange and 
mighty things to pass. We read in the book of Exodus, 
that Joshua, fighting against the Amalekites, did conquer 
and overcome them, not so much by virtue of his own 
strength, as by the earnest and continual prayer of Moses, 
who as long as he held up his hands to God, so long did 
Israel prevail; but when he fainted, and let his hands 
down, then did Amalek and his people prevail : insomuch 
that Aaron and Hur, being in tne mount with him, were 
fain to stay up his hands until the going down of the sun, 
otherwise haa the people of God that day been utterly dis- 
comfited, and put to flight (Exod. xvii. 11, 12). Also 
we read in another place of Joshua himself, how he at the 
besieging of Gibeon, making his humble petition to 
Almighty God, caused the sun and the moon to stay their 
course, and to stand still in the midst of heaven for the 
space of a whole day, until such time as the people 
were sufficientlv avenged upon their enemies (Joshua x. 
12 — 14). Ana was not Jehoshaphat's prayer of great 
force and strength, when God at nis request caused his 
enemies to fall out among themselves, and wilfully to 
destroy one another (2 Chron. xx. 18-— 23J. Who can 
marvel enough at the effect and virtue of Elijah's prayer? 
He J being a man subject to qjfflictions as we are^ prayed to 
the Lord that it might not rain, and there feu no rain 
upon the earth for the space of three years and six months. 
Again, he prayed that it might rain, and there fell great 
plenty, so that the earth brought forth her increase most 
ahindantly ([1 Kings xviL 1] ; xviii. 42 — 45 ; James v. 
17, 18). 

It were too long to tell of Judith, Esther, Susannah, 
and of divers other godly men and women, h( 



they prevailed in all their doings, by giving their mind 
earnestly and devoutly to prayer, iiet it be sufficient at 
this time to conclude with the savings of Augustine and 
Chrysostom, whereof the one calleth prayer ** the key of 
heaven ;" the other plainly affirmetb, " that Uiere is nothing 
80 C^i»l^ 
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in all the world more strong than a man that glveth hun 
self to fervent prayer" [Matt. xxi. 22]. 
. Now then dearly beloved, seeing prayer is so needful a 
thing, and of so great strength before God, let us, accord- 
ing as we are taught by the example of Christ and his 
apostles, be earnest and diligent in calling on the name of 
the Lord. Let us never mint, never slack, never give 
over ; but let us daily and hourly, early and late, in season 
and out of season, be occupied in godly meditations and 
prayers. What if we obtain not our petitions at the first? 
Yet let us not be discouraged, but let us continually cry 
and call upon Qod : he will surely hear us at length, if for 
no other cause, yet for very importunity's sake [Luke xi. 8]. 
Remember the parable of the unrighteous judge and the 
poor widow, how she by her importunate means caused him 
to do her justice against her adversary, ialthough otherwise 
he feared neither God nor man. Shall not Qod much 
more avenge his elect, saith our Saviour Christ, which erg 
unto him dag and night ? Thus he taught his disciples^ 
and in them all other true Christian men, to prag alwags, 
and never to faint or shrink (Luke xviii. 1 — ^7). Re- 
member also the example of the woman of Canaan, how 
she was rejected of Christ, and called dog, as one most 
unworthy of any benefit at his hands : yet she gave not 
over, but followed him still, crying and calling upon him 
to be good and merciful unto her daughter. And at length 
by very importunity, she obtained her request (Matt. xv. 
22 — 2§). Oh let us learn by these examples to be earnest 
and fervent in prayer, assuring ourselves that whatsoever 
we ask of God the Father, in the name of his Son Christ, 
and according to his will, he will undoubtedly grant it 
(John xvi. 2^. He is truth itself; and as truly as 1^ 
hath promised it, so truly will he perform it, God for 
his great mercies' sake so work in our hearts by his Holy 
Spirit, that we may always make our humble prayers unto 
him, as we ought to do, and always obtain the thing which 
we ask, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom, with 
the Father ana the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, 
world without ^nA Ajnm* 
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THE SECOND PABT OF THE HOHII<T CONCBBJfING PAATER. 

In the first part of this sennon ye heard the great necessity, 
and also the great force, of derout and earnest prayer, 
declared and proved unto you, both by divers weighty 
testimonies, and also by sundry good examples of Holy 
Scripture. Now shall you learn whom you ought to cdl 
upon, and to whom you ought always to direct your 
prayers. 

We are evidently taught in God's holy Testament, that 
Almighty God is the only fountain and well-spring of all 
goodness ; and that whatsoever we have in this world, we 
receive it only at his hands. To this effect serveth the 
place of St. James, Every good cund 'perfect gift, saith be, 
com£th from above, and proceedeth from the Father of 
lights (James i. 17J. To this effect also serveth the testi- 
mony of Paul, in cUvers places of his epistles, witnessing 
that the Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of knowledge and 
revelation, yea every good and neavenly eift, as faith, 
bope, charity grace, and peace, cometh only and solely 
of God [Rom v. 15, xv. 13; Eph. ii. 8; &c. &c.]. In 
consideration whereof, be bursteth out into a sudden pas- 
sion, and saith, O man, what thing hast thou, which thou 
hast not received (1 Cor. iv. 7) ? ^ Therefore, whensoever 
we need or lack any thing, pertaining either to the body 
or to the soul, it behoveth us to run only unto God, who 
is the only giver of all good things. Our Saviour Christ 
in the gospel, teaching his disciples how they should 
pray, sendeth them to the Father in his name, saying, 
verily^ verilyy I say unto you, whatsoever ye ash the 
Father in my name, he nnUgive it unto you (John xvi. 23). 
And in another place. When ye pray, pray after this sort: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. (Matt, vi. 9 ; I<uke 
xi. 2\ And doth not God himself, l^ the mouth of his 
propnet David, will and command us tp call upon him 
(Psalm 1. 14, 15) ? The apostle wisheth grace and peace 
to all them that call on the name qfthe Lord, and of his. 
Son Jesus Christ [1 Cor, i. 2, 3] ; as doth also the prophet 
Joel, saying, And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call on the ruime of the Lord shall he saved (Joel ii« 
335 Acts ii. 21). 
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Thus then it is plain by the in&Uible word of truth and 
life, that in all our necessities we must flee unto Grod, 
direct our prayers unto him, call upon his holy name* 
desire help at his hands, and at none other's ; whereof if 
ye will yet have a further reason, mark that which fo!r 
loweth. There are certain conditions most requisite to be 
found in eyery ^uch a one as must be called upon, which 
if they be not found in him unto whom we pray, then doth 
our prayer avail us nothing, but is altogeth^* in vain. 

The first is this, that he, to whom we make our prayers, 
be able to help u^. The second is, that he will help us. 
The third is, that he be such a one as may hear our 
prayers. The fourth is, that he understand better than 
we ourselves what we lack, and how far we have need of 
help. If these things be to be found in any other saving 
only God, then may we lawfully call upon some other 
besides God. But what man is so gro88> but he well 
imderstandeth that these things are only proper to him 
which is omnipotent, and knoweth all things, even the very 
secrets of the heart, that b to say, only and to God alone? 
Whereof it followetii, that we must call neither upon angel, 
nor yd; upon saint, but only and solely upon God, as St. 
Paul doth write, How shall men caU upon him in whom 
they have not believed (Rom. x, 14) ? So that invocation 
or prayer may not be made without faith in him on whom 
we call ; but that we must Brst believe in him, before we 
can make our prayer unto him ; whereupon we must only 
and solely pray unto God. For to say th^t we should 
believe either in angel or saint, or in any other living crea- 
tnre, wei?e mo^ horrible blasphemy against God and his 
holy word; neither ought this fancy to enter into the 
heart of any Christian man, becs^use we are expressly 
t^u^ht, in tne word of the Lord, only to repose our faith 
in me blessed Trinity ; in whose only name we are also 
baptized, according to the express commandment of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, in the last of St. Matthew (Matt, 
xxviii. 19). 

But that the truth hereof may the better appear, even 
to them that be most simple and unlearned, let us consider 
wlwit prayer is. St. Augustine calleth it " a lifliug up of 
the mind to Qod ; that is to say, au humble and lowly 
pqunng out of the hei^t to God." Isjdorus saith, thajt 
'Mt Is an affectiou of the heart, an4 uot a labour of the 
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lips.'' So that by these places, true pra^rer doth consist 
not so much in the outward sound and voice of words, as 
in the inward groaning and crying of the heart to God. 

Now then, is there any angel, any virgin, any patriarch 
or prophet among the dead, that can understand or know 
the meaning of the heart ? The Scripture saith. It is Ood 
that searcheth the heart and the reins, and that he only 
knoweth the hearts of the children of men (Psal. vii. 9; 
Rev. ii. 23 J Jer. xvii. 10 ; 2 Chron. vi. 30). As for the 
saints, they have so little knowledge of the secrets of the 
heart, that many of the ancient fathers greatly doubt 
whether they know any thing at all, that is commonly 
done on earth. And albeit some think they do, yet St* 
Augustine, a doctor of great authority, and a^o antiquity, 
hath this opinion of them : that they know no more what 
we do on earth, than we know what they do in heaven. 
For proof whereof, he allegeth the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, where it is said, Abraham is ignorant of us, and 
Israel knoweth us not (Isa. Ixiii. 16). His mind there- 
fore is this, not that we should put any religion in wor- 
shipping of them, or praving unto them ; out that we 
should honour them by following their virtuous and godly 
life. For as he witnesseth in another place, " The martyrs, 
and holy men in times past, were wont after their death to 
be remembered and named of the priest at divine service; 
but never to be invocated or called upon." And why so ? 
" Because the priest (saith he) is God's priest, and not 
theirs : whereby he is bound to call npon God, and not 
upon them." 

Thus you see, that the authority both of the Scripture, 
and also of Augustine, doth not permit that we should 
pray unto them. Oh that all men would studiously read 
and search the Scriptures! then should they not be 
drowned in ignorance, but should easily perceive the 
truth, as well of this point of doctrine, as of all the rest 
(John V. 39). For there doth the Holy Ghost plainly 
teach us, that Christ is our only Mediator and Intercessor 
with God, and that we must seek and run to no other. 
If any man sinneth, saith St John, toe have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous; and he is 
the propitiation for our sins (1 John ii. 1, 2). St Paul 
also saith. There is one God, and one Mediator betioeen 
Ood and man, even the man Jesus Christ (I Tim. ii. 5). 
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Wbereunlo agreeth the testimony of our Saviour hiiudeliy 
witnessing that no man cometh to tfie Father, but only by 
him, who is the way, the truth, the life, yea, and the only 
door whereby we must enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
because God is pleased in no other but in him (John xiv. 
6; X. 9; Matt. xvii. 5). For which cause also he criethr 
and calleth unto us, that we should come unto him, saying, 
C<yme unto me, aU ye that labour and be heavy laden, and 
I shall refresh you (Matt. xi. 28). Would Christ have 
us so necessarily come unto him ? and shall we most un- 
thankfully leave him, and run unto other? This is even 
that which God so ereatly complaineth of by his prophet 
Jeremiah, saying, my people have committed two great 
offences ; they have forsaken me the fountain of the waters 
of life, and have digged to them>selves broken pits, that can 
hold no water [Jer. ii. 13]. Is not that man, think you, 
imwise that will run for* water to a little brook, when he 
may as well go to the head spring ? Even so may his 
wisdom be justly suspected, that will flee unto saints in 
time of necessity, when he may boldly and without fear 
declare his grief, and direct his prayer unto the Lord 
himself. 

If God were strange, or danserous to be talked withal, 
then might we justly draw back, and seek to some other. 
But the Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him in 
faith and truth ; and the prayer of the humble and meek 
Imth always pleased him (Fsal. cxlv. 18 ; Judith ix). 
What if we be sinners, shall we not therefore pray unto 
God? or shall we despair to obtain any thing at his hands ? 
Why did Christ then teach us to ask forgiveness of our 
sins, saying. And forgive us our trevpofses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us [Matt. vi. 12] ? Shall we 
think that the saints are more merciful in hearing sinner^ 
than God? David saith, that The Lord is full of compas- 
sion and m^rcy, slow to anger, and of great kinaness 
(Psal. ciii. 8). St. Paul saitli, that he is rich in mercy 
toward all them that call upon him (Ephes. ii. 4 ; [Rom. 
X. 12]). And he himself by the mouth of his prophet 
Isaiah saith. For a little while have I forsaken thee, but 
with great compassion wUl I gather thee : for a moment 
in mine anger I have hid my face from thee, but with 
everlasting mercy have I had compassion upon thee (Isa. 
liv. 7, 8). Therefore th^ sins of any man ought not to 
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withhold him from praying unto the Lord his God. Buf 
if he he trulj penitent and ^^^ast in fkith^ let him assure 
himself that the Lord will be merciful unto him, and hear 
his prayers. 

O but I dare not (wiU some man say) trouble God at 
all times with my prayers : we see that in kings' houses, 
and courts of princes, men cannot be admitted, unless 
they first use the help and mean of some special noble* 
man, to come unto the speech of the khig, and to obtain 
the thing that they would have. To this reason doth St. 
Ambrose answer very well, writing upon the first chapter 
to the Romans. ^^ Therefore Tsaith he) we use to go unto 
the Hing by officers and noblemen, because the king is a 
mortal man, and knoweth not to whom he may commit 
the government of the commonwealth. But to have God 
our fiiend, from whom nothing is hid, we need not any 
helper, that should furth^ us with his sood word, but only 
a devout and godly mind." And if it be so, that we need 
one to entreat for us, why ma^ we not content ourselves 
with that one Mediator, which is at the right hand of God 
the Father, and there livethfor ever to make intercession 
for us (Heb. vii. 25) ? As the blood of Christ did redeem us 
on the cross, and cleanse us from our sins ; even so it is 
now able to s&ve all them that come unto God by it. For 
Gfaris^ sitting in heaven, hath an everlasting priesthood^ 
and alwa;^s praveth to his Father for them that be peni* 
t^t, obtaining hj virtue of his wounds, which are ever- 
more in the sight of God, not only perfect remission of 
our sins, but also all other necessaries that we lack in this 
world ; so that this only Medis^r is sufficient in heaven, 
and needeth no others to h^ him. 

Why then do we pray one for another in this li& ? some 
man perchimce will nere demand. Forsooth we are willed 
so to do, by the express commandment both of Christ and 
his disciples ^ to declare therein, as well the faith that we 
have in Christ towards God, as also the mutual charity 
that we bear one towards another, in that we pity our bro* 
ther's case, and make our humble petition to God for him 
(Matt V. 44; James v. 15, 16 ; Coloss. iv. 8 ; 1 Tim. ii. 1). 
But that we should pray unto saints, neither have we anv 
commandment in all the Scripture, nor yet example which 
we may safely follow. So that, being done without autho* 
rity of God's word^ it lacketh the ground of &ith, and 
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iharefor^ cannot be acceptable before God (Heb. xi. e\ 
JF'or whatsoever is not of faith is sin (Rom. xiv. 23). 
And the apostle saiih, ihoX faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God (Rom. x. 17). 

Yet thou wilt object further, that the saints in heaven 
do pray for us, and that their prayer proceedeth of an 
earnest charity, that they have towards their brethren on 
earth. Whereto it may be well answered, first, that no 
man knoweth whether they do pray for us, or no. And 
jf any will go about to prove it by the nature of charity, 
concluding, that because they did pray for m^n on earth| 
therefbre they do much more the same now in heaven ; 
then may it be said by the same reason, that as ofl as we 
^0 weep on earth, they do also weep in heaven, because 
while tney lived in this world, it is most certain and sure 
they did so. And for that place which is written in the 
Apocalypse [viii. 8}, namely that the angel did offer up 
the prayers of the saints upon the golden altar, it i& pro- 
perly meant, and ought properly to be understood^ of 
those saints that are yet living on earth, and not of them 
that are dead ; otherwise what need were it that the angel 
should offer up their prefers, being now in heaven before 
the &ce of Almighty God ? But admit the saints do 
pray for us, jret do we not know how, whether specially 
for them which call upon them, c»* else generally for all 
men, wishing well to eveiy man aHke. If they pray 
M)eeially for them which call upon them, then it is like 
they hear our pray^ii> and also know our heart's desire. 
Which thing to be felse, it is already proved, both by the 
Scriptures, and also by the authority of Augustine. 

JiQt ua not therefore put our trust or confidence in the 
saints or martyrs that be dead. Let us not call upon 
themy nor desire help at their hands : but let us always 
Uft up omr hearts to God, in the name of his dear Son 
Christ, for whose sake as God hath promised to hear our 
prayer, so he will truly perform it. Invocation is a thin^ 
proper unto God, which if we attribute unto the saints, it 
Boundeth to their reproach, neither can they well bear it 
at our hands. When Pali had healed a certain lame 
mfm> which was impotent in his feet, ai Lystra, the people 
vould have done saorijSce to h^m and Barnabas ; who 
xendiiig thdur clo&es refused it, and exhorted them to wor- 
ship t£e true Cted (Acts . xiv. 9— W). Likewise hi the 
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Revelatiop, when St. John fell before the angeVs feet id 
worship him, the an^el would not" permit him to do 
ity hut commanded him that he should worship God 
(Rev. xix. 10 J [xxii. 8, 9]). Which examples declare 
unto us, that the saints and angels in heaven will not have 
us to do any honour unto them, that is due and proper 
unto God. fie only is our Father, he only is omnipotent, 
he only knowelJi and understandeth all things, he only 
can help us at all times, and in all places ; He suffereth 
the sun to shine upon the good ana the had, he feedeth 
the young ravens that cry unto him, he saveth hoth man 
and heast, he will not that any one hair of our head shall 
perish; hut is always ready to help and preserve all them 
that put their trust in him, according as he hath promised, 
saying, Before they call, I tvill answer, and whilst they 
speak, I will hear Tlsa. Ixv. 24). Let us not therefore 
any thing mistrust nis goodness, let us not fear to come 
hefore the throne of his mercy, let us not seek the aid 
and help of saints, hut let us come holdly ourselves, 
nothing doubting but God for Christ's sake, in whom 
he is well pleased, will hear us without a spokesman, and 
accomplisn our desire in all such things as shall be agree- 
able to his most holy will. So saith Chrysostom, an 
ancient doctor of the church ', and so must we stedfastly 
believe, not because he saith it, but much more because 
it is the doctrine of our Saviour Christ himself, who hath 

Eromised [John xvi. 23] that if we pray tp the Father in 
is name, we shall certainly be heard, both to the relief 
of our necessities, and also to the salvation of our souls, 
which he hath purchased unto us, not with gold or silver, 
but with his precious blood shed once for all upon the 
cross. 

To him therefore, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
three persons and one God, be all honour, praise, and 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen* 



THE THIBD PAUT OF THE HOMILT CONCERNING PRATER. 

Ye were taught in the other part of this sermon, unto 

whom ye ought to direct your prayers in time of need and 

necessity, that is to wit, not unto angels or saints, but unto 

the eternal and ever-living God: who, because he is mer- 
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cifiil, is always ready to hear us, when we call upon him 
in true and perfect failh. And because he is omnipotent, 
he can easily perform and bring to pass the thing that we 
request to haye at his hands. To doubt of his power, it 
were a plain point of infidelity, and clean against the 
doctrine of the Holy Ghost, which teacheth that he is all 
in all And as touching his good will in this behalf, we 
haye express testimonies in Scripture, how that he will 
help us, and also deliyer us, if we call upon him in time of 
trouble (Psalm 1. 15). So that in both these respects, we 
ought rather to call upon him than upon any other. Nei* 
ther ought any man therefore to doubt to come boldly 
unto Qod, because he is a sinner. For the Lord (as the 
prophet Dayid saith) is gracious and merciful; yea, his 
mercy and goodness endureth for ever (Psalm cvii. 1). 
He that sent his own Son into the world to save sinnerB 
(1 Tim. i. 15), will he not also hear sinners, if with 
a true penitent heart and a stedfast faith they pray unto 
him ? Yes, if we acknowledge our sins, Qod is faithfd 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness (1 John i. 9), as we are plainly 
taught by the examples of Dayid, Peter, Mary Magda* 
lene, the publican, and diyers other, Ajid wnereas we 
must needs use the help of some mediator and intercessori 
let us content ourselyes with him that is the true and only 
Mediator of the New Testament, namely the Lord and 
Sayiour Jesus Christ. For as St. John saith, If any 
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, who is the propitiation for our sins 
(1 John ii. 1, 2^. And St. Paul in his first epistle to 
Timothy (ii. 5, 6) saith. There is one Qod, and oneMe* 
diator between God and man, even the man Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself a ransom for all men^ to be a testimony 
in due time. 

Now after this doctrine established, you shall be in- 
structed for what kind of things, and what kind of 
persons, ye ought to make your prayers unto God. It 
greatly behoyeth all men, when they pray, to consider 
well and diligently with themselyes what they ask ^d 
require at God's hands, lest if they desire that thing which 
they ought not, their petitions be made yoid, and of none 
effect There came on a time unto Agesilaus the king, 
a certain importunate suitor, who requested him in a 
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watter earnestly, saying, * Sir, and it please your griac^# 
you did once promise nae.' * Truth,' quoth the king, * if 
it he just that thou requirest, thai I promised thee ; other* 
wise X did only speak it, and not promise it.' The man 
would not he so answered at the king's hand ; hut sdU 
orging him more and more, said, * It becometh a king to 
perform the least word he hath spoken, yea, if he should 
oaly beek with his head.' ' No more/ saith the kinff, 
* than it behoveth one, that conEieth to a king, to speak 
and ask those things which are rightful and honest.' 
Thus the king cast off t^is unreasonable and importunate 
suitor. 

Now if so great consideration be to be had, when we 
kneel before an earthly king, how much more ought to 
be had, when we kneel before the heavenly King, who it 
only delighted with justice and equity, ucdther will admit 
any vain, foolish, or unjust petition I Therefore it shall 
be good and profitable, thcffoi^hly to consider and' deter* 
knine witli ourselves, what thmgs we may lawfully ask of 
Grod, without fear of repulse, and also what kind of 
persoBS we are bound to commend unto God in our daily 
pravers. 

Two things are chiefly to be respected in every good and 
godly maa'l prayer : his own necessity, and the glory of 
Almighty God. Necessity belongeth either outwardly to 
the body, or else inwardly to the soul. Which part of 
xnan, because it is much nM>re jH*ecious.and excellent than 
die otber, therefore we ou^t first of aU to crave such 
tilings as properly belong to the salvation thereof; as the 
gift of r^entance, the gift of faith, the gift of charity and 
good works, remission and forgiveness of sins, patience in 
adversity, lowliness in prosperity, and such other like 
fruits of til© Spirit, as hope, love, joy, peace, long^ 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness, and temperance 

SS^al. V. Wy 23) } whietk tilings God requireth of all them 
at profess th^nselves to be his children, sa3dng unto 
tiiem in this wise. Let ^/tmr light so thine before men^ that 
they mag see your good worhs^ and glor^ gour Father 
which is in heaven (Matt. v. 16). And m another place 
also he saith, Seeh first the kingdom of God, ami his 
righteousness, amd then all other things shall be given unto 
pou (Matt vi. dS>). Wherein he putteth us in mind, 
tiiat our chief and greatest care ought to be for those 
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thiii^ which pertain to the health and saieguard of l&c 
fottly because we have here, as the apostle eatth, no con* 
Unuing cttg, but do seek after another in the world to eorne 
(Heb. xiii. 14). 

Now when we bare sufficiently prayed iw things be- 
longing to the Bouly thai may we lawfully and with sa^ 
conscience, pray ako for our bodily necessities, as meat, 
drink, clotiiing, health of body, deliyeranee oat of prison, 
good luck in our daily afikirs, and so fiartb, accoroing as 
we shall have need. Whereof, what better example cam 
we defflre to haYe, th^n of Christ himsdf, who tanglrt his 
disciples, and all other Christian men, first to pray ior 
heavenly things, and afterward for earthly things ; as is 
to be seen in that prayer whieh he left nnto his ehurcfa, 
eooimonly ealled me Lord's prayer (Matt. yi. d---13; 
Loka id. 2—4)? In the third book of Kings, and third 
chapter, it is written, thai Qod appectrtd hy nighi in a 
dreaan unto Solomon the hing^ eaying, A^ of n^ wkalh 
soei^er thou wilt, and IwUlgive it thee [I Kings liL 5—18]. 
Solomon made hk» humbte prayer, and asked a wise and 
|>radent heart, diat might judge and undmi>itand what 
were good, and what were ill, what were godly, and 
what were ungodly, what were righteous, and what were 
unrighteous in the si^t of the Lord. It pieaeed Qod 
wonareuily that he awed this thing. And €hod said unto 
him, Because thou hast requested this word, and hast not 
"desired mantg days and long years upon the earth,neiiher 
abundance of riches kM ^ods, nor yet the Ufe of thine 
enemies which hate iAae, but hast deured wisdom ta sit in 
judgment; Behold, I ham done wUo thee according to 
thy words; I have given thee a wise heart,Jtdl ofhnaw^ 
lodge and understanding, so that there was never am like 
thee before time, neither sh&U he in time ta come MorC' 
aver, 1 have beside this given tliee thai whieh thou hast 
not required, namely worldly wealth and riches, princely 
honour and glory y so thai thou shcdt therein also pose til 
kings that ever were [2 Chron. i: 11, 12]. Note in th» 
example, how Solomon, being put to his choice to ask of 
God whatsoever he would, requested not vain and trand- 
tory things, but the high and heavenly treasures of wis- 
dom ; and that, in so domg, he obtainetb, as it were in 
jrecompence, both ricdies wA honumr. Wherein is given 
vs to imderstand^ that, in our duly prayera, we should 
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chiefly and principally ask those things which concern th'^ 
kingdom of Uody and the salvation of our own souls, nothing 
douhting hut all other things shall (according to the pro* 
mise of Christ) be given unto us. 

But here we must take heed that we forget not that 
other end, whereof mention was made before, namely, the 
glory of God. Which unless we mind, and set before 
our eyes in making our prayers, we may not look to 
be heiurd, or to receive any thing of the liOrd. In the 
twentieth chapter of Matthew \y, 21], the mother of the 
two sons of Zebedee came unto tfesus,. worshipping him, and 
saying, Grant that my two sons vMiy sit in thy kingdom, the 
one on thy right hand, and the other at thy tefi hand. 
In this petition she did not respect the glory of God, but 
plainly declared the ambition and vain-glory of her own 
mind ; for which cause she was also most worthily repelled 
and rebuked at the Lord's hand. In like manner we read 
in the Actd, of one Simon Magus, a sorcerer, how that he, 
perceiving that through laying on of the apostle^ hands 
the Holy Ghost toas given, offered them money, saying, 
Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay my 
hands, he may receive the Soly Ghost. In making this 
request, he sought not the honour and glory of God, but 
his own private ^in and lucre, thinking to get ^eat store 
of money hy this feat ; and therefore it was justly said 
unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou 
thinhest that the gift of &od may he obtained wUh money 
(Acts viii. 18 — fa)). By these and such other examples 
we are taught, whensoever we make our prayers unto 
God, chiefly to respect the honour and glory of his name^ 
Whereof we have this general precept in the apostle Paul, 
Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye ao, look that 
ye do it to the glory of God (1 Cor. x. 31; Coloss. iii. 17). 
Which thing we shall best of all do, if we follow the 
example of our Saviour Christ, who, praying that the 
bitter cup of death might pass from him, would not therein 
have his own will fulfilled, but referred the whole matter 
to the good will and pleasure of his Father (Matt. xxvi. 89; 
Luke xxii. 42; [Mark xiv. 36]). 

And hitherto concerning tiiose things, that we may 
lawfully and boldlv ask of Gbd. 

Now it followeth, that we declare what kind of ])erson9 
we are bonpd i^ cpnscience to pray for. St. Paul, writing 
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to Timotliv, exhorteth him to make prayers and supplica* 
tions for all men^ exempting none, of what degree or state 
8oever they he. In which place he maketh mention by 
name of kings and rulers which are in authority^ putting 
us thereby to knowledge, how greatly it concerneth the 

Erofit of the commonwealth, to pray diligently for the 
igher powers (1 Tim. ii. 1, 2). Neither is it without 
^ood cause, that he doth so of^en in all his epistles crave 
3ie prayers of God's people for himself (Coloss. iv, 8 ; 
Rom. XV. 30 ; 2 Thess. iii. 1 ; Ephes. vi. 18, 19 ; 
[1 Thess. V. 25 J 2 Cor. i. 11]). For in so doingj, he 
declareth to the world, how expedient and needful it is, 
daily to call upon God for the ministers of his holy word 
and sacraments, that they may have the door of utterance 
opened unto them, that they may truly understand the 
Scriptures, that they may effectually preach the same 
unto the people, and bring forth the true fruits thereof, to 
the example of all other. After this sort did the congrega- 
tion continually pray for Peter at Jerusalem (Acts xii. o), 
i nd for Paul amon^ the Gentiles, to the great increase 
and furtherance of Christ's gospel. And if we, following 
their good example herein, will study to do the like, 
doubtless it cannot be expressed how greatly we shall 
both help ourselves, and also please God. 

To discourse and run through all decrees of persons, it 
were too long. Therefore ye shall briefly take this one 
conclusion for all : whomsoever we are bound by express 
commandment to love, for those also are we bound in 
conscience to pray« But we are bound by express com- 
mandment to love all men as ourselves : therefore we are 
also bound to pray for all men, even as well as if it were 
for ourselves, notwithstanding we know them to be our 
extreme and deadlv enemies. For so doth our Saviour 
Christ plainly teach us in his holy gospel, saying, L<n)e 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, pray for them that persecute you; that ye 
may he the children of your Father which is in heaven 
(Matt. y. 44, 45 ; [Luke vi. 27, 28]). And as he taught 
his disciples, so did he practise himself in his life-time, 
m*aying for his enemies upon the cross, and desiring his 
Father to forgive them, because they knew not what they 
did (Luke xxiii. 34). As did also that holy and blessed 
martyr Stephen, when he was cruelly stoned to death of 
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the stobborn and etiff-necked Jews : to the example of alt 
them that will truly and unfeignedly follow their Lord 
and Master Christ in this msserable and mortal life 
(Acts vii. 60). 

Now to entreat of that question, whether we ought to 
pray for them that are departed out of this world, or no. 
Wherein, if we will cleave cmly unto the word of God, 
then must we needs grant, that we have no commandment 
so to do. For the Scripture doth acknowledge but two 
places fifter this life: the one proper to the elect and 
blessed of God, the other to the reprobate and damned 
souk \ as may be well gathered by the parable of Lazarus 
and the rich man (Luke xvi. 19 — 26) \ which place St« 
Augustine expoundmg saith in this wise, ^' That which 
Abraham speaketh unto the rich man in Luke's gospel, 
namely that the just cannot go into those places where the 
wicked are tormented ; what other things doth it signify, 
but only this, that the just, by reason of God's judgment, 
which may not be revoked, can shew no deed of mercy 
in helping them which afler this li^s are cast into prison, 
until tney pay the uttermost farthing ? " These words, as 
they confound the opinion of helping the dead by prayer, 
so they do dean confute and ta&e away the vain error of 
purgatory, which is grounded upon this saying of the 
gospel, 'thou shaU not d^art thence, until thou hast paid 
the uttermostfarthing [Matt. v. ^]. Now doth St. Augus- 
tine say, that those m^n which are cast into prison af^r this 
life, on that condition, may in no wise be holpen, though 
we would help them never so much.. And why? Be- 
cause the sentence of God is imchangeable, and cannot be 
revoked again. Therefore let us not deceiye ourselves, 
thinking that either we may help other^ or other may help 
us by their good and charitable prayers in time to come. 
For, as the Preacher saith. When the treefdlleth, whether 
^ it be toward the south or toward the northy in what place 
soever the treefalletk, there it lieth (Ecdes* xi. 3); meaning 
thereby, diat every mortal man dieth either in the state 
of salvation or damnation, according as the words of the 
evangelist John do also plainly import, saying, Sp that 
helieveth on the Son of God hath eternal life; but he that 
believeth not on the Son shall never see life, but the vyrath 
of Ood ahideth upon him (John iii. 86). Where is then 
the third place, which they eall purgatory? Or where 
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shall our prayers help and profit the dead ? St. Auffust'm^ 
doth only acknowledge "two places" after this life> heaven 
and hell. As for the third place^ he doth plainly deny 
that there is any such to be found in aU Scripture. 
Chrysostom likewise is of this mind, that "unless we 
wash away our sins in this present world, we shall find 
no comfort afterward." And St. Cyprian saith, that, after 
death, " repentance and sorrow of pain shall be without 
fruit ; weeping also shall also be in vain, and prayer shall 
be to no purpose." Therefore he counselleth all men to 
make provision for Ihemselves while they may, because, 
" when they are once departed out of this life, there is no 
place for repentance, nor yet for satisfaction." 

Let these and such other places be sufficient to take 
away the gross error of purgatory out of our heads ; nei- 
ther let us dream any more, that the souls of the dead are 
any thin^ at all holpen by our prayers ; but as the Scrip- 
ture teacheth us, let us think that the soul of man, passing 
out of the body, goeth straightways either to h^ven, or 
else to hell, whereof the one needeth no prayer, and the 
othei is without redemption. The only purgatory, wherein 
we must trust to be saved, is the death and blood of Christ; 
which we apprehend with a true and stedfast faith, it 
purgeth and cleanseth us from all our sins, even as well 
as u he were now hanging upon the cross. Tlie blood 
of Christy saith St. John, hath cleansed us from all sin 
(l John i. 7). The blood of Christ, saith St. Paul, hath 
purged our consciences from dead works, to serve the liv* 
ing God (Heb. ix. 14). Also in another place he saith. 
We be sanctified and Ttuide holy by the offering up of the 
body of Jesus Christ, done once for all. Yea he addeth 
more, saying. With the one oblation of his blessed body 
and precious blood, he hath made perfect for ever a7id 
ever all them that are sanctified (Heb. x. 10, 14). This 
then is that purgatonr, wherein all Christian men put their 
whole trust and conndence, nothing doubtin?, but if they 
truly repent them of their sins, and die in perfect faith, that 
then they shall forthwith pass from death to life. If this 
kind of purgation will not serve them, let them never 
hope to be released by other men's prayers, though they 
should continue therein unto the world's end. He that 
cannot be saved by faith in Christ's blood, how shall he 
look to be delivered by man's intercessions ? Hath God 
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taore respect to man on earth, than lie hath to Christ In 
heaven ? If any man sin, saith St John, we have an 
Advocate with tJie Father^ even Jesus Christ the righteous, 
and he is the propitiation for our sins (1 John ii. 1, 2). 
But we must take heed that we call upon this Advocate 
while we have space given us in this life, lest when we are 
once dead, there be no hope of salvation lef); unto us. For 
as every man sleepeth with his own cause, so every man 
"shall rise again with his own cause. And look in what 
state he dieth, in the same state he shall be also judged, 
whether it be to salvation or damnation. Let us not 
therefore dream either of purgatory, or of prayer for the 
souls of them that be dead : but let us earnestly and dili- 
gently pray for them which are expressly commanded in 
Holy Scripture, namely, for kings and rulers, for ministers 
of God's holy word and sacraments, for the saints of this 
world, otherwise called the faithful : to be short, for all 
men Uving, be they never so great enemies to God and 
his people, as Jews, Turks, pagans, infidels, heretics, 
&c. Then shall we truly fulfil the commandment of 
God in that behalf, and plainly declare ourselves to be the 
true children of our heavenly Father, who suffereth the 
sun to shine upon the good and the had, and the rain to 
fall upo/i the just and the unjust [Matt. v. 45]. For 
which, and all other benefits most abundantly bestowed 
upon mankind from the beginning, let us give him hearty 
thanks, as we are most bound, and praise his name for 
ever and ever. Amen, 
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AN HOMILY OR SERMON CONCERNING 

THE NATIVITY AND BIRTH OF OUR 

SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 



Among all tlie creatures that God made in the beginning 
of the world most excellent and wonderful in their kind, 
there was none, as the Scripture heareth witness, to be 
compared almost in any point unto man, who as well in 
body as in soul exceedeth aU other, no less than the sun 
in brightness and light exceedeth every small and little 
star in the firmament. He was made according to the 
image and similitude of God, he was endued with all 
kind of heavenly gifts, he had no spot of uncleanness in 
him, he was sound and perfect in all parts, both outwardly 
and inwardly, his reason was uncorrupt, his understanding 
was pure and good, his will was obedient and godly, he 
was made altogether like unto God, in righteousness, in 
holiness, in wisdom, in truth ; to be short, in all kind of 
perfection. 

When he was thus created and made. Almighty God, 
in token of his great love towards him, chose out a special 

I)lace of the earth for him, namely paradise, where he 
ived in all tranquillity and pleasure, having great abun- 
dance of worldly goods, and lacking nothing mat he might 
justly require, or desire to have. For, as it is said, uod 
made him lord and ruler over all the works of his hands, 
that he should have under his feet all sheep and oxen, aU 
hearts oftliefieldy aU fowls of the air, aU fishes of the sea, 
and use them always at his own pleasure, according as he 
should have need (Psalm viii. 6—8). Was not this a 
mirror of perfection ? Was not this a full, perfect, and 
blessed estate? Could any thmg else be well added here- 
unto, or greater felicity desired in this world ? But as the 
common nature of all men is, in time of prosperity and 
wealth, to fo^et not only themselves, but also God ; even 
80 did this first man Adam, who having but one com- 
mandment at God's hand, namely, that he should not eat 
of the fiiiit of knowledge of good and ill, did notwith- 
standing, most unmindfully, or rather most wilfully break 
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it, in forgetting the strait charge of his Maker, and giving 
ear to the crafty suggestion of that wicked serpent the 
devil. Whereby it came to pass, that as before he was 
blessed, so now he was accursed ; as before he was 
loved, so now he was abhorred ; as before he was most 
beautiful and precious, so now he was most vile and 
wretched in the sight of his Lord and Maker. Instead of 
the image of God, he was now become the image of the 
devil : instead of the citizen of heaven, he was become the 
bond-slave of hell, having in himself no one part of his 
former purity and cleanness, but being altogether spotted 
and denied ; insomuch that now he seemed to be nothing 
else but a lump of sin, and therefore by the just judgment 
of God was condemned to everlasting death. This so great 
and miserable a plague, if it had only rested on Adam, 
who first offended, it had been so much the easier, and 
might the better have been borne. But it fell not only 
on nim, but also on his posterity and children for ever, so 
that the whole brood of Adam's flesh should sustain the 
self-same fall and punishment, which their forefather by 
his offence most justly had deserved. St. Paul in the 
fifth chapter to the Romans [iw* 18, 19], saith. By the 
offence of only Adam, the fault came upon all jnen to con-- 
denmation, and by one mxirCs dkohedience many were made 
sinners. By which words we are taught, that as in Adam 
all men universally sinned, so in Adam all men universally 
received the reward of sin ; that is to say, became mortal, 
and subject unto death, having in themselves nothing but 
everlasting damnation both of body and soul. They be- 
came (as David saith) corrupt and abominable, they went 
all out of the way, there was none that did good, no not 
one [Ps. xiv. 1, 3]. " 

O what a miserable and woeful state was this, that the 
sin of one man should desti'oy and condemn all men, that 
nothing in all the world might be looked for, but only 
pangs of death, and pains of hell ! Had it been any 
marvel if mankind had been utterly driven to desperation, 
being thus fallen from life to death, from salvation to 
destruction, from heaven to hell ? But behold the great 
goodness and tender mercy of God in his behalf: albeit 
man's wickedness and sinful behaviour was such, that it 
deserved not in any part to be forgiven ; yet to the intent 
he might not be clean destitute of all hope and comfort in 
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time to comey he ordained a new covenant^ and made a 
sure promise thereof, namely, that he would send a 
Messias or Mediator into the world, which should make 
intercession, and put himself as a stay between both par- 
ties, to pacify the wrath and indignation conceived against 
sin, and to deliyer man out ^f the miserable curse Mid 
imrsed misery, whereinto he was fallen headlong, by dis- 
obeying the will and commandment of his only Lord and 
Maker. This covenant and promise was first made unto 
Adam himself immediately after his fall, as we read in the 
third of Genesis [v. 15], where God said to the serpent on 
this wise, I zoUl put enmity between thee and the woman, 
between thy seed and her Seed. Se shall break thine 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Afterward the self-same covenant was also more amply 
«nd plainly renewed unto Abraham, where God promised 
him, that in his Seed all nations and families of the earth 
dwuld be blessed (Gen. xii. 3 j [xxii. 18]). Again, it was 
continued and confirmed unto Isaac in the same form of 
words as it was before unto his father (Gen. xxvi. 4). 
And to the intent that mankind might not despair, but 
always live in hope, Almighty God never ceased to pub- 
lish, repeat, confirm, and continue the same, by divers, and 
sundry testimonies of his prophets; who, for the better 
persuasion of the thing, prophesied the time, the place, the 
manner, and circumstance of his birth, the affliction of his 
life, the kind of his death, the glory of his resurrection, 
the receiving of his kingdom, the deliverance of his people, 
with all other circumstances belonging thereunto. Isaiah 
prophesied, that he should be bom of a virgin and called 
Emanuel [Is. vii. 14]. Micah propnesied, that he should 
be bo'im in Bethlehem, a place of Jewry [Mic. v. 21. 
Ezekiel prophesied, that he should com^ of the stock and 
lineage of havid [Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24]. Daniel pro- 
phesied, that all nations and languages should serve him 
[Dan. yii. 14]. Zechariah prophesied, tliat he should come 
in poverty y riding upon an ass [Zech. ix. 9]. Malachi 
prophesied, that he should send JElias before him, which 
was John the Baptist [Mai. iii. 1 ; iv. 5 ; Matt. xi. 14 ; 
xvii. 10 — 13]. Zecnariah prophesied, that he should be sold 
for thirty pieces of stiver, &c. [Zech. xi. 12, 13]. And 
all this was done, that the promise and coyenant of 
God, made unto Abraham and his posterity concaning 
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the redemption of the world^ might be credited and 
fully believed. 

Nowy as the apostle Paul saith, when the fulness (f 
time was corns, that is, the perfection and course of years 
appointed from the beginning, then God, according to his 
former covenant and promise, sent a Messias, otherwise 
called a Mediator, into the world ; not such a one as Moses 
was, not such a one as Joshua, Saul, or David was ; bat 
such a one as should deliver mankind from the bitter curse 
of the law, and make perfect satisfaction by his death for 
the sins of all people ; namely, he sent his dear and only 
Son Jesus Christ, bom, as the apostle saith, of a woman, 
and made under the law, that he might redeem them that 
were in bondage of the law, and mahe them the children of 
God by adoption [Gal. iv. 4, 5]. Was not this a won- 
derful great love towards us that were his professed and 
open enemies, towards us that were by nature the children 
of wrath, and fire-brands of hell-fire ? In this, saith St. 
John, appeared the great love of Ood, that he sent his 
onJy-begotten Son into the world to save us, when we were 
his extreme enemies. Herein is love, not that we loved 
him, but that he loved its, and sent his Son to be a re- 
concUiation for our sins [1 John iv. 9, 10]. St. Paul 
also saith, Christ, when we were yet of no strength, died 
for us being ungodly. Doubtless a man will scarce die 
for a righteous man. Peradventure some one durst die 
for him of whom he hath received good. But Ood setteth 
out his love towards us, in that he sent Christ to die for us, 
when we were yet void of all goodness (Rom. v. 6— 8)« 
This and such other comparisons doth the apostle use, to 
•amplify and set forth the tender mercy and great goodness 
of God, declared towards mankind, in sending down a 
Saviour from heaven, even Christ the Lord. Which one 
benefit among all other is so great and wonderful, that 
neither tongue can well express it, neither heart think it, 
much less give sufficient thanks to God for it 

But here is a great controversy between us and the 
Jews, whether the same Jesus, which was bom of the 
virgin Mary, be the true Messias, and true Saviour of 
the world, so long promised and prophesied of before. 
They, as thev are, and have been always, proud and stiff- 
necked, would never acknowledge him until this day, but 
have looked and waited for another to come. They have 
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this fond imagination in their headsy that the Messias shall 
come, not as Christ did^ like a poor pilgrim and meek 
soul riding upon an ass ; but like a valiant and mighty 
king, in ereat royalty and honour : not as Christ did, with 
a few fishermen, and men of small estimation in the world; 
but with a great army of strong men, with a great train o\ 
wise and noble men, as knights, lords, earls, dukes, princes, 
and so forth. Neidier do they think that their Messias 
shall slanderously suffer death, as Christ did ; but that he 
shall stoutly conquer and manfully subdue all his enemies, - 
and finally obtain such a kingdom on earth, as never was 
seen from the beginning. While they feign unto them- 
selves afier this sort a Messias of their own brain, they 
deceive themselves, and account Christ as an abject and 
scorn of the world. Therefore Christ crucified, as St. 
Paul saith [1 Cor. i. 23], is unto the Jews a slunibling' 
block, and to the QentiiesfoolishnesSy because they think 
it an absurd thing, and contrair to all reason, that a Re- 
deemer and Saviour of the whole world should be handled 
after such a sort as he was; namely, scorned, reviled, 
scourged, condemned, and last of all cruelly hanged. This, 
I say, seemed in their eyes strange, and most absurd, and 
therefore neither they would at that time, neither will they 
as yet, acknowledge Christ to be their Messias and Sa- 
viour. But we, dearly beloved, that hope and look to be 
saved, must both stedfastly believe, and also boldly con- 
fess, that the same Jesus, which was bom of the virgin 
Mary, was the true Messias and Mediator between God 
and man, promised and prophesied of so long before. For, 
as the apostle writeth. With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and unth the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. Again in the same place. Whosoever believeth 
in him shall never be ashamed nor confounded (Rom. x. 
10, 11). Whereto agreeth also the testimony of St. John, 
written in the fourth chapter of hb first general epistle 
[v. 15] on this wise. Whosoever confesseth that Jesus is 
the Son of Ood, he dweUeth in Ood, and God in him. 

There is no doubt, but in this point all Christian men 
are fully and perfectly persuaded! Yet shall it not be a 
lost labour to instruct and furnish you with a few places 
concerning this matter, that ve may be able to stop the 
blasphemous mouths of all them that most Jewishly, or 
rather devilishly, shall at any time so about to teach or 
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maintain the contrary. First, ye have the witness and 
testimony of the angel Gabriel, declared as well to Za- 
charias the high priest, as also to the blessed virgin 
[Luke i, 19 5 26, et seq.J, Secondly, ye have the witness 
and testimony of John the Baptist, pointing unto Christ, 
and saying, BeJiold the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the sins of the ivorld'[John i. 29].. Thirdly, ye have the 
witness and testimony of God the Fieither, who thundered 
from heaven, and said, This is my dearly beloved Son, in 
tohom lam ivell pleased;, hearrhim [Mark ix. 7]. Fourthly, 
ye have the witness and testimony of the Holy Ghost, 
which came down from heaven in manner of a dove, and 
lighted upon him in time of his baptism [Matt. iii. 16, 17]. 
To these might be added a great number more ; namely, 
the witness and testimony of the wise men that came to 
Herod [Matt. ii. 1 — 11], the witness and testimony of 
Simeon and Anna [Luke ii. 30 — 34,^ 38], the witness and 
testimony of Andrew and Philip^ Nathaniel and Peter 
[John i. 41, 45, 49; Matt. xvi. 16], Nicodemns and 
Martha [John iii. 2 ; xi. 27], with divers other : but it 
were too long to repeat all, and a few places are sufficient 
in so plain a matter, specially among them that are already 
perauaded. Therefore if the privy imps of Antichrist, 
and crafty instruments of the devil, shall attempt or go 
about to withdraw you from this true Messias, and per- 
suade you to look for another that i& nc^ yet come ; let 
them not in any case seduce you, but confirm yourselves 
with these and such other testimonies of Holy Scripture, 
which are so sure and certain, that all the devils in hell 
shall never be able to withstand them. For as truly as 
God liveth^ so truly was Jesus Christ the true Messias 
and Saviour of the world, even the safne Jesus, which, as 
this day, was born of the virgin Mary, without all help of 
man, only by the power and operation of the Holy Ghost. 

Concerning whose nature and substance, because divers 
and sundry heresies are risen in these our days, through 
the motion and suggestion of Satan ; therefore it shall be 
needful and profitable for your instruction, to speak a 
word or two also of this part. 

We are evidently taught in the Scripture, that our Lord' 
and Saviour Christ consisteth of two several natures ; of 
his manhood, being thereby perfect man, and of his God- 
head, being thereby perfect God. It is written, The Word, 
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that is to say, the second person in Trinity, became Jlesh 
(John i. 14). God sending his onm Son in the similitude 
of sinful^eshy fulfilled those things which the law could not 
(Rom. viii. 3). Christ being inform of Ood, took on him 
tJieform of a servant y and was made like unto many being 
found in shape as a man (Phil. ii. 6 — 8). God was shewed 
in flesh, justified in spirit, seen of angels, preached to the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, and received up in glory 
(1 Tim. iii. 16). Also in another place, There is one God, 
and one Mediator between God and man, even the man 
Jems Christ [1 Tim. ii. 5]. These be plain places for the 
proof and declaration of both natures, united and knit 
together in one Christ. 

Xet us diligently consider and weigh the works that he 
did whilst he lived on earth, and we shall thereby also 
perceive the self-same thing to be most true. In that he 
did hunger and thirst, eat and drink^ sleep and wake ; in 
that he preached his gospel to the people ^ in that he 
wept and sorrowed for Jerusalem ; in that he paid tribute 
for himself and Peter; in that he died and su:i^red death; 
what other thing did he else declare, but onl)r this, that he 
was perfect man as we are ? For which cause he is called 
in Holy Scripture sometime the Son oi David, sometime 
the Son of Man, sometime the Son of Mary, sometime 
the Son of Joseph, and so forth. Now in that he forgave 
sins, in that he wrought miracles, in that he did cast out 
devils, in that he healed men with his only word, in that 
he knew the thoughts of men's hearts, in that he had the 
seas at his commandment, in that he walked on the water, 
in that he rose from death to life, in that he ascended into 
heaven, and so forth ; what other thing did he shew th^ein, 
but only that he was perfect God, coequal with the Father 
as touching his Deity ? Therefore he saith, Tlie Father 
and I are all one, which is to be understood of his God- 
head [John X. 30]. For as touching his manhood he saith. 
The PatJier is greater than I am [John xiv, 28]. 

Where are now those Marcionites, that deny Christ to 
have been born in the flesh, or to have been perfect man ? 
Where are now those Arians, which deny Christ to have 
been perfect God, of equal substance with the Father ? 
If there be any such, we may easily reprove them with 
these testimonies of God's word, and such other. Where- 
unto I am most sure they shall never be able to answer. 
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For the necessity of our salvation did require such a Me- 
diator and Saviour, as under one person should be a pap- 
taker of both natures : it was requisite he should be mai^ 
it was also requisite he should be God. For as the trans* 
gression came by man, so was it meet the satisfactioi 
should be made by man [Rom. v. 19 ; 1 Cor. xv. 21]. 
And because death, according to St. Paul [Rom. vi. 23], 
is the just stipend and reward of sin, theretore to appease 
the wrath of God, and to satisfy his justice, it was expe- 
dient that our Mediator should be such a one, as might 
take upon him the sins of mankind and sustain the due 
punishment thereof, namely death. Moreover, he came 
in flesh, and in the self-same flesh ascended into heaven, 
to declare and testify unto us, that all faithful people 
which stedfastly believe in him shall likewise come unto 
the same mansion-place, whereunto he, being our chief 
Captain, is gone before. Last of all, he became man, 
that we thereby might receive the greater comfort, as well 
in our prayers, as also in our adversity, considering with 
ourselves, that we have a Mediator that is true man as we 
are, who also is touched tvith our infirmities, and was 
tempted even in lihe sort as we are [Heb. iv. 15]. For 
theee and sundry other causes, it was most needful he 
should come, as he did, in the flesh. 

But because no creature, in that he is only a creatui-e, 
hath or may have power to destroy death, and give life; to 
overcome hell, and purchase heaven ; to remit sins, and 
give righteousness ; tnerefore it was needful that our Mes- 
sias, whose proper duty and office that was, should be not 
only full and perfect man, but also full and perfect God ; 
to the intent he might more fully and perfectly make 
satisfaction for mankind. God saith. This is my well- 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased (Matt. iii. 17). 
By which place we learn, that Christ appeased and 
quenched the wrath of his Father, not in that he was only 
the Son of man ; but much more in that he was the Son 
of God. 

Thus ye have heard declared out of the Scriptures, that 
Jesus Christ was the true Messias and Saviour of the 
world, that he was by nature and substance perfect God 
and perfect man, and for what causes it was expedient it 
should be so. Now that we may be the more mindful and 
thankful unto God in this behalf, let us briefly consider, 
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aud call to mind^ the manifold and great benefits that we 
have received by the nativity and birth of this our Messias 
and Saviour. 

Before Christ's coming into the world, all men univer- 
sally in Adam were nothing else but a wicked and crooked 
generation, rotten and corrupt trees, stony ground, full of 
brambles and briers, lost sheep, prodigal sons, naushty 
and unprofitable servants, unrighteous stewards, worKers 
of iniquity, the brood of adders, blind guides, sitting in 
darkness and in the shadow of death ; to be short, nothing 
else but children of perdition, and inheritors of hell- fire. 
To this doth St. Paul bear witness in divers places of his 
epistles, and Christ also himself in sundry places of his 
gospel. But after he was once come down nropi heaven, 
and had taken our frail nature upon him, he made all them 
that would receive him truly, and believe his word, good 
trees, and good ground, fruitful and pleasant branches, 
children of light, citizens of heaven, sheep of his fold, 
members of his body, heirs of his kingdom, his true 
friends and brethren, sweet and lively bread, the elect and 
chosen people of God. For as St. Peter saith in his first 
epistle and second chapter, Jffe bare our sins in his iody 
upon the cross; he healed us, and made tts whale by his 
stripes: and whereas before toe were sheep going astray, 
he by his coming brought us home again to the true Shep- 
herd and Bishop of our souls ^ making us a chosen genera- 
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people 
of Qod, in that he died for our offences, and rose again 
for our justification [1 Pet. ii. 9, 24, 25 ; Bom. iv. 25]. 
St. Paul to [Titus], the third chapter [w. 5—7], We were, 
saith he, in times pasf, unwise, disobedient, deceived, serving 
divers lusts and pleasures, living in hatred, envy, mali' 
cumsness, and so forth. But after the loving kindness of 
Ood our Saviour appeared towards mankind, not according 
to the righteousness that tve had done, but according to his 
great mercy, he saved us by the fountain of the new birth, 
and by the renewing of the Holy Ohost, which he poured 
upon us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
that we, being once justified by his grace, should be heirs of 
eternal life, through hope and faith in his blood. 

In these and such other places is set out before our eyes, 
as it were in a glass, the abundant grace of God received 
in Christ Jesus, which is so much the more wonderful, 
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because it came not of any desert of ours, but of his mere 
and tender mercy, even then when we were his extreme 
enemies. But, for the better understanding and considera- 
tion of this things let us behold the end of his coming, so 
shall we perceive what great commodity and profit his 
nativity hath brought unto us miserable and sinfid crea- 
tures. The end of his coming was, to save and deliver his 
people (Matt i. 21), to futfil the law for us (Matt v. 17), 
to bear witness unto the truth (John xviii, 37), to teach 
and preach the words oilm Father (Luke iv. 18, 19, 43), 
to give light unto the world (John viii. 12), to call sinners 
to repentance (Matt ix. 13), to refresh them that labour 
and be heavy laiien (Matt. xi. 28), to ca>st out tJie prince of 
this world (John xii.-31), to reconcile us in the body of his 
flesh (Coloss. i. 21, 22), to dissolve the worhs of the devU, 
(Heb. x. 12— 14 J [I John. iii. 8] ); last of all, to become 
a propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world (Rom. iii. 25 ; 
[I John. ii. 2]). 

These were the chief ends wherefore Christ became 
man, not for any profit that should come to himself 
therebjr, but only for our sakes, that we might understand 
the will of God, be partakers of his heavenly light, be 
delivered out of the devil's claws, released from th^ 
burden of sin, justified through faith in his bloody and 
finally received up into everlasting glory, there to reign 
with him for ever. Was not this a great and singular 
love of Christ towards mankind, that, being the express 
and lively image of God, he would notwithstanding 
humble himself, and take upon him the form of a servant, 
and that only to save and redeem us ? O how much are 
we bound to the goodness of God in this behalf! How 
many thanks and praises do we owe unto him for this our 
salvation, wrouglrt by his dear and only Son Christ ! who 
became a pilgrim on earth, to make us citizens in heaven ; 
who became the Son of man, to make us the sons of Gt)d ; 
who became obedient to the law, to deliver us from the 
curse of the law ; who became poor, to make us rich ; 
vile, to make us precious ; subject to death, to make us 
live for ever. Wliat greatw love could we silly creatures 
desire or wish to have at (rod's hands? 

Therefore dearly beloved, let us not forget this exceeding 
love of oUr Lord and Saviour, let us not shew ourselves 
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unmindful or unthankful toward him ; but let us love him, 
fear him, obey him, and serve him. Let us confess him 
with our mouths, praise him with our tongues, believe on 
him with our hearts, and glorify him with our good works. 
Christ is the light, let us receive the light. Christ is the 
truth, let us believe the truth. Christ is the way, let us 
follow the way. And because he is our only master, our 
only teacher, our only Shepherd and chief Captain ; 
therefore let us become his servants, his scholars, his 
sheep, and his soldiers. As for sin, the flesh, the world, 
and iJie devil, whose servants and bond slaves we were 
before Christ's coming, let us utterly cast them off, and 
defy them, as the chief and only enemies of our soul. 
And seeing we are once delivered from their cruel tyranny 
by Christ, let us never fall into their hands again, lest we 
chance to be in a worse case than ever we were before. 
Happy are they, saith the Scripture, that continue to the 
end [Matt. x. 22 ; xxiv. 13]. Be faithful^ saith God^ until 
death, and I wiU give thee a croum of life [Rev. ii. 10]. 
Again, he saith in another place,. Jli? thatputtetk his hand 
unto the plough^ and loohe^ daeh, is not meet for the 
kingdom of God [Luke ix, 62]* Therefore let us be strong^ 
stedfast, and unmoveabU,. abounding always in the works 
of the Lord [1 Cor. xv. 58J,. Let us receive Christ, not 
ror a time, but for ever; let us believe his word, not for a 
time, but for ever f let us become his servants, not for a 
time, but for ever ; in consideration that he hath redeemed 
and saved us, not for a time, but for ever ; and will receive 
us into his heavenly kingdom, there to reign with him, not 
for a time, but for ever. To him therefore with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour, praise, and glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

^ ♦ » — 
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AN KOMILY FOR GOOD FRIDAY, CON- 
CERNING THE DEATH AND PASSION 
OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 



It should not become us, well-beloved in Christ, being 
that people which be redeemed from the devil, from sin 
and death, and from everlasting damnation, by Christ, to 
suffer this time to pass forth without any meditation and 
remembrance of that excellent work of our redemption, 
wrought as about this time, tlirough the great mercy and 
charity of our Saviour Jesus Chnst, for us wretched sin- 
ners, and his mortal enemies. For if a mortal man's deed, 
done to the behoof of the commonwealth, be had in remem- 
brance of us, with thanks for the benefit and profit which 
we receive thereby ; how much more readily should we 
have in memory this excellent act and benefit of Christ's 
death ! whereby he hath purchased for us the undoubted 
pardon and forgiveness of our sins, whereby he made at 
one the Father of heaven with us, in such wise, that he 
taketh us now for his loving children, and for the true 
inheritors, with Christ his natural Son, of the kingdom of 
heaven. And verily so much more doth Christ's kindness 
appear unto us, in that it pleased him to deliver himself 
of all his goodly honour, which he was equally in with 
his Father in heaven, and to come down into this vale of 
misery, to be made mortal man, and to be in the state of a 
most low servant, serving us for our wealth and profit 
(Phil. ii. 6—8) ; us, I say, which were his sworn enemies, 
which had renounced his holy law and commandments, 
and followed the lusts and sinfiil pleasures of our corrupt 
nature. And yet, I say, did Christ put himself between 
God's deserved wrath and our sin, ana rent that obligation, 
wherein we were in danger to God, and paid our debt 
(CoL ii. 14). Our debt was a great deal too great for us to 
have paid. And without payment, God the Father could 
never be at one with us. Neither was it possible to be 
loosed from this debt by our own ability. It pleased him 
therefore to be the payer thereof, and to discharge us quiet. 
Who can now consider the grievous debt of sin, which 
could none otherwise be paid, but by the death of an inno 
cent, and will not hate sin in his heart ? J£ Qod hateth 
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sin 80 much, that he would allow neither man nor angel 
for the redemption thereof, but only the death of his only 
and well-beloved Son, who will not stand in fear thereof 7 
If we, my friends, consider this, that for our sins this most 
innocent Lamb was driven to death, we shall have muoh 
more cause to bewail ourselves that we were the cause of his 
death, than to cry out pf the malice and cruelty of the Jews, 
which pursued him to his death. We did the deeds where- 
fore he was thus stricken and wounded ; they were only 
the ministers of our wickedness. It is meet then we should 
step low down into our hearts, and bewail oar own wretch- 
edness and sinful living. Let us know for a ca^inty, 
that, if the most dearly beloved Son of Grod was thus 

Eunished and stricken for the sin which he had not done 
imself ; how much more ought we sore to be stricken 
for our daily and manifold sins which we commit against 
God, if we earnestly repent us not, and be not sorry for 
them ? No man can love sin, which God hateth so much, 
and be in his favour. No man can say that he loveth 
Christ truly, and have his great enemy (sin, I mean, the 
author of mis death) familiar and in friendship with him. 
So much do we love God and Christ, as we hate sin. 

We ought therefore to take great heed, that we be not 
favourers thereof, lest we be found enemies to God, and 
traitors to Christ For not only they, which nailed Christ 

rn the cross, are his tormentors and crucifiers ; but 
they, saith St. Paul, crucify again tl^e 8on of God, 
as much as is in them, who do commit vice and sin, which 
brought him to his deatli (Heb. vi. 6). If the loagea of 
sin be death, and death everlasting, surely it is no small 
danger to be in service thereof (Rom. vi. S^). If toe Uoe 
after the iUsh, and after the sinful lusts thereof, St. Paul 
threateneth, yea, Almighty God in St. Paul threateneth, 
that we shall surely die (Rom. viii. IB). We can none 
otherwise live to God, but by dying to sin. If Christ be 
in usy then is sin dead in us: and if the Spirit of God be 
in us, which raised Christ from death to life, so shall the 
same Spirit raise us to the resurrection of everlasting life 
( Rom. viii. 10, 11). But if sin rule and reign in us, then is 
Gknl, which is the fountain of all grace and virtue, departed 
from us ; then hath the devil and his ungracious spirit 
rule and dominion in us. And surely if in such miserable 
state we die, we shall not rise to life but fall down to death 
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and damnation, and that without end. For Christ hath not 
Christ hath not so redeemed us from sin^ that ^'^^^ ^^^ 
we may safely return thereto^ again : hut he we shoufd u^e 
hath redeemed us, that we should forsake the *° •^' 
motions thereof, and live to righteousness. Yea, we be 
therefore washed in our baptism from the filthiness of sin, 
that we should live afterward in the pureness of life. In 
baptism we promised ta renounce the devil and his sug- 
gestions, we promised to be (as obedient children) always 
following God's will and pleasure Then if he be our Father 
indeed, let us give him his due honour. If we be his chil- 
dren, let us shew him our obedience,like as Christ openly 
declared his obedience to his Father,^ which, as St. Paul 
writeth, teas obedient even to th& very death, the death of 
the cross (Phil. ii. 8); And this he did for us all that 
believe in him. For himself he was not punished, for he 
was pure and undefiled of all manner of sin. tie was 
wounded J saith Isaiah, ^br our tdckedness^ and sitripedfor 
our sins: he suffered the penal^ of them himself, to 
deliver us from danger: Jle 6ar«,, saith Isaiah, all our 
sores and infirmities upon his oum back (Isa. liii. 4, 5). 
No pain did he refuse to suffer in his own body, 
that he might deliver us from pain everlasting. His plea^ 
sure it was thus to-do for us ;. we deserved it not. 

Wherefore the more we see oursdives bound unto him, 
the more he ought to be thanked of us, yea>. and the more 
hope may we take,, thai we shall receive all other good 
things of his hiuid,. in that we have received the gift of his 
only Son, through his liberality^ For if Ood^ saith St. 
Paul, hath not spared his own Son from pain and pU' 
nishment, but delivered him for us^ all unto the death; 
how should he not give^ us aW other things vnth him 
(Rom. viii. 32) ? If we want any thing, either for body 
or soul, we may lawfiilly and boldly approach ta God as 
to our merciful Father, taask that we desire, and we shall 
obtain it. For such power is given to us,. to be the children 
of God, so many as believe in Christ's name (John i. 12). 
In his name whatsoever we ask, we shall have it granted 
us. For so well pleased is ^e Father, Almighty God, 
with Christ his Son,. that for Kis sake he favourethus, and 
will deny us nothing (Matt. xxi. 22). So- pleasant was 
this sacrifice and oblation of his Son's deaths which he so 
obediently and innocently suffnred^ that he would take it 
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for the onfy and fiill amends for all the sins of the world. 
And such favour did he purchase by his death, of his hea- 
venly Father for ns, that, for the merit thereof (if we be true 
Christians indeed^ and not in word only) we be now fully 
in God's grace agaia> and clearly discharged from our sin. 

No tongue surely is able to express me worthiness of 
this so precious a death. For in this standeth the con- 
tinual pardon of our daily offences, in this resteth our jus- 
tification, in this we be allowed, in this is purchased the 
everlasting health of dl our souls. Yea, there is none other 
thing that can he named under heaven to save our souls, 
but this only work of Christ's precious offering of his 
body up<m the altar of the cross (Acts iv. 12). Certes 
there can be no work of anj mortal man, be he never so 
holy, that shall be coupled in merits with Christ's most 
holy act For no doubt^ all our thou^ts and deeds were 
of no value, if they were not allowed in the merits of 
Christ's death. All our righteousness is far unperfect, if 
it be compared with Christ's righteousness. For in his acts 
and deeds there was no- spot of sin, or of any unperfect- 
ness. And for this cause they were the more able to be 
Our decdi be ^^ ^^^ amends of our unrighteousness, where 
fttu of imper- our acts and deeds be full of imperfection and 
feoUon. infirmities, and therefore nothing worthy of 

themselves to stir God to any favour, much less to chal- 
lenge that glory that is due to Christ's act vid merit ; 
For not tx> us, saith David^ not to usybut to thy name, give 
the glory, O Lord (Ps. cxv. 1.) 

Let us therefore, good friends, with all reverence glo- 
rify his name, let us magnify and praise him for ever. 
For he hath dealt with us according to his great mercv ; 
by himself hath he purchased our redemption. He 
thought it not enough to spare himself, and to send his 
angel to do this deed ; but he would do it himself, that he 
might do it the better, and make it the more perfect re- 
demption (Heb. ii. 16). He was nothing moved with the 
intolerable pains that he suffered in the whole course of 
his long passion, to repent him thus to do good to his 
enemies : but he opened his heart for us, and bestowed 
himself wholly for the ransoming of us. Let us therefore 
now open our hearts again to him, and study in our lives 
to be. thankful to such a Lord, and evermore to be mindful 
of to great a benefit ; yea, let us take up our cross with 
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Christy and follow him. His passion is not only the ransom 
and whole amends for our sin^ but it is also a most perfect 
example of all patience and sufiPerance. For if t^ behoved 
Christ thus to suffer (Acts zvii. 8), and to enter into the 
glory of his Father ; how should it not become us to bear 
patiently our small crosses of adversity, and the troubles 
of this world ? For surely ^ as saith St. Peter, Christ 
therefore suffered, to leave us an example to foUow his 
steps (1 Pet. ii. 21). And if we suffer with him^ we shall 
be sure also to reign with him in heaven (2 Tim. ii. 12). 
Not that the sufiPerance of this transitory life should be 
worthy of that glory to come (Rom. viii. 18) ; but gladly 
should we be contented to suffer, to be like Christ m our 
life, that so by our works we may glorify our iFather which 
is in heaven (Matt. v. 16). And as it is painful and 
grievous to bear the cross of Christ in the griefs and dis- 

Eleasures of this life; so it bringeth forth the joyful 
*uit of hope in all lliem that be exercised therewith 
(Heb. xii. 11). Let us not so much behold the pain, 
as the reward that shall follow that labour (James i. 12). 
Nay, let us rather endeavour ourselves in our sufferance to 
endure innocently and guiltless, as our Saviour Christ did. 
For if we suffer for our deservings, then hath not 
patience his jperfect work in us ; but if undeservedly we 
suffer loss of goods and life, if we suffer to The patience of 
be evil spoken of for the love of Christ, this is chrUt. 
thankiul before God ; for so did Christ suffer. He never did 
sin, neither was any guile found in his mouth. Yea, when 
he was reviled with taunts, he reviled not again; when he 
was wrongfully dealt with, he threatened not again, nor 
revenged his quarrel, but delivered his cause to him that 
judf/eth rightly (1 Pet. ii. 20, 22, 23). Perfect perfect pa. 
patience careth not what nor how much it ti«nce. 
Buffereth, nor of whom it suffereth, whether of friend 
or foe; but studieth to suffer innocently, and without 
deserving. Yea, he, in whom perfect charity is, careth so^ 
little to revenge, that he rather studieth to do good for 
evil, to bless and say well of them that curse him, to pray 
for them tliat pursue him (Matt. v. 44), according to the 
example of our Saviour Christ, who is tne most Tbe meekness 
perfect example and pattern of all meekness <>' Christ. 
and sufferance, which hanging upon his cross, in most 
fervent anguish, bleeding 'm every part of his blessed 
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body, being set in the midst of his enemies and craciiiers ; 
and he, notwithstanding the intolerable pains which they 
saw him in, being of them mocked and scoined despite- 
fuUy without all favour and compassion, had yet towards 
them such compassion in hearty that he prayed to his 
Father of heaven for them, and said, O lutker, formve 
them : for they wot not what they do (Luke xxiii. §4). 
What patience was it also which he shewed, when one of 
his own apostles and servants, which was put in trust of 
him, came to betray him unto his enemies to the death ! 
He said nothing worse to him, but, Friend, wherefore art 
thou corns (Matt. xxvi. 50) ? Thus, good people, should we 
call to mind the great examples oi charity which Christ 
shewed in his passion, if we will fruitfully remember his 
passion. Such charity and love should we bear one to 
another, if we will be the true servants of Christ. For 
if vte love hut them which love and say well by us, what 
great thing is it that we do? saith Christ. t>o not the 
Paynims and open sinners so ? We must be more per&ct 
in our charity than thus, even as our Father in heaven is 
perfect, which mxiheth the light of his sun to rise upon the 
good and the had, and sendeth his rain upon the kind and 
unkind (Matt. v. 45—48^. After this manner should 
we shew our charity indifferently, as well to one as to 
another, as well to friend as foe, like obedient children, 
after the example of our Father in heaven. For if 
Christ was obedient to his Father even to the death, and 
that the most shameful death (as the Jews esteemed it), 
the death of the cross \ why should we not be obedient to 
God in lower points of charity and patience? Let us 
forgive then our neighbours their small faults, as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven us our great [Eph. iv. 32]. 

It is not meet that we should crave forgiveness of our 
great offences at God's hands, and yet will not forgive the 
small trespasses of our neighbours against us. We do 
call for mercy in vain, if we will not shew mercy to our 
neighbours (Matt, xviii. 35). For if we will not put wrath 
and displeasure forth of our hearts to our Christian 
brother, no more will God forgive the displeasure and 
wrath that our sins have deserved before him. For under 
this condition doth God forgive us, if we forgive other. 
It becometh not Christian men to be hard one to another, 
nor yet to think their neighbour unworthy to be forgiven, 
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For howsoever unworthy he is, yet is Christ worthy to 
have thee do thus much tor his sake ; he hath deserved it 
of thee, that thou shouldest forgive thy neighbour. And 
God is also to be obeyed, which commandeth us to forgive, 
if we will have any part of the pardon which our Saviour 
Christ purchased once of God the Father, by shedding of 
his precious blood. Nothing becometh Christ's servants 
so much as mercy and compassion. Let us then be 
&vourable one to another, and pray we one for another, 
that we may be healed from all frailties of our life, the 
less to offend one the other ; and that we may be of one 
mind and one spirit, agreemg together in brotherly love 
and concord, even like the dear children of God (James 
V. 16; Eph. V. 1,2), By these means shall we move 
God to be merciful unto our sins ; yea, and we shall be 
hereby the more ready to receive our Saviour and Maker 
in his blessed sacrament, to our everlasting comfort and 
health of soul. Christ delighteth to enter and dwell in 
that soul where love and charity ruleth, and where peace 
and conc<»d is seen. Fot thus writeth St John, Ood is 
charity ; he that dbideth in charity ^ ahideth in Ood, and 
Ood in him (1 John iv. 16). And by this, saith he, we 
shall hnow that we be of 6ody if we love our brethren. 
Yea, and by this shall we hnow that we be delivered from 
death to life, if we love one another. But he which hateth 
his brother, saith the same apostle, abideth in death 
(1 John iii. 14 ; 1 John ii. 11), even in the danger of 
everiasting death, and is moreover the child of damnation 
and of the devil, cursed of God, and hated (so long as he 
so remaineth) of God and all his heavenly company. 
For, as peace and charity make us the blessed children of 
Almighty God, so doth hatred and envy make us the 
cursed children of the devik 

God - give us all grace to follow Christ's example in 
peace and in charity, in patience and sufferance, that we 
now may have him our guest to enter and dwell within 
us, so as we may be in full surety, having such a pledge 
of our salvation. If we have him and his ravour, we may 
be sure that we have the favour of God by his means. For 
he sitteth on the right hand of Ood his Father, as our 
proctor and attorney, pleading and suing for us in all our 
needs and necessities (Rom. viii. 34). Wherefore, if we 
want any gift of godly wisdom, we may ask it of God for 
Christ's sake, and we shall have it. Let us consider and 
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examine ourselves, in what want we be concerning this 
virtue of charity and patience. If we see that our hearts 
he nothing inclined thereunto, in forgiving them that have 
offended against up, then let us acknowledge our want, 
and wish of Gk)d to have it. But if we want it, and see 
in ourselves no desire thereunto, verily we be in a dan- 
gerous case before God, and have need to make much 
earnest prayer to God, that we may have such an heart 
changed, to the grafting in of a new. For unless we 
forgive other, we shall never be forgiven of God. No, not 
all the prayers and good works of oUier can pacify God 
unto us, unless we be at peace, and at one with our neigh- 
bour. Nor all our deeds and good works can move God 
to forgive us our debts to him, except we forgive to other. 
He setteth more by mercy than by sacrifice. Mercy 
moved our Saviour Christ to suffer for his enemies: it 
becometh us then to follow his example. For it shall 
little avail us to have in meditation the fruits and price of 
his passion, to magnify them, and to delight or trust in 
them, except we have in mind his examples in passion to 
follow them. If we thus therefore consider Christ's death, 
and will stick thereto with fast faith for the merit and 
deserving thereof, and will also frame ourselves in such wise 
to bestow ourselves, and all that we have by charity, to the 
behoof of our neighbour, as Christ spent himself wholly 
for our profit, then do we truly remember Christ's death : 
and being thus followers of Christ's steps, we shall be sure 
to follow him thither, where he sitteth now with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghost, to whom be all honour and 
glory. Amen. 
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OONOE&KINa THB 

DEATH AND PASSION OF OUR SAVIOUR 
CHRIST. 



That we may the better conceive the great mercy and 
goodness of our Saviour Christ, in sufiPerin^ death univer- 
sally for all men, it behoveth us to descend into the bottom 
of our conscience, and deeply to consider the first and 
principal cause wherefore ne was compelled so to do. 
When our great grandfather Adam had broken God^s 
commandment, in eating the apple forbidden him in para- 
dise, at the motion and suggestion of his wife, he purchased 
thereby, not only to himself, but also to his posterity for 
ever, the just wrath and indignation of God, who, accord- 
ing to his former sentence pronounced at the Giving of the 
commandment, condemned both him and all his to ever- 
lasting death, both of body and soul (Gen. iii. 6> 17 — 19). 
For it was said unto him, Thou shalt eat freely of every 
tree in the garden ; hut a>s touching the tree of knowledge 
of good and iU, thou shalt in no wise eat of it ; foTj in 
what hour soever thou eatest thereof thou shaU die the 
death (Gen. ii. 16, 17). Now as the Lord had spoken, 
so it came to pass. Adam took upon him to eat thereof, 
and in so doing he died the death, that b to say, he became 
mortal, he lost the favour of God, he was cast out of 
paradise, he was no loneer a citizen of heaven, but a fire* 
brand of hell, and a bond-slave to the devil. To this doth 
our Saviour bear witness in the gospel, calling us lost sheep, 
which have gone astray, and wandered from the true Shep' 
herd of our souls (Luke xv. 4; [1 Pet. ii. 25]). To this 
also doth St. Paul bear witness, saying, that hy the offence 
of only Adam, death came upon aU men to condemnation 
(Rom. V. 18). So that now neither he, nor any of us, had 
any right or interest at all in the kingdom of heaven, but 
were become plain reprobates and castaways, being per- 
petually damned to the everlasting pains of hell-fire. 

In this so great misery and wretchedness^ if mankind 
could have recovered himself again, and obtained forgive- 
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ness at Qod's hands, then bad his case been somewhat 
tolerable; because he might have attempted some way 
how to deliver himself from etenial death. But there was 
no way lefl unto him ; he could do nothing that might 

eacifv God's wrath, he was altogether unprofitable in that 
ehalf. There was none that did goody no not one 
[Psal. xiv. 3]. And how then could he work his own 
salvation ? Should he go about to pacify Qod*s heavy 
displeasure by offering up bumt-sacrinces, according as it 
was ordained in the old law, by offenng up the blood of 
oxen, the blood of calves, the blood of goats, the blood of 
lambs, and so forth ? O these things were of no force nor 
strength to take away sins, they could not put away the 
anger of Qod, they could not cool the heat of his wrath, 
nor yet bring mankind into favour again ; they were but 
only figures and shadows of things to come, and nothing 
else (Heb. ix. 12, 13, 23, 24). Read the epistle to the 
Hebrews (x. 1 &c.), there shall you find this matter largely 
discussed, there shall you learn in most plain words, that 
the bloody sacrifice of the old law was unperfect, and not 
able to deliver man from the state of damnation by any 
means; so that mankind, in trusting thereunto, 'should 
trust to a broken stafi*, and in the end deceive himself. 
What should he then do? Should he go about to ob- 
serve and keep the law of God divided into two tables, - 
and so purchase to himself eternal life ? Indeed, if Adam 
and his posterity had been able to satisfy and fulfil the 
law perfectly, in loving God above all things, and their 
neighbour as themselves, then should they have easily 
quenched the Lord's wrath, and escaped the terrible sen- 
tence of eternal death pronounced a^inst them by the 
mouth of Almighty God. For it is written (Luke x. 28), 
Do thuSf and thou shalt live ; that is to say, fulfil my 
commandments, keep thvself upright and perfect in them 
according to my will, then shalt thou live, and not die. 
Here is eternal life promised with this condition, so that 
they keep and observe the law. But such was the frailty 
of mankind after his fkll, such was his weakness and 
imbecility, that he could not walk uprightly in God's 
commandments, though he would never so fain ; but daily 
and hourly fell from ms bounden duty, offending the Lord 
his G^d divers ways, to the great increase of his con- 
demnation ; insomuch that the prophet David crieth out 
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on this wise, All have gone astray y all are become un- 
profitdbUj there is none that doeth good, no not one 
(Psalm xiv. 3). In this case, what profit could he have 
by the law ? None at all. For, as St. James saith, He 
that shall observe the whole law, and yet faileth in one 
poifit, is become guilty of all (James ii. 10). And in the 
book of Deuteronomy it is written, Cursed be he, saith 
God, which abideth not in all things that are written in 
the booh of the law, to do them (Deut. xxvii. 26 f [Gal. 
iii. 10]). 

Behold, the law bringeth a curse with it, and maketh 
us guilty, not beoause it is of itself naught or unholy, 
(Gwi forbid we should so think) but because the fixity 
of our sinful flesh is such, that we can never fulfil it, ao- 
cordmg to the perfection that the Lord requireth. Could 
Adam then, think you, hope or trust to be saved by the 
law ? No, he could not. But the more he looked on the 
law, the more he saw his own damnaticm set before his 
eyes, as it were in a most dear glass. So that now of 
himself he was most wretched and miserable, destitute of 
all hope, and never able to pacify God's heavy displeasure, 
nor yet to escape the terrible judgment of God, wbereinto 
he and all his posterity were fallen, by disobeying the 
strait commandment of the Lord their God. But the 
abundant riches of God's great mercy ! O the unspeak- 
able goodness of his heavenly wisdom (Rom. xi. 33) ! 
When all hope of righteousness was past on our part, 
when we had nothing in ourselves, wnereby we might 
quench his burning wrath, and work the salvation of our 
own souls, and rise out of the miserable estate wherein we 
lay ; then, even then, did Christ the Son of God, by the 
appointment of his Father, come down from heaven, to be 
wounded for our sakes, to be reputed with the wicked, to 
be condemned unto death, to take upon him the reward 
of our sins, and to give his body to be broken on the cross 
for our offences. Me (saith the prophet Isaiah, meaning 
Christ) hath borne our infirmities, and Jiath carried our 
sorrows ; tJie chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
hv his stripes are we m/ide whole (Isa. liii. 4, 5). St. Paul 
likewise saith, Ood made him a sacrifice for our sins, 
which knew not sin, that we should be made the righteous^ 
ness of God by him (2 Cor. v. 21). And St. Peter most 
agreeably wiiting in this behalf, saith, Christ hath once 
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died and suffered for our sins, the just for the unjust, &c. 

(1 Pet. iii. 18). To these might be added an infinite 
number of other places to the same effect : but these few 
shall be sufficient for this time. 

Now then (as it was said at the beginning) let us pon- 
der and weigli the cause of his death^ that thereby we 
may be the more moved to glorify him in our whole life. 
Which if you will have comprehended briefly in one 
word, it was nothing else on our part but only the trans- 
gression and sin of mankind. When the angel came to 
warn Joseph that he should not fear to take Mary to his 
wife, did he not therefore will the child's name to be 
called Jesus, because he should save his people from their 
«tw (Matt i. 20, 21) ? When John the Baptist preached 
Christ, and shewed him to the people with his finger, did 
he not plainly say unto them, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taheth au)ay the sins of the world (John i. 29) ? 
When the woman of Canaan besought Christ to help her 
daughter, which was possessed with a devil, did he not 
openly confess that he was sent to save tJie lost sheep of 
the house of Israel, by giving his life for their sins 
(Matt. XV. 22, 24)? 

It was sin then, O man, even thy sin, that caused 
Christ, the only Son of God, to be crucified in the flesh, 
and to sufler the most vile and slanderous death of the 
cross. If thou hadst kept thyself upright, if diou hadst 
observed the commandments, if thou hadst not presumed 
to transgress the will of God in thy first father Adam, 
then Christ, being in form of God, needed not to have 
taken upon him the shape of a servant ; being immortal 
in heaven, he needed not to become mortal on earth; 
being the true bread of the soul, he needed not to hunger; 
being the healthful water of life, he needed not to thirst ; 
being life itself, he needed not to hav« suffered death 
(Rom. V. 12, 18, 19). But to these and many other such 
extremities was he driven by thy sin, which was so mani- 
fold and great, that God could be only pleased in him, 
and none other. Canst thou think of this, O sinful man, 
and not tremble within thyself? Canst thou hear it 
quietly, without remorse of conscience, and son*ow of 
heart ? Did Christ suffer his passion for thee, and will 
thou shew no compassion towards him ? While Christ 
was yet hanging on the cross, and yielding up the ghost, 
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the Scriptare witnessetH that the veil of the temple did rent 
in twain, and the earth did aiuike, that the stones clave 
asunder, that the graves did open, and the dead bodies 
rise (Matt xxvii. 51, 52) ; and shall the heart of man be 
nothing moved to remember how grievously and cruelly 
he was handled of the Jews for our sins? Shall man shew 
himself to be more hard-hearted than stones, to have less 
compassion than dead bodies ? Call to mind, O sinful 
creature, and set before thine eyes Christ crucified. Think 
thou seest his body stretched out in length upon the cross, 
his head crowned with sharp thorns, and his hands and 
his feet pierced with nails, his heart opened with a long 
spear, his flesh rent and torn with whips, his brows 
sweating water and blood. Think th'ou hearest him now 
crying m an intolerable agony to his Father, and sa3ring, 
My &od, my Ood, why hast thou forsaken me ? Couldst 
thou behold this woful sight, or hear this mournful voice, 
without tears, considering that he suflered all this, not for 
any desert of his own) but only for the grievousness of thy 
sins ? O that mankind should put the everlasting Son of 
God to such pains ! O that we should be the occasion of 
his death^ and the only cause of his condemnation ! May 
we not justly cry. Woe worth the time that ever we sinned? 
O my brethren, let this image of Christ crucified be always 
printed in our hearts ; let it stir us up to the hatred of sin, 
and provoke our minds to the earnest love of Almighty God. 
For why? Is not sin, think you, a grievous thing in his 
sight; seemg, for the transgressing of God's precept in eating 
oione apple, he condemned all the world to perpetual death, 
and would not be pacified, but only with the blood of his 
own Son ? True, yea most true is that saying of David, 
Thou, O Lord, hatest all them that work iniquity, neither 
shall the toicked and evil ma/n dweU with thee (Ps. v. 4, 5). 
By the mouth of his holy prophet Isaiah, he crieth mainly 
out against sinners, and saith, Woe be unto you that draw 
iniquity toith cords of vanity, and sin as it were vnth cart- 
ropes (isa. v. 18). 

Did not God give a plain token how greatly he hated 
and abhorred sii^ when he drowned all the world, save only 
eight persons (Gen. vii. 21 — ^23) ; when he destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and brimstone (Gen. xix. 
24, 25) ; when in three days' space he killed with pestilence 
threescore and ten thousand for David's offence (2 Sam. 
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jsxiv. 15) ; when he drowned Pharaoh and all his host in 
the Red Sea (Exod. xiv. 28) j when he turned Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king into the form of a brute beast, creeping 
upon all four (Dan. iv. 33) ; when he suffered Ahitophel 
and Judas to hang themselves upon the remorse of sin, 
which was so terrible to their eyes (2 Sam. xvii. 23; 
Acts i. 18; [Matt, xxvii. 5])? A thousand such ex- 
amples are to be found in Scripture, if a man would stand 
to seek them out. But what need we? This one example, 
which we have now in hand, is of more force, and ought 
more to move us, than all the rest. Christ being the Son 
of God, and perfect God himself, who never committed 
sin, was compelled to come down from heaven, and to 
give his body to be bruised and broken on the cross for 
our sins. Was not this a manifest token of God's great 
wrath and displeasure towards sin, that he could be paci- 
fied by no other means, but only by the sweet and precious 
blood of his dear Son? O sin, sin, that ever thou shouldest 
drive Christ to such extremity ! Woe worth the time that 
ever thou earnest into the world. 

But what booteth it now to bewail? Sin is come, and 
60 come that it cannot be avoided. There is no roan living, 
no not the justest man on the earth, but he faUeth seven 
times a day, as Solomon saith (Prov. xxiv. 16). And 
our Saviour Christ, although he hath delivered us from 
sin, yet not so that we shall be free from committing sin ; 
but so that it shall not be imputed to our condemnation. 
He hath taken uf>on him the just reward of sin, which 
was death, and by death hath overthrown death, that we 
believing in him might live for ever and not die (Rom. vi. 
23 ; [Heb. ii. 14]). Ought not this to engender extreme 
hatred of sin in us, to consider that it did violently, as it 
were, pluck God out of heaven, to make him feel the 
horrors and pains of death ? O that we would sometimes 
consider this in the midst of our pomps and pleasures : it 
would bridle the outrageousness of the fiesh, it would 
abate and assuage our carnal affections, it would restrain 
our fleshly appetites, that we should not run at random as 
we commonly do. To commit sin wilfully and desperately, 
without fear of God, is nothing else but to crucify Christ 
anew, as we are expressly taught in the epistle to the 
Hebrews (vi. 6). Which thing if it were deeply printed 
in all men's hearts^ then should not sin reign everywhere 
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so much as it doth, to the great grief and torment of Christ 
now sitting in heaven. 

Let us therefore remember^ and always bear in mind 
Christ crucified, that thereby we may be inwardly moved 
both to abhor sin throughly, and also with an earnest and 
zealous heart to love God. For this is another fruit which 
the menu)rial of Christ's death ought to work in us^ an 
earnest and unfeigned love towards God. So God loved 
the world, saith St. John, that he gofoe his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in hktn should not perish, 
but have life everlasting (John iii. 16). If God declared 
so great love towards us his silly creatures, how can we of 
right but love him again ? Was not this a sure pledge of 
his love, to give us his own Son from heaven? He 
might have given an angel if he would, or some other 
creature, and yet should his love have been far above 
our deserts. Now he gave us not an angel, but his Son. 
And what Son ? His only Son, his natural Son, his well- 
beloved Son, even that Son whom he had made Lord and 
ruler of all things. Was not this a singular token of great 
love ? But to whom did he give him ? He gave him to 
the whole world ; that is to say, to Adam, and all that 
should come after him. O Lord, what had Adam, or any 
other man, deserved at God's hands, that he should give 
us his own Son ? We were all miserable persons, sinful 
persons, damnable persons, justly driven out of paradise, 
justly excluded from heaven, justly condemned to hell- 
fire : and yet (see a wonderful token of God's love) he 
gave us his only begotten Son, us, I say, that were his 
extreme and deadly enemies ; that we, by virtue of his 
blood shed upon the cross, might be cleim purged from 
our sins, and made righteous again in hb sight. 

Who can choose but marvd, to hear that God should 
shew sddi unspeakable love towards us, that were his 
deadly enemies? Indeed, O mortal man, thou oughtest 
of right to marvel at it, and to acknowledge therein God's 
great goodness and mercy towards mankmd, which is so 
wonderful, that no fiesh, be it never so worldly wise, may 
well conceive it, or express it. For, as St. Paul testifieth, 
God greatly commendeth and setteth out his love towards us, 
in that he sent his Son Christ to die for us, when tee were 
fet sinners, and open enemies of his name (Rom. v. 8). 
f we had in any manner of wise deserved it at his hands, 
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then had it heen no marvel at all ; but there was no 
desert on our part, wherefore he should do it. Therefore 
thou sinful creature, when thou hearest that Ood gave his 
Son to die for the sins of the world, think not he did it 
for any desert or goodneiss that was in thee, for thou wast 
then tne bond-slaye of the devil } but fall down upon thy 
knees, and cry with the prophet David, O Lord^ what is 
man, that thou art so mindfid of him ; or the son of many 
that thou so regardest him TPsalm viii. 4) ? And seeing 
he hath so greatly loved uiee, endeavour thyself to love 
him again, toith all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength, that therein thou mayest appear not to be 
unworthy of his love [Luke x. 27]. I report me to thine 
own conscience, whether thou wouldest not think thy love 
ill bestowed upon him, that could not find in his heart to love 
thee again ? If this be true (as it is most true) then think 
how greatly it behoveth thee in duty to love God, which 
hath so greatly loved thee, that he hath not spared his 
own only Son from so cruel and shameful a death for thy 
sake. 

And hitherto concerning the cause of Chrisf s death and 
passion, which as it was on our part most horrible and 
grievous sin, so on the other side it was the free gift 
of God, proceeding of his mere and tender love towards 
mankind, without any merit or desert of our part The 
Lord for his mercies' sake grant that we never forget this 
great benefit of our salvation in Christ Jesu, but that we 
always shew ourselves thankfiil for it, abhorring all kind 
of wickedness and sin, and applying our minds wholly to 
the service of Qod, and the diligent keeping of his com- 
mandments. 

Now it remaineth that I shew unto you, how to apply 
Christ's death and passion to our comfort, as a medicine 
to our wounds, so that it may work the same efiect in us 
wberefor it was given, namely, the health and salvation 
of our souls. For as it profiteth a man nothing to have 
salve, unless it be well applied to the part afiected ; so the 
death of Christ shall stand us in no force, unless we 
apply it to ourselves in such sort as God hath appointed. 
Almighty God commonly worketh by means, and in this 
thing he hatli ako ordained a certain mean, whereby we 
may take fruit and profit to our soul's health. What mean 
is that? Forsooth It is faith. Not anuoconstantorwaver- 
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ing feith ; but a sure, stedfast, grounded, and unfeigned 
faith. Ood sent his Son into the world (saith St. Jonn) ; 
to what end ? tklat whosoever beUeveth in him should not 
perishy but have life everlasting (John iii. 16). Mark 
tliese words, tJiat whosoever believeth in him. Here is the 
mean whereby we must apply the fruits of Christ's death 
unto our deadly wound. Here is the mean whereby we 
must obtain eternal life, namely, faith. For, as St. Paul 
teacheth in his epistle to the Romans, tvith the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation (Rom. x. 10). Paul, being de- 
manded of the keeper of the prison, what he should do to 
be saved, made this answer. Believe in the Lord Jesus, so 
shalt thou and thine house both be saved (Acts xvi. 30, 31). 
After the evangelist had described and set forth unto us 
at large the life and the death of the Lord Jesus, in the end 
he ooncludeth with these words. These things are wintten, 
that we may believe Jems Christ to be the Son of Ood, 
and through faith obtain eternal life ("John xx. 31). To 
conclude with the words of St. Paul, which are these, 
Christ is the end of the law unto salvation, for every one 
that doth believe (Rom. x. 4). By this then you may 
well perceive, that the only mean and instrument of 
salvation, required on our parts, is faith ; that is to say, a 
sure trust and confidence in the mercies of God ; whereby 
we persuade ourselves, that God both hath, and will for- 
give our sins, that he hath accepted us again into his 
mvour, that he hath released us from the bonds of damna- 
tion, and received us again into the number of his elect 
people, not for our merits or deserts, but only and solely 
for the merits of Christ's death and passion, who became 
man for our sakes, and humbled himself to sustain the 
reproach of the cross, that we thereby might be saved, 
and made inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. This 
faith is required at our hands. And this if we keep sted- 
fastly in our hearts, there is no doubt but we shall obtain 
salvatibn at God's hands, as did Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, of whom the Scripture saith, that they believed, 
and it was imputed unto them, for righteousness (Gen. xv. 6; 
Rom. iv. 3). Was it imputed unto them only ? and shall 
it not be imputed unto us also ? Yes^ if we have the same 
faith as they had, it shall be as truly imputed unto us for 
righteousness, as it was unto them. For it is one faith 
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that must saye both us and them, even a sure and stedfast 
faith in Christ Jesus ; who, as ye have heard, came into 
the world for this end, that whosoever believe in him should 
not perish, but have life everlasting (John iii. 16). 

But here we must take heed that we do not halt with 
God through an inconstant and wavering faith, but that it 
be strong and stedfast to our lives' end. lie that mavereth, 
saith St. James, is Hke a wave of the sea ; neither let that 
m4in think that he shall obtain any thing at Qod!s hands 
(James i. 6, 7). Peter coming to Christ upon the water, 
because he fainted in faith, was in danger of drowning 
(Matt. xiv. 29, 30). So we, if we begin to waver or doubt, 
it is to be feared lest we shall sink as Peter did ; not into 
the water, but into the bottomless pit of hell-fire. There- 
fore I say unto you, that we must apprehend the merits of 
Christ's death and passion by faith, and that with a strong 
and stedfast faith, nothing doubting but that Christ, by 
his one oblation and once ofierin? of himself upon the 
cross, hath taken away our sins, and hath restored us again 
into God's favour, so fully and perfectly, that no other 
sacrifice for sin shall hereafter be requisite or needful in 
all the world. 

Thus have you heard in few words the mean whereby 
we must apply the fruits and merits of Christ's death unto 
us, so that it may work the salvation of our souls ; namely, 
a sure, stedfast, perfect, and grounded faith. For as all 
they which beheld stedfastly the brazen serpent were 
healed and delivered, at the very sight thereof, from their 
corporal diseases and bodily stings; even so all they, 
which behold Christ crucified with a true and lively faith, 
shall undoubtedly be delivered from the grievous wounds 
of the soul, be they never so deadly or many in number 
(Num. xxi. 9; John iii. 14, 15). 

Therefore, dearly beloved, if we chance at any time, 
through frailty of the flesh, to fall into sin (as it cannot be 
chosen but we must needs fall often), and if we feel the 
heavy burden thereof to press our souls, tormenting us 
with the fear of death, hell, and damnation ; let us then 
use that mean which God hath appointed in his word, to 
wit, the mean of faith, which is the only instrument of 
salvation now left unto us. Let us stedfastly behold 
Christ crucified with the eyes of our heart. Let us only 
trust to be saved by his death and passion, and to have 
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oar sins dean wadied a^ray through his most precious 
blood ; that in the end of the ivorld, when he shall come 
again to judge both the quick and the dead, he may re- 
ceive us mto his heavenly kingdom, and place us in the 
number of his elect and t;hosen people, tnere to be par- 
takers of that immortal and everlasting life, which he hath 
purchased unto us by virtue of his bloody wounds : To 
him therefore, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, he 
all honour and glory, world without end. Amen, 



126 C ^»^ J 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AN HOMILY OF THE RESURRECTION OF 
OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 



FOR EASTER- DAY. 



If ever at any time the greatness or excellency of any 
matter, spiritual or temporal, hath stirred up your minds 
to give diligent ear (good Christian people, and well-be- 
lov^ in our Lord ana Saviour Jesus Christ), I doubt not 
but that I shall have you now at this present season most 
diligent and ready hearers of the matter which I have at 
this time to open unto you. For I come to declare that 
great and most comfortable article of our Christian reli- 
gion and faith, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus. 

So great surely is the matter of this article, and of so 
great weight and importance, that it was thought worthy 
to keep our said Saviour still on earth forty days after he 
was risen from death to life, to the confirmation and esta- 
blishment thereof in the hearts of his disciples. So that 
(as Luke clearly testifieth in the first chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles [v» 3]) he was conversant mith his disciples 
by the space of forty days continually togetlievj to the 
intent he would in his person, being now glorified, teach 
and instruct them, which should be the teachers of other, 
fully and in most absolute and perfect wise, the truth of 
this most Christian article, which is the ground and foun- 
dation of our whole religion, before he would ascend up 
to his Father into the heavens, there to receive the glory 
of his most triumphant conquest and victory. Assiiredly, 
so highly comfortable is this article to our consciences, 
that it is even the very lock and key of all our Christian 
religion and faith. If it were not true, saith the holy 
apostle Paul, that Christ rose again, then our preaching 
were in vain, your faith which you have received were but 
void, ye were yet in the danger of your sins. If Christ 
be not risen again, saith the apostle, then are they in very 
evil case, and utterly perished, that be entered their sleep 
in Christ ; then are we the most miserable of all men, 
which have our hope fixed in Christ, if he be yet under 
the power of death, and as yet not restored to his bliss 
again. J3ut now is he risen agaittfrom death, saith the 
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apostle Paul; to he the first-fruits of them that he asleep^ 
to the intent to raise them to everlasting life again 
Q. Cor. XV. 14 — 20). Yea, if it were not true that Christ 
is risen again, then were it neither true that he is ascended 
up to heaven, nor that he sent down from heaven unto us 
the Holy Ghost, nor that he sitteth on the right hand 
of his heavenly Father, having the rule of heaven 
and earth, reigning^ as the prophet saith, from sea to sea 
(Psal. Ixxii. 8) j nor that he should after this world be 
the judge as well of the living as of the dead, to give re- 
ward to the good, and judgment to the evil. 

That these links therefore of our faith should all hang 
together in stedfast establishment and confirmation, it 
pleased our Saviour not straightway to withdraw himself 
from the bodily presence and sight of his disciples; but 
he chose out forty days, wherein he would declare unto 
them, by manifold and most strong arguments and tokens, 
that he had conquered death, and that he was also truly 
risen again to life. He hegauy saith Luke (xxiv. 27), at 
Moses and aU the prophets, and expounded unto them the 
prophecies that were vmtten in all the Scriptures ofhim^ 
to the intent to confirm the truth of his resurrection, long 
before spoken of; which he verified indeed, as it is de- 
clared very apparently and manifestly, by his oft appear- 
ance to sundry persons at simdry times. First, he sent his 
angels to the sepulchre, who did shew unto certain women 
the empty grave, saving that the burial linen remained 
therein. And by these signs were these women fully 
instructed that he was risen again^ and so did they testify 
it openly. After this Jesus nimself appeared to Mary 
Magdalene, and after that to certain otner women, and 
straight afterward he appeared to Peter, then to the two 
disciples which were going to Emmaus. He appeared to 
the disciples also, as they were gathered together, for fear 
of the Jews, the doors shut. At another time he was seen 
at the sea of Tiberias of Peter and Thomas, and of other 
disciples, when they were fishing. He was seen of more 
than five hundred brethren in the mount of Galilee, where 
Jesus appointed them to be by his angel, when he said. 
Behold, he shall go hefore you into OalUee ; there shall ye 
see him, a>s he hath said unto you. After this he appeared 
unto James ; and last of all he was visibly seen of all the 
apostles, at such time as he was taken up into heaven 
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(Matt, xxviii. 1 — 8 ; [Mark xvi.] ; Luke xxiv ; John xx. 
11—20; xxij Acts i. 1—9; 1 Cor. xv. 5—7). Thus at 
sundry times he shewed himself after he was risen again^ 
to confirm and stablish this article. And in these revela- 
tions sometime he shewed them his hands, his feet, and 
his side, and bade them touch him, that thej should not 
take him for a ghost or a spirit. Sometime he also did 
eat with them, but ever he was talking with them of the 
everlasting kingdom of God, to assure the truth of his 
resurrection. For then he opened their understanding ^ 
that they might perceive the scriptures, and said unto 
them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to 
suffei^ and to rise from death the third day ^ and.that there 
should be preached openly in his name pardon and remis' 
sion of sins to all the nations of the world (Luke xxiv. 
45 — 47\ Ye see, good phristian people, how necessary 
this article of our faith is; seeing it was proved of Christ 
himself by such evident reasons and tokens, by so long 
time and space. Now therefore, as our Saviour was 
diligent for our comfort and instruction to declare it ; so 
let us be as ready in our belief to receive it to our comfort 
and instruction. As he died not for himself, no more 
did he rise again for himself. He was dead, saith St. 
Paul, ybr our sins, and rose again for our justification 
(1 Cor. XV. 3, 4; [Rom. iv. 25]). O most comfortable 
word, evermore to be borne in remembrance ! He died 
(saith he) to put away sin, he rose again to endow us with 
righteousness. His death took away sin and malediction, 
his death was the ransom of them both ; his death destroyed 
death, and overcame the devil, which had the power of 
death in his subjection [Heb. ii. 14] ; his death destroyed 
hell, with all the damnation thereof. Thus is death swal- 
lowed up by Christ's victory, thus is hell spoiled for ever. 
If any man doubt of this victory. Jet Christ's glorious 
resurrection declare him the thing. If death could not 
keep Christ under his dominion and power, but that ho 
arose again, it is manifest that his power was overcome. 
If death be conquered, then must it follow that sin, where- 
fore death was appointed as the wages, must be also 
destroyed. If death and sin be vanished away, then is 
the devil's tyranny vanquished, which had the power of 
death, and was the author and brewer of sin, and the 
puler of hell. If Christ had the victory of them all by 
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the power of his death, and openly proved it by his most 
victoriotis and valiant resurrection (as it was not possible 
for his great might to be subdued of them^, and it is true, 
that Christ died for our sins, and rose again for our justifi- 
cation ; why may not we, that be his members by true 
faith, rejoice, and boldly say with the prophet Hosea and 
the apostle Paul, Where in thy dart, O death ? Where 
is thy victory y hell? Thanhs be tmto God, say they, 
which hath given us tlie victory by our Lord Christ Jesue 
[Hosea xiii. 14 ; 1 Cor. xv. 55, 57], 

This mighty conquest of his resurrection was not only 
signified before by divers figures of the Old Testament, 
as by Samson when he slew uie lion, out of whose mouth 
came sweetness and honey (Judges xiv. 5-— 8) ; and as 
David bare his figure when he delivered the lamb out of 
the lion's mouth, and when he overcame and slew the 
great giant Goliath (1 Sam. xvii. 34—36, 49—51) ; and as 
when Jonas was swallowed up of the whale's mouth, and 
cast up again on land alive (Jonah i. 17 ; ii. 10) ; but was 
also most clearly prophesied by the prophets of the Old 
Testament, and in the New also confirmed by the apo- 
stles. He hath spoiled, saith St. Paul, nde and power, 
and all the dominion ojf^ our spiritual enemies. He hath 
made a skew of them openly, and hath triumphed over 
them in his own person (Col. ii. 15). This is the mightv 
power oi the L<H*d, whom we believe on. By his death 
hath he wrought for us this victory ; and by his resurrec- 
tion hath he purchased everlasting life arid righteousness 
for us. It had not been enough to be delivered by his 
death from sin, except by his resurrection we had been en- 
dowed with righteousness. And it should not avail us to 
be delivered from death, except he had risen again, to open 
for us the gates of heaven, to enter into life everlasting. 
And therefore St. Peter thanketh God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for his abundant mercy, because he 
hath begotten u^,saitli he, unto a lively hope by theresur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from death, to enjoy an inheritance 
immortal, that shall never perish, which is laid up in 
heaven for them that be kept by the power of God through 
faith (1 Pet i. 3 — 5). Thus hath his resurrection wrought 
for us life and righteousness. He passed though death 
and hell, to the intent to put us in good hope, that by his 
strength we shall do the same. He paid the ransom of 
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ein, that it should not he laid to our charge. He destroyed 
the deyil and all his tyranny^ and openly triumphed over 
him, and took away from him all his captives, and hath 
raised and set them with himself amoftg the heavenly citi- 
zens above (Ephes. ii. 6; [Col. ii. 15]). He died to 
destroy the rule of the devil in us ; and be rose again to 
send down his Holy Spirit to rule in our hearts, to endow^ 
us with perfect righteousness. Thus it is true that David 
sung, Veritas de terra orta est, et justitia de ccelopro* 
spexit (Ps. Ixxxv. 11). The truth of God's promise is in 
earth to man declared, or from the earth is the everlasting 
Xphes. iv. 8. Verity, God's Son, risen to life, and the true 
Oapttvamdnxtt righteousucss of thcHoly Ghost looking out of 
capuvitatem. )j^ygu^ ^^^^ jj^ m^gj liberal largess dealt upon 
all the world. Thus is glory and praise rehounded 
upwards to God above, for his mercy and truth. And 
thus is peace come down from heaven to men of good and 
Ps ixxxv 10 • ^^^^^^'^ hearts (Luke ii. 14). Thus is mercy 
MiiscricoiSia et and truth, as bavid writeth, together .met ; 
verant sibi!*' ^^^' ** peace and righteousness embracing and 
hissing each other. 

If thou doubtest of so great wealth and felicity that is 
wrought for thee, O man, call to thy mind that therefore 
hast thou received into thine own possession the everlasting 
Verity, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to confirm to thy con- 
science the truth of all this matter. Thou hast received- 
him, if in true faith and repentance of heart thou hast 
received him : if in purpose of amendment, thou hast 
received him for an everlasting ^ge or pledge of thy sal- 
vation. Thou hast received his body which was once 
broken, and his blood which was shed for the remission of 
thy sin. Thou hast received his body, to have within 
thee the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for to dwell 
with thee, to endow thee with grace, to strengthen thee 
agsdnst thine enemies, and to comfort thee with their pre- 
sence. Thou hast received his body to endow thee with 
everlasting righteousness, to assure thee of everlasting 
bliss, and life of thy soul. For vnth Christ by true faith 
art thou quickened a^ain^ saith St. Paul, from death of sin 
to life of grace, and in hope translated from corporal and 
everlasting death, to the everlasting life of glory in heaven, 
where now thy conversation should be, and thy heart and 
desire set (Ephes. ii. 1, 2, 5, 6). Doubt not of the truth 
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of this matter, how great and hieh soever these things be. 
It becometh God to do no litUe deeds, how impossible 
soever they seem to thee. Pray to God that thou mayest 
have feith to perceive this great mystery of Chrisf s resur- 
rection ; that by iaith thou mayest certainly believe nothing 
to be impossible with God (Luke xviii. 27). Only bring 
thou iaith to Christ's holy word and sacrament. Let thy 
repentance shew thy faith ; let thy purpose of amendment 
and obedience of thy heart to God's law hereafter declare 
thy true belief. Endeavour thyself to say with St. Paul, 
From henceforth our conversation is in heaven, from 
whence we look for a Saviour^ even the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; which shall change our vile hodiesy that they may 
he fashioned like his glorious body ; which he shall do by 
the same power whereby he rose from death, and whereby 
he sJtaU be able to subdue all things unto himsey^ 
(Phil. iiL 20, 21). 

Thus (good Christian people) forasmuch as ye have 
heard these so ^eat and excellent benefits of Christ's 
mighty and glorious resurrection, as how that he hath 
ransomed sin, overcome the devil, death, and hell, and 
hath victoriously gotten the better hand of them all, to 
make us free and safe from them ; and knowing that we 
be by this benefit of his resurrection risen with him by our 
faith unto life everlasting ; being in full surety of our 
hope, that we shall have our bodies likewise raised again 
from death, to have them glorified in immortality, and 
joined to his glorious body ; having in the mean while 
his Holy Spirit within our hearts, as a seal and pledge of 
our everlasting inheritance : by whose assistance we be 
replenished with all righteousness, by whose power we 
shall be able to subdue all our evil afiections, rising 
against the pleasure of God : — these things, I say, well 
considered, let us now in the rept of our life declare 
our faith that we have in this most fruitful article, by 
framing ourselves thereunto, in rising daily from sin to 
righteousness and holiness of life. For what shall it 
avail uSy saith St. Peter, to be escaped and delivered from 
the filthiness of the world, through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, if we be entangled again 
therewith, and be overcome again ? Certainly it had been 
better, saith he, never to have known the way of righteous- 
ness, than, after it is known and received^ to turn back 
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again from the holy commandment of God given unto us, 
Por so shall the proverb have place in us, where it is 
said, The dog is returned to his vomit again, and the 
sow that was toashed to her waMowing in the mire 
aaain. (2 Pet. ii. 20—22 ; [Prov. xxvi. 11]). What a 
shame it were for us, being thus so clearly and freely 
washed from our sin, to return to the filthiness thereof 
again ! What a folly were it, thus endowed with right- 
eousness, to lose it again ! What madness were it to lose 
the inheritance that we be now set in, for the vile and 
transitory pleasure of sin! And what an unkindness 
should it be, where our Saviour Christ of his mercy is 
come to us, to dwell within us as our guest, to drive him 
from us, and to banish him violently out of our soals, and 
instead of him, in whom is all ^race and virtue, to receive 
the ungracious spuit of the devil, the founder of all naugh- 
tiness and mischief! How can we find in our hearts to 
shew such extreme unkindness to Christ, which hath now 
so gently called us to mercy, and offered himself unto us, 
and he now entered within us ? Yea, how dare we be so 
bold to renounce the presence of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost (for where one is, there is God all whole 
in majesty, together with all his power, wisdom, and good- 
ness), and fear not, I say, the danger and peril of so traito- 
rous a defiance and departure ? 

Good Christian brethren and sisters, advise yourselves, 
consider the dimity that ye be now set in, let not folly 
lose the thing mat grace hath so preciously offered and 
purchased, let not wilfulness and blindness put out so 
great light that is now shewed unto you. Only take good 
hearts unto you, and fvi upon you all the armour of God, 
that ye may stand against your enemies, which would 
a^in subdue you, and bring you into their thraldom 
(Ephes vi. 11). JRememher ye be bought from your vain 
conversation, and that your freedom is purchased neither 
with gold nor silver, but tvith the price of the precixms 
blood of that most innocent Lamb Jesus Chri^, which was 
ordained to the same purpose before the world was made. 
But he was so declared in the latter time of grace, for 
your sahes which by him have your faith in God, who 
hath raised him from deaths arid hath given him glory, 
that you should have your faith and fiope towards God 
(1 Pet. i, 18—21). Therefore as you have hitherto fol- 
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lowed the vain lusts of your minds, and so displeased 
God to the danger of your souls, so now, like obedient 
children thus purified by faith, give yourselves to walk 
that way which God moveth you to, that ye iMiy receive 
the end of your faith, the salvation of your souk 
(1 Pet. i. 9). And, as ye have given your bodies to unr 
righteousness, to sin after sin; so now give yourselves to 
righteotisness, to be sanctified therein (Rom. vi. 19). If 
ye delight in this article of our faith, that Christ is risen 
a^n from death to life, then follow you the example of 
his resurrection ; as St. Paul exhorteth us, Baying, As we 
be buried with Christ by our baptism into death, so let us 
daily die to sin, mortifying and killing the evil desires and 
motions thereof. And, as Christ was raised up from 
dearth by the glory of the Father, so let tis rise to a new 
life, a/nd walk contimtdlly therein, that we may likewise 
as natural children live a conversation to move men to 
glorify our Father which is in heaven (Rom. vi. 4; 
Matt V. 16). If we then be risen with Christ by our feith 
to the hope of everlasting life, let us rise also with Christ, 
after his example, to a new life, and leave our old. 
We shall then be truly risen, if we seek for things that 
be heavenly, if we have our affection on things that 
be above, and not on things thai be on the earths If 
ye desire to know what these earthly things be which 
ye should put off, and what be the heavady things above, 
that ye should seek and ensue, St. Paul in the epistle to 
the Colossians declareth, when he exhorteth us thus; 
Mortify your earthly ^members, and old affections of sin, 
as fornication, undeanness, unnatural lust, evil concupi- 
scence, and covetousness, which is worshipping of idols ; 
for the which things the wrath of God is wont to fall on 
the children of unbelief; in which things once ye walked, 
when ye lived in them. But now put ye also away from 
you, wrath, fierceness, maliciousness, cursed speaking, 
filthy speaking, out of your mouths. Lie not one to ano- 
ther, that the old man with his works be put off, and the 
new be put on (Col. iii. 5—10). These be the earthly 
things which St. Paul moveth you to cast ftom you, 
and to pluck your hearts from ibem : for in following 
these, ye decku'e yourselves earthly and worldly. These 
be the fruits of the earthly Adam. These should ye daily 
kill hj good diligence, m withstanding the desires of them, 
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that ye might nse to righteousness. Let your ejection 
from henceforth he set on heavenly things^ sue and search 
for mercy y hindnessy meehiessy patience, forbearing one 
another y and forgiving one another. If any man have a 
quarrel to another, as Christ forgave you, even so do ye 
[CoL iii. 2, 12, 13]. If these and such other heayenly 
virtues ye ensue in the residue of your life, ye shall shew 
plainly that ye he nnea with Christ, and that ye be 
the heavenly children of your Father in heaven ; from 
whom, as from the giver, cometh these graces and gifts 
([Matt. V. 45] 5 James 1. 17). Ye shall provehy this manner, 
that your conversation is in heaven, where your hope is ; 
and not on earth, following the beastly appetites of the 
flesh (Phil. iii. 20). Ye must consider that ye be therefore 
cleansed and renewed, that ye should from henceforth 
serve Ood in holiness and righteousness aU the days of your 
lives, that ye may reign with him in everlasting life. 
(Luke i. 74, 75). If ye refuse so great grace, whereto ye be 
called, what other thing do ye, than heap to you damna- 
tion more and more, and so provoke God to cast his dis- 
pleasure unto you, and to revenge this mockage of his 
noly sacraments in so great abusing of them ? 

Apply yourselves, good friends, to live in Christ, that 
Christ may stiil live in you ; whose favour and assistance 
if ye have, then have ye everlasting life alreadywithin 
you, then can nothing hurt you (John v. 24). Whatso- 
ever is hitherto done and committed, Christ ye see hath 
offered you pardon, and clearly received you f o his favour 
again, in full sure^ ^dierfeof ye have-him now inhabiting 
and dwelling within you. Only shew yourselves thankful 
in your lives, determine with yourselves to refuse and 
avoid all such things in your conversations as should 
offend his eyes of mercy (Col. iii. 5). Endeavour your- 
selves that way to rise up again, which way ye fell into 
the well or pit of sin. If by your tongue you have offended, 
now thereby rise again, and glorify God therewith ; ac- 
custom it to laud and praise the name of God, as ye have 
therewith dishonoured it And as ye have hurt the name 
of your neighbour, or otherwtee hindered him, so now 
Besiitution. ^^^^^^ ^o restore it to him again. For without 
restitution God accepteth not your confession, 
nor yet your repentance. It is not enough to forsake evil, 
except you set your courage to do fifood. By what occa- 
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sion soever you have offended, turn now the occasion to 
the honouring of God, and profit of your neighbour. 

Truth it is that sin is strong, and affections unruly. 
Hard it is to subdue and resist our nature, so corrupt and 
leavened with the sour bitterness of the poison which 
we received by the inheritance of our old father Adam 
(PsaL xxxvi.). But yet take good courage, saith our 
Saviour Christ, for I have overcome the world, and all 
other enemies for you [John xvi. 33]. Sin shall not have 
power over you, for ye he naw under grace, saith St. Paul 
(Rom. vi. 14). Though your power be weak, yet Christ 
is nsen again to strengthen you in your battle, his Holy 
Spirit shall help your infirmities (Rom. viii. 26). In 
trust of his mercy, take you in hand to purge this old leaven 
of sin (1 Cor. V. 7), that corrupteth and soureth the sweet- 
ness of your life before God ; that ye may be as new and 
fresh dough, void of all sour leaven of wickedness ; so 
shall ye shew yourselves to be sweet bread to God, that 
he may have his delight in you. I say, kill and offer you 
up the worldly and earthly affections of your bodies. For 
Christ our Easter Lamb is offered up for us, to slay the 
power of sin, to deliver us from-the danger thereof, and to 
give us an example to die to sin in our lives. As the 
Jews did eat their Easter lamb, and kept their feast in 
remembrance of their deliverance out of Egypt ; even so 
let us keep our Easter feast in the thankful remembrance 
of Christ's benefits, which he hath plentifully wrought for 
us by his resurrection and passing to his Father, wherebv 
we are delivered fi*om the captivity and thraldom of all 
our enemies. Let us, in like manner, pass over the affec- 
tions of our old conversation, that we may be delivered 
from the bondage thereof, and rise with Christ. The 
Jews kept their feast in abstaining fi^)m leavened bread by 
the space of seven days (Exod. xii. 15). Let us Christian 
folk keep our holy-day m spiritual manner ; that is, in 
abstaining, not from material leavened bread, but fi'om the 
old leaven of sin, the leaven of maliciousness and wicked- 
ness. Let us cast from us the leaven of corrupt doctrine,, 
that will infect our souls. Let us keep our feast the whole 
term of our life, with eating the bread of pureness of godly 
life, and truth of Christ's doctrine. Thus shall we declare 
that Christ's gifts and graces have their effect in us, 
and that we have the right belief and knowledge of his 
136 [xxvi] 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A Sermon of the Resurrection. 

holy resurrection : where truly, if we apply our faitk to 
the virtue thereof, and in our life conform us to the ex- 
ample and sanctification meant thereby, we shall be sure 
to rise hereafter to everlasting glory, by the goodness and 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ: to whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, be all glory, thanks^ving, 
and praise, in infinita seculorum secula [for ever and ever]. 
Amen. 

^ ♦■» — 
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AN HOMILY CONCERNING THE COMING 

DOWN OF THE HOLY GHOST, AND THE 

MANIFOLD GIFTS OF THE SAME. 



FOR WHITSUNDAY. 



Before we come to the declaration of the great and mani- 
fold gifts of the Holy Ghost, wherewith the church of 
God hath heen evermore replenished, it shall first be 
needful briefly to expound unto you, whereof this feast of 
Pentecost, or Whitsuntide, had his first beginning. You 
shall therefore understand, that the feast of I^entccost was 
always kept the fiftieth day after Easter; a great and 
solemn feast among the Jews, wherein they did celebrate 
the memorial of their deliverance out of Egypt, and also 
the memorial of the publishing of the law, which was given 
unto them in the mount Sinai upon that day. It was first 
ordained and commanded to be kept holy, not by any 
mortal man, but by the mouth of the Lord himself, as we 
read in Levit. xxiii. [16] and Deut. xvi. [9]. The place 
appointed for the observation thereof was Jerusalem, 
where was great recourse of people from all parts of the 
world ; as may well appear in the second chapter of the 
Acts, wherein mention is made of Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, inhabiters of Mesopotamia, inhabiters of Jewry, 
Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Pnrygia, Pamphilia, and divers 
other such places ; whereby we may also partly gather, 
what great and royal solemnity was commonly used in 
that feast 

Now, as this was given in commandment to the Jews in 
the old law, so did our Saviour Christ, as it were, confirm 
the same in the time of the gospel ; ordaining, after a 
sort, a new Pentecost for his disciples ; namely, when he 
sent down the Holy Ghost visibly in form of cloven 
tongues like fire, and gave them power to speak in such 
sort, that every one might hear them, and also understand 
them in his own language (Acts ii. 1-—4). Which miracle, 
that it might be had in perpetual remembrance, the church 
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hath thought good to solemnize and keep holy this day^ 
commonly called Whitsunday. 

And here is to be noted, that, as the law was riven to 
the Jews in the mount Sinai, the fiftieth day afler Easter ; 
so was the preaching of the gospel, through the mighty 
power of the Holy Ghost, given to the apostles in the 
mount Sion, the fiftieth day after Easter. And hereof this 
feast hath his name, to be called Pentecost, even of the 
number of the days. For Tas St. Luke writeth in the 
Acts of the Apostles) whenfijhf days were come to an end, 
the disciples being all together with one accordin one place, 
the Holy Ghost canve suddenly among them, and sat upon 
each of them, like as it had been cloven tongues of fire. 
Which tiling was undoubtedly done, to teach the apostles 
and all other men, that it is he which ^iveth eloquence and 
utterance in preaching the gospel, that it is he which openeth 
the mouth to declare the mighty works of God, that it is he 
which en^endereth a burning zeal towards God*s word, and 
giveth all men a tongue, yea a fiery tongue, so that they 
may boldly and cheerfully profess the truth in the face of 
the whole world, as Isaiah was endued with this Spirit. 
The Lord, saith Isaiah, gave me a learned and a skilful 
tongue, so that I might know to raise up them that are 
fallen, vnth the word (Isaiah 1. 4). The prophet David 
crieth to have this gift, saying, Open thou my lips, O Lord, 
and my mouih shall shew forth thy praise (Ps. li. 15). 
For our Saviour Christ also in the Gospel saith to his disci- 
ples. It is not you that speak, but the Spirit ofyourFatlier 
which is within you (Matt. x. 20). All which testimonies 
of Holy Scripture do sufficiently declare, that the mystery 
in the tcmgues betokeneth the preaching of the gospel, and 
the open confession of the Christian faith, in all them that 
are possessed with the Holy Ghost. So that, if any man 
be a dumb Christian, not professing his faith openly, but 
cloaking and colouring himself for fear of danger in time 
to come, he giveth men occasion, justly and with good 
conscience, to doubt lest he have not the grace of the Holy 
Ghost within him, because he is tongue-tied and doth not 
speak. Thus then have ye heard the first institution of 
this feast of Pentecost, or Whitsuntide, as well in the old 
law among the Jews, as also in the time of the gospel 
aipong the Christians. 

Now let us consider what the Holy Ghost is, and how 
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consequently he worketh his miraculous works towards 
mankind. The Holy Ghost is a spiritual and divine sub- 
stance, the third Person in the deity, distinct from the 
Father and the Son, and yet proceeding from them both. 
Which thing to be true, both the creed of Athanasius 
beareth witness, and may be also easily proved by most 
plain testimonies of God's holy word. When Christ was 
baptized of John in the river Jordan, we read that the 
Holy Ghost came down in form of a dove, and that the 
Father thundered from heaven, saying, This is my dear and 
well-beloved Son, in whom I am weU pleased (Matt iii. 17). 
Where note three divers and distinct persons, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; which all notwithstanding 
are not three Gods, but one God. Likewise, when Christ 
did first institute and ordain the sacrament of baptism, he 
sent his disciples into the whole world, willing them to 
baptize all nations, in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ohost (Matt, xxviii. 19). And in another 
place he saith, I mil pray unto my Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter (John xiv. 16). Again, When 
the C(mforter shall come, whom I will send from my 
Father, &c. ( John xv. 26). These, and such other places 
of the New Testament do so plainly and evidently confirm 
the distinction of the Holy Ghost from the other persons 
in the Trinity, that no man possibly can doubt thereof, 
unless he will blaspheme the everlasting truth of God's 
word. As for his proper nature and substance, it is alto- 
gether one with God the Father, and God the Son ; 
that is to say, spiritual, eternal, uncreated, incomprehen- 
sible, ahnighty ; to be short, he is even God and Lord 
everlasting. Therefore he is called the Spirit of the 
Father, therefore he is said to proceed from the Father and 
the Son, and therefore he was equally joined with them in the 
commission that the apostles had to baptize all nations. 

But that this may appear more sensibly to the eyes of all 
men, it shall be requisite to come to the other part, namely 
to the wonderful and heavenly works of the Holy Ghost, 
which plainly declare unto the world his mighty and 
divine power. First, it is evident that he did wonderfully 
govern and direct the hearts of the patriarchs and prophets 
in old time, illuminating their minds with the knowledge 
of the true Messias, and giving them utterance to prophesy 
of things that should come to pass long time after. For, 
Tfi St. Peter witnesseth, the prophecy came not in old time by 
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the vnll of man; hut the holy men of God spake as tliey 
were moved inwardly by the Holy Ghost (2Pet . i. 21 ) . And 
of Zachariah the high priest it is said in the gospel, that he 
being full of the Holy Ghost ^ prophesied and praised God 
(Luke i. 67). So did also Simeon, Anna, Mary, and divers 
other, to the great wonder and admiration of all men. 

Moreover, was not the Holy Ghost a mighty worker in 
the conception and the nativity of Christ our Saviour ? St. 
Matthew saith, that the blessed virgin wasfoundmth child 
of the Holy Ghost, before Joseph and she came together 
(Matt. i. 18). And the angel Gabriel did expressly tell 
her, that it should so come to pass, saying, The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most 
High shall overshadow thee (Luke i. 35). A marvellous 
matter, that a woman should conceive and bear a child 
without the knowledge of man ! But where the Holy 
Ghost worketh, there nothing is impossible; as may fur- 
ther also appear by the inward regeneration and sanctifi- 
cation of mankind. When Christ said to Nicodemus, 
Unless a man he born anew, of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God, he was greatly 
amazed in his mind, and began to reason with Christ, 
demanding how a man might be bom which was old? Can 
he enter, saith he, into his mother's womb again, and so be 
born anew (John iii. 3 — 5) ? Behold a lively pattern of 
a fleshly and carnal man ! He had little or no intelligence 
of the Holy Ghost, and therefore he goeth bluntly to 
work, and asketh how this thing were possible to be true : 
whereas otherwise if he had known the great power of 
the Holy Ghost in this behalf, that it is he which inwardly 
worketh the regeneration and new birth of mankind, he 
would never have marvelled at Christ's words, but would 
have rather taken occasion thereby to praise and glorify 
God. For as there are three several and 'sundry persons 
in the deity ; so have they three several and sundry offices 
proper unto each of them. The Father to create, the Son 
to redeem, the Holy Ghost to sanctify and regenerate. 
Whereof the last, the more it is hid from our understand- 
ing, the more it ought to move all men to wonder at the 
secret and mighty working of God's Holy Spirit, which 
is within us. For it is the Holy Ghost, and no other 
thing, that doth quicken the minds of men, stirring up 
good and godly motions in their hearts, which are agree- 
able to the will and commandment of God, such as otlier- 
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wise of their own crooked and perverse nature they should 
never have. That which is bom of the flesh, saith Christ, 
is fleshf and that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit 
(John iii. 6). As who should say, man of his own nature 
is fleshly and carnal, corrupt and naught, sinful and dis- 
obedient to God, without any spark of goodness in him, 
without any virtuous or godly motion, only given to evil 
thoughts and wicked deeds. As for the works of the 
Spirit, the fruits of faith, charitable and godly motions, 
if he have any at all in him, they proceed only of the 
Holy Ghost, who is the only worker of our sanctiflcation, 
and maketh us new men in Christ Jesus. Bid not God's 
Holy Spirit miraculously work in the child David, 
when of a poor shepherd he became a princely prophet 
(1 Sam. xvi. 11, 12) ? Did not God's Holy Spirit mira- 
culously work in Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom, 
when of a proud publican he became an humble and lowly 
evangelist (Matt. ix. 9)? And who can choose but mar- 
vel to consider, that Peter should become of a simple 
fisher a chief and mighty apostle ? Paul, of a cruel and 
bloody persecutor, a faithful disciple of Christ, to teach 
the Gentiles [1 Tim. i. 12, 13] ? 

Such is the power of the Holy Ghost to regenerate men, 
and as it were to bring them forth anew, so t£at they shall 
be nothing like the men that they were before. Neither 
doth he tmnk it suffici^t inwardly to work the spiritual 
and new birth of man, unless he do also dwell and abide 
in him. Know ye not, saith St. Paul, that ye aire the 
temple of God, and that his Spirit dweUeth in you? 
Know ye not that your bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost, which is within you (1 Cor. iii. 16; vi. 19)? 
Again he saith, You are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit. 
For why ? The Spirit of God dweUkh in you (Rom.viii.9). 
To this agreeth the doctrine of St. John, writing on this 
wise. The a/nointvAg which ye have received (he meaneth 
the Holy Ghost) dweUeth in you (1 John ii. 27). And 
the doctrine of Peter saith the same, who hath these 
words, The Smrit ofghry and of God resteth upon you 
(1 Pet. iv. 14). O what comfort is this to the heart of a 
true Christian, to thmk that the Holy Ghost dwelleth 
within him ! If God be with us, as the apostle saith, who 
can be against us (Rom. viii. 31) T O but how shall I 
know that the Holy Ghost is within me ? some man per- 
chance will say. iPorsooth^ as the tree is known by his 

142 DgtizedbyGPX^^] 



A Sermon for Whitsunday. 

fruit, 80 is also the Holy Ghost. The fruits of the Holy 
Ghost (according to the mind of St. Paul) are these^ Love, 
joy, peace, long'Suffering, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, 
meekness, temperance, &c. Contrariwise, the deeds of the 
flesh are these, Adultery,fomication,uncleanness,wanton' 
ness, idolatry, wUchcrcft, hatred, debate, emulation, wrath, 
contention, sedition, heresy, envy, murder, drunkenness, 
gluttony, and such like (Gal. v. 19—23). 

Here is now that glass, wherein thou must hehold 
thyself, and discern whether thou have the Holy Ghost 
within thee, or the spirit of the flesh. If thou see that thy 
works he virtuous and good, consonant to the prescript 
rule of God's word, savouring and tasting not of the flesh, 
but of the Spirit ; then assure thyself that thou art endued 
with the Holy Ghost : otherwise, in thinking well of thy- 
self, thou dost nothing else but deceive thyself. The Holy 
Ghost doth always declare himself by his fruitful and 
gracious gifts, namely, by the word of unsdom ; by the 
word of knowledge, which is the understanding of the 
Scriptures; hj faith; in doing of miracles; by healing 
them that are diseased; by prophecy, which is the declara- 
tion of God's mysteries; by discerning of spirits; diver- 
sities of tongues; interpretation of tongues; and so forth 
(1 Cor. xii. 7—^11). All which gifts, as they proceed 
irom one Spirit, and are severally given to man according 
to the measurable distribution of the Holy Ghost ; even 
80 do they bring men, and not without good cause, into a 
wohderful admiration of God's divine power. 

Who will not marvel at that which is written in the 
Acts of the Apostles, to hear their bold confession before 
the council at Jerusalem ; and to consider that they went 
away with joy and gladness, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer rebukes and checks for the name 
and faith of Christ Jesus (Acts v. 29, 41)? This was the 
mighty work of the Holy Grhost ; who, because he givetk 
patience and joyfulness of heart in temptation and afflio 
tion, hath therefore worthily obtained this name in Holy 
Scripture, to be called a Comforter. Who will not also 
marvel to read the learned and heavenly sermons of Peter 
and the other disciples, considering that they were never 
brought up in school of learning, but called even from their 
nets, to supply rooms of apostles? This was likewise 
the mighty work of the Holy Ghost, who, because he doth 
instruct the hearts of the simple in the true knowledge of 
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God and his holy word, is most justly termed by this name 
and title, to be the Spirit of truth (John xiv. 17). Eusebius, 
in his Ecclesiastical History, telieth a strange story of a cer- 
tain learned and subtile philosopher, who, being an extreme 
adversary to Christ and his doctrine, could by no kind of 
learning be converted to the faith, but was able to with- 
stand all the arguments that could be brought against him, 
with little or no labour. At lehgth there started up a poor 
simple man, of small wit and less knowledge, one that was 
reputed among the learned as an idiot ; and he, on God's 
name, would needs take in hand to dispute with this proud 
philosopher. The bishops and other learned men standing 
by were marvellously abashed at the. matter, thinking that 
by his doings they should be all confounded and put to open 
shame. He notwithstanding goeth on, and beginning in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, brought the philosopher to 
such point in the end, contrary to all men s expectation, 
that he could not choose but acknowledge the power of 
God in his words, and to give place to the truth. Was 
not this a miraculous work, that one silly soul, of no 
learning, should do that which many bishops of great 
knowledge and understanding were never able to bring 
to pass ? So true is the saying of Bede, " Where the 
Holy Ghost doth instruct and teach, there is no delay at 
all in learning." 

Much more might here be spoken of the manifold gifts 
and graces of the Holy Ghost, most excellent and wonderful 
in our eyes ; but to make a long discourse through all, the 
shortness of time will not serve. And seeing ye have heard 
the chiefest, ye may easily conceive and judge of the rest. 
• « * * * 

In the mean season, let us (as we are most bound) give 
hearty thanks to God the Father, and his Son Jesus Christ, 
for sending down this Comforter into the world ; humbly 
beseeching him so to work in our hearts by the power of 
this Holy Spirit, that we, being regenerate and newly boni 
again in all goodness, righteousness, sobriety, and truth, 
may in the end be made partakers of everlasting life in 
his heavenly kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lordf^ 
and Saviour. Amen, • 



W. M. Watti, Printer, Crown Conrt, Temple Bar. 
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